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WEAKNESS IN flA’I’Ht3lA’r’lC:: APk’~,c’I’S E KEPKLNEUKS 
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KUAl,r\ I~lltll’lJK, .J;III 15 T (Ucrn~m;r 1 B -- One ot the lactors affecting the 

succcs:~ 01 cnt rep~.cncur:; IS their weakness LII mathematics, Prime Minister 
bdtllk St!rl i)r fldh~l~hl~ HtJ~lslmiId :;iJld hc1-e LOday . 

He said such weakness could not be overcome ulth the aid of a 
calculator and added that one had to know the basics and the foundation of 
mathematics “in order to understand the answers we get when we use 
calculators and other related instruments which only helps to speed up the 
the proces.s. ” 

What was essesntial was Lhc knowledge and ability to use such 
equipment, the Pimc Minister said when launching the “Bijak Sifir” 
Programme at the Merdeka Square here. 

I)r Mahathir said mafhematics was essential for various professional 
disciplines such as acountancy, commerce and trade as well as 
entrepreneurship. 

He added that these fields needed not only a “mathematical mind” but 
also a sharp analytical mind. -- more 
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tie also said thal. in Lhi:; context, the steps taken by the Ministry of 
l:tluccltlorr to improve the quality 01 teaching o-t mathematics at the primacy 
school level was appropriate. 

“It 1:; also necessary lor teachers of mathematics to be proficient in 
lhe subject in order that. they can impart such knowledge effectively to 
the1 I‘ :;I:udcnl:;, ” he ssltl. 

l’hoy mus1. *1 Iso ba 1am1 I lar with Lhc dl 1 Icrent teaching aids used for 
Lllf! :;uh ]ecl ;lnd CIISIII‘C r.tlaL Lhr! subject was interesting for their students. , 

Hd~ldl.~ll I’ r,ald milthc~matl(::; ~ISO played ;In Important role in one’s daily 
IA It! arld ;1:; :;uch, il should be made r(!lcVdiLL to the people’s needs. -- more 
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The “Bijak Sifir” programme involves a competition on mathematical 
:;kll I!; for f I vo-year-old studenl.s 
of the! 

in the nation to improve their knowledge 
sublcct and it 11; orqanlsed jointly by Amanah Saham Nasional (ASN) 

and 1.ht: tlln~stry 01 Educ;ll.ion. 
Elshty-Lout. primary schools from ,fhroughout the nation have been 

!;eloctr:tl to p.>rl.iclpat.e in the programme which has been categorised into 
sections to invnlvc six schools from each stdt.e. 

Karlivr. L1;1h,lI tI\r ;III~ ~1 I the quests were invited to take part in a 
.IiJ-millut (1 !;p~(*i31 (*xr*i‘(:~!;~’ prt)clr;Immc c;~llcd “en;lmrobic” together with Lhe 
Il.1 I’1 11: 1 p.1 c 1 !I(1 :; t lldl*Il I :; . 

M.ih.il.hi 1 sdld Lhfn Lh191r* “Ccrd,lc Cvrq~!;” 
I, 

chosen for the programme was 
.rppropr 1 dtcB ilS 

DhL’!i ICal I ! y” 
!;;ucicrlcr; v(‘I’I: r~*yulrcd lo IJC prr!pa~.~!d “mentally and . . 

tu 1 qi('c' tt1c.n V.II‘~OUS c~L~ll(!n(~~::; 111 terms of developing the . 
natlon lurther. -- more 
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‘l’ht~ c:l~a I r’m.cll 01 ASNli, 'l'un I 2m.1 I 1 Holidmc~d A 11 , said in his speech that 
I hi* “HI J.I~ :;I 1 I I‘” pr-r)qr;lmatc! 41~0 !;l.l‘l!r;!;l!~l 011 thl! ability t-0 solve 
md \. hcm.r t i (:;I I prob I cm!; Llirouqh racntal ~al~uldtions. 

IL v-1:; [)dl’1. of 4, long-l crm pr’r~qr‘,lmmc? or’qar~i:;~tl by I’ernwd;llsn Nasional 
her-had I o ~mprovu ski 111; III ~rlv~!sLrncrlt.!:.. 

tic ssrltl 1’Nll wa:; also j,ldnrllucJ l.0 c:;tdLI.~~l~ ilr~ iriLormaLiorl ceritre on 
investments to enable the public and the corporate sector to acquire a 
better knowledge of the investment opportunities in the nation. -- Bernama 
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