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LANGKAWI: Rarisan Na- 
sional chairman and 
Umno president Datuk 
Seri Dr MahatIiit~Mohar 

-md said the coalition en- 
courages component par- 
ties to extend their mem- 
bership to Malaysians of 
different origins. 

“As long as the partics 
subscribe to the principle 
of BN, they arc free to ac- 
cept other Malaysians 
into their parties,” he 
said. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
parties had the right to 
take in others and this 
had posed no problem to 
RN so far. 

“Umno has taken Thais 
and Sabah bumiputras 
into its ranks while Gera- 
kan has been open to all 
races,” he said. 

He was speaking to 
newsmen after witness- 
ing the launching of the 
Thomas Cup project here. 

Dr Mahathir was com- 
mentine on a statement 
by MCA president Datuk 
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik 
that Malayshuts of’ Chi- 
nese origin bearing non- 

_) Chinese names can now 
join MCA. 

Dr Ling said on Satur- 
dav that the nartv had re- 
ceived many* applications 
from Malavsians with 
Thai, Indian- or Kadazan 
names especially from 
Perlis, Kedah, Tereng- 
ganu, Kelantan and Sa- 
bah: 

Ife said the move was in 
line with the party’s con- 
stitution, which allows the 
acceptance of Malaysians 
of Chinese origin as mem- 
bers. 

The decision was en- 
dorsed by the party’s cen- 
tral committee as it was 
in line with MCA’s open 
door oolicv. 

Dr -Mahathir also said 
MCA had not sought the 
BN’s approval when it de- 
cided to take in others 
into the party. 

“Ifowever, Umno also 
did not seek the BN’s ap- 
proval when it wanted to 
brine in others into its 
rank:,” he said. 

IIe said BN welcomed 
the component parties ef- 
forts to take in others 
rather than limit their 
membership to one par- 

ticular race. 
He said MCA was free 

to accept anyone into the 
party. 

Meanwhile, Gerakan 
welcomed MCA’s deci- 
sion. 

Its vice-president, Da- 
tuk Alex Lee, said yester- 
day the MCA constitution 
provided for Malaysians 
of Chinese origin to be- 
come members of the par- 
ty, but he hoped more de- 
tails would be given. 

Speaking to reporters 
after opening Syarikat 
Majuhin Timber Sdn Bhd 
here, he said the move 
was in line with the 
MCA’s campaign to in- 
crease its members and 
would indirectly increase - 
support for the BN. 

In Butterworth, MIC 
president Datuk Seri S. a 
Samy Vellu said member- 
ship of the party had al- 
ways been open to those 
of Indian ancestry. 

This policy had helped 
increase the membershiu 
from 110,000 to 350,OOb 
since 1979 and the target 
was 500,000 before ?he 
next general election, he 
said. 
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