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KOALA LUMPUR: The tragedy in 
Bosnia-IIerzegovina can only be 
ended with Dolitical and diDlomatic 
action hacked by the use -of force 
when necessary, said_Latuk Swi Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad. 
-“WC must hc clear-on one thing. No 

amount of humanit;lrian action is go- 
ing to put an end to the tragedy in 
Bosnia.” the Prime Minister said. 

1)r Mahathir said this in his keynote 
address at the two-day International 
I’al.li;rlnclit;1I‘i;ln C’onfcrencc on Bos- 
nl+i Icrzegovina a t the Putra World 
Trade (‘cntrc ycstcrday. 

I3osnian IVi5ident Alija Izcthcgovlc 
was also present at the conference 
along: with 140 l)~rrlialncnt~~rians from 
30 countries. 

I)r hlahathir said the UN Security 
Council must now demand and he pre- 
pared to back its demand by use of 
force, when necessary, to make the 
aggressors of the state comply with 
three critical requirements. 

They are: 
0’1‘111~~ sicKc of S;lril,jeVO musl be 

lifted by silencing or removing the 
0 TURN TO PAGE 4 

Resolutions must be enforced 
&tCI%I PAGE ONE world’s governments to urge the 

council to re-examine the Geneva 
process. 

“If we allow the law ;,f the iun- 

Serbs’ big guns from round the 
city; 

0 AIJ, concerned parties must 
be made to permit, by force if 
necessary, the unhindered flow 

, of humanitarian assistance; and 
0 TUZLA Airport must be 

opened to enable food, medicine 
arid other essentials to reach sur- 
rounding major towns. 

Dr Mahathir said these actions 
were necessary to save innocent 
lives during harsh winter. 

He also noted the need for the 
international community to exert 
pressure on the council to imple- 
ment the various resolutions 
which it had passed. 

“As an example, despite sys- 
tematic and widespread obstruc- 
tion to the delivery of interna- 
tional humanitarian assistance, 
there has been no effort to en- 
force Resolution 770 which pro- 
vides for the use of all necessary 
means. 

“(The) Security Council Reso- 
lution 836 created ‘safe areas’ but 
relentless military actions by the 
Serbs have instead turned these 
into areas under siege,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir also called on the 

“Seize the initiative to convene 
a new international conference 
on Bosnia-Herzegovina per- 
haps the successful international 
conference on Cambodia could 
serve as a model.” 

He added it was pointless to 
have a second or third London 
Conference unless the principles 
adopted in the first were imple- 
mented. 

(The first London Conference 
had pledged, among others, that 
it would not recognise any advan- 
tage gained by force or the cre- 
ation of facts.) 

On Bosnia, Dr Mahathir said, 
despite being under assault for 
nearlv two years and long after 
the Western- experts had written 
it off. the renublic is still alive. 

“Wk canndt and should not for- 
get Bosnia-Herzegovina. If we ac- 
cept aggression and violence by 
strong neighbours as legitimate, 
then many of us will suffer the 
same fate.” 

Therefore, he said it was essen- 
tial that the right of a nation to 
exist be sacred and must be pro- 
tected. 

gle to apply (and) allow the stron- 
gest to determine the tate of the 
weakest, if we allow Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina to be obliterated, then 
there will be no security for us.” 

Dr Mahathir also chided the su- 
perpowers, especially members 
of the Security Council, which 
were reluctant to play a direct 
role to epd the conflict. 

On the threatened air strikes 
against Serbs’ position, he said 
the Americans were blaming the 
British and the French for pre- 
venting it. 

“HoweveC, some very highly 
placed British and French 
sources have told me that it is the 
United States which is against the 
military action. 

“I frankly do not know whom to 
believe. I suspect neither the 
Americans nor the Europeans 
care enough to acr. They do not 
wish to risk the lives of their boys 
for something that is not ciesy im- 
;;;;;nt for their well-bepg,” he 

If such was the case, Dr Ma- 
hathir said, the Bosnians should 
then be allowed to defend them- 
selves but unfortunately they 
were prevented from doing so. 
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