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Polltggal diplomatic action
seded to end bloodbath

WOULD TYike, first of all,
to welcome all of you to
Malaysia. Although

many of you will be here-

for only a few days, I do
; hope that you will have a
pleasant stay in our coun-

try.

I would like to congratu-
late the international group
of parliamentarians for
their continued and sincere
dedication to the cause of
human rights in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. You have
made an honest gesture by
coming to participate in this
conference. And for that, I
commend all of you.

The subject matter of our
common concern is a grave
one. The situation in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina is extreme-
ly critical. The human trag-
edy 1is massive and
continuing. The severe win-
ter is expected to add to the
number of deaths because
people are being deprived of
the basic necessities to stay
alive.

It would be your duty, as
parliamentarians, to cause
your respective Govern-
ments to help change the
situation in that unfortu-
nate country, and save the
valiant people of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Let me recount very brief-
ly what has happened to
Bosnia-Herzegovina, which
began with the first Serbian
shelling of Sarajevo in Ma
1992. It was the same mont
that the United Nations ac-
cepted the new republic of
Bosnia-Herzegovina as a
member state. The signifi-
cance was clear. Serbs had
served notice that they
cared nothing for world
opinion or the norms of hu-
man behaviour.

war between the Muslims
and the rest. Although most
of the defenders of Sarajevo
are Muslims, who call them-
selves Bosniacs, man
Serbs and Croats are includ-
ed in their number. The mix
is also reflected in the Gov-
ernment. They are all Bosni-
ans and Herzegovinans.

- The Bosnian Government
desperately appealed for
help from -the vaunted de-
fenders of human rights of

nised Bosnian Government
on an equal footing with the
insurgent Serbs and the
Croats. Thus are aggressors
legitimised.

The Geneva process, now
presided by Owen and Thor-
vald Stoltenberg, is bent on
forcing the Bosnians to ac-
cept Serbian occupationasa
basis for settlement. Certain
countries which have par-
ticipated in the UN peace-
keeping forces are threaten-

cost to them is very high.
The Kkillings are real. People
are dying. People qre being
starved, raped and tortured.
Unldss the civilised world
puts a stop to what is going
on in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
weak nations will know no
freedom. Might will always
be right. Is this the message
of Bosnia? Where are the
champions of freedom, of
human rights, of justice?
Where have they gone?

one has really approved of
what the Serbs are doing.
Indeed, everyone including
the Vatican, the Anglican
Church, the various non-
governmental organisa-
tions, even the Western me-
dia and the Western
military commanders as-
signed to the United Na-
tions Protection Force (Un-
profor), all have condemned
Serbian aggression. UN
commanders regularly re-
signed because they were
not allowed by Boutros Bou-
tros-Ghali and the Security
Council to take effective ac-
tion to stop Serbian brutal-
ity. But the Western Gov-
ernments remain obdurate,
refusing to see anything
wrong in their blatant disre-
gard for the wholesale viola-
tions of every item of hu-
man rights by the Serbs in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Your task, as parliamen-
tarians, is to help shock the
people and your Govern-
ments out of their self-im-
posed stupor. The Govern-
ments in particular must
not be allowed to believe
that they can get away with
their hypocrisy and still sur-
vive. You must do your best
totforce those in power to
act.

I believe there are two
things you can do. The first
is to exert pressure on the
UN Security Council to im-
plement the various resolu-
tions which it has passed.
For example, despite sys-
tematic and widespread ob-
struction to the delivery of
international humanitarian
assistance, there has been
no effort to enforce Security
Council resolution 770
which provides for the use

va process, and since there
is wide agreement that the
Geneva talks cannot go op
as before, seize the initiative
to convene a new interna-
tional conference on Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Perhaps the
successful international
conference on Cambodia
could serve as a model.
There, not only the relevant
parties but other concerned
countries also participated
and helped provide the dip-
lomatic weight.

There is no point in hav-
ing a second or third Lon-
don conference unless the
principles already adopted
in the first conference are
implemented.

We cannot speak for the
Bosnian leadership but we
can demand that they be
given a chance to save their
people and their country
and a fair deal in negotia-
tions. Malaysia feels ex-
tremelﬁ concerned, not
merely because Bosnia-Her-
zegovina has something to
do with Islam and Muslims.
We feel strongly whenever
and wherever injustice and
oppression are perpetrated.
Malaysia has been equally
vehement about South Afri-
ca, about Cambodia and oth-
er non-Muslim communities
which have faced similar
problems.

The Serbs and the Croats
have not succeeded in de-
stroying the essence of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina. After
nearly two years of unceas-
ing assault and long after
the Western experts have

-written it off, the republic is

still alive. We cannot and
should not forget Bosnia-
Herzegovina. If we accept
aggression and violence by



. Everyone knows now that
it was all part of the grand
plan of Slobodan Milosevic
to bring into being a Greater
Serbia. When Bosnia-Herze-
govina became indepen-
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the world. Bosnians were
being killed and Bosnia-Her-
zegovina was about to be
dismembered. But neither
the European Union nor the
United Nations Security

The so-called civilised world is
horrified but is not prepared to stop
the Serbs. Yet woe betide any little
developing country which violates
even the most trivial of human rights.

dent, he turned over the Ser-
bian army’s arsenals in that
country to the Bosnian Serb
soldiers resident in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and to Serb ci-
vilians.

No arms were given to the
Bosnian members of the
(former) Yugoslav army
who did not subscribe to
Milosevic's Greater Serbia
ambitions. Thus did Milose-
vic ensure that Serbian ag-
gression against Bosnia-
Herzegovina will meet with
success.

The UN embargo on arms
for the combatants in (for-
mer) Yugoslavia merely
serves to weaken the Gov-
ernment of Bosnia-Herzego-
vina further and enables Ra-
dovan Karadzic’s Serbs to
massacre the Bosnian Mus-
lims,

It is not correct to assume
that the bloodbath in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina is a civil

Council took decisive ac-
tions.

Humanitarian aid was of-
fered subject to permission
being granted by the Serbi-
an aggressors. And as we
can expect, the Serbs were
not quite co-operative. UN
forces protecting food con-
voys may not hurt the Serbs
under any circumstances.
In other words, the Bosni-
ans, by consent of the UN,
are placed at the mercy of
their Serbian aggressors.

At the same time, a well-
conceived and successful
strategy began to split the
peoples of the newly forimed
country. It resulted in the
Croats in Bosnia abandon-
ing their Bosnian identity
and discarding their tradi-
tional alliance with the Bos-
nian Muslims.

Bosnia-Herzegovina is the
victim of the evil designs of
certain people and powers
who are quite happy to see
the emergence of Slovenia
and Croatia but ,will do
nothing for Boshia, al-
though Bosnia-Herzegovina
has as much right as the
other two to nationhood.
This kind of double stan-
dard is apparently what the
new world order is about.

The London international
conference had pledged that
it would not recognise any
advantage gained by force
or the creation of facts. Yet
Cyrus Vance and Lord Da-
vid Owen put together a
package based on ground re-
alities which would effec-
tively legitimise territorial
acquisition by force, ethnic
cleansing and partition of
Bosnia-Herzegovina along
ethnic lines. And, in Gene-
va, they saw fit to place the
leadership of the legitimate
and internationally recog-

Ing to withdraw the
minimal protection they af-
forded the Bosnians unless
the latter agree to Owen’s
surrender of Bosnian terri-
tories to the Serbs. History
is repeating itself. The spirit
of Neville Chamberlain
lives on and the result is
another holocaust.

The carnage and destruc-
tion in Bosnia-Herzegovina
continue without relent. Sa-
rajevo remains under siege
until this day, surrounded

by Serbian guns capable of-

delivering 800 rounds of
shells each day. For the fifth
time, Western nations have
threatened to launch air-
strikes against the Serbs un-
less they stopped strangling
Sarajevo. And for the fifth
time, the Serbs have
thumbed their noses at
these so-called righteous
great powers. Of course, no
air-strike is mounted.

Aggression, occupation
and the redrawing of territo-
rial boundaries by force is
unacceptable in this day
and age. But, when aggres-
sion is accompanied by the
abominable practice of eth-
nic cleansing, it is not just
unacceptable but despicable
by any standard of interna-
tional behaviour. And yet
the Serbs complement this
with rape and murder of
young girls and women,
even of little children. The
so-called civilised world is
horrified but is not prepared
to stop the Serbs. Yet woe
betide any little developing
country which violates even
the most trivial of human
rights.

The Serbs know that the
bark of these defenders of
human rights is worse than
their bite. And so they will
go on raping and murder-
ing, fully convinced that
they will not only go unpun-
ished, but will actually be
rewarded. We know that na-
tions are usually hypocriti-
cal when conducting for-
eign relations. But the
attitude of the powerful na-
tions in the Bosnian affair
must epitomise hypocrisy at
its worse.

Today, the Bosnians are
confronted with the choice
— either accept the tattered
remnants of Bosnia-Herze-
Fovina or risk being violent-
y wiped off the map of the
world. They are right in re-
fusing to accept either. They
are right in continuing to
fight for their country. The

It is immoral for all of us
to hide behind the illusion
that the issue of Bosnia-Her-
zegovina is the story of a
simple civil war, It is not. It
is nothing less than a war of
conquest by the Serbs abet-
ted by others who have their
own agendas.

The Americans are blam-
ing the British and the
French for preventing air-
strikes against the Serbs.
However, some very highly
placed British and French
sources have told me that it
is the United States which is
against military action
against the Serbs. I frankly
do not know whom to be-
lieve. I suspect that neither
the Americans nor the Euro-
peans care enough to act.
They do not wish to risk the
lives of their boys for some-
thing that is not really very
im?ortant for their own
well-being.

If this is the case, they
should allow the Bosnians
to defend themselves. This
is the right of any nation or
people — the right to self-
defence. But they are active-
1y and positively preventing
the Bosnians from acquir-
ing the means to fight for
their own self-defence.
Western nations could not
have done worse if they
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of all necessary means. se-

strong neighbours as legiti-
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If we allow the law of the jungle to
apply, if we allow the strongest to
determine the fate of the weakest, if
we allow Bosnia-Herzegovina to be
obliterated, then there will be no
security for anyone of us.

curity Council resolution’
836 created “safe areas” but
relentless military actions
by the Serbs have instead

turned them into areas un-,.

der siege. .

The Security Council
must now demand, and
must be prepared to back its
demand, by the use of force
if necessary — not mere
threats but actual use of
force, to make the aggres-
sors comply with certain
critical requirements.
Among others:

® the siege of Sarajevo
must be lifted forthwith, by
silencing or removing the
Serbian big guns from
araund the city;

® all concerned parties
must be made to permit, by
force if necessary, the un-

Western nations could not have done
worse if they were to hold down the
Bosnians so as to enable the Serbs to
batter them. It is abetment and no

less.

were to hold down the Bos-
nians so as to enable the
Serbs to batter them. It is
abetment and no less.

And yet they claim that
they are helping the Bosni-
ans.

There is really no unity of
support for the European
Union’'s official position re-
garding Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na. There is general dissatis-
faction with the Owen peace

ackage. There is dissatis-
action with Owen’s lack of
consultation with the Euro-
pean Union which appoint-
ed him and whose creature
he is supposed to be. There
is dissatisfaction with the
way Owen is handling the
so-called peace process.

It is obvious that so far no

hindered flow of humanitar-
ian assistance; and,

@ Tuzla airport must be
opened to enable food, medi-
cines and other essentials to
reach the major surround-
ing towns.

These actions are neces-
sary especially to save inno-
cent lives during the harsh
winter. But we must be
clear about one thing. No
amount of humanitarian ac-
tion is going to put an end to
the tragedy in Bosnia. What
is needed is political and
diplomatic action, support-
ed by the use of force when
necessary.

Therefore, the second
thing you should do is to
urge the Security Council to
take a hard look at the Gene-

mate, then many of us who
are weak will suffer the
same fate.

Bosnia-Herzegovina used
to be a cultural mix where
the people lived in peace. It
has as strong a historic
claim to exist as do its
neighbours.

The fundamental princi-
ple of the right of nation
states to exist must remain
sacred and must be protect-
ed. This included small,
multi-ethnic and multi-reli-
gious states like Bosnia-Her-
zegovina,

If we allow the law of the
jungle to apply, if we allow
the strongest to determine
the fate of the weakest, if we
allow Bosnia-Herzegovina
to be obliterated, then there
will be no security for any-
one of us. .

I urge you parliamentari-
ans, therefore, to request
your respective Govern-
ments to:

@ place the issue of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina high on
your country’s internation-
al agenda;

® commit the weight of
your nation’s diplomacy to
call for the restarting of
meaningful talks aimed at a
lasting and just settlement;

and,

® assert your rights as
members of the United Na-
tions to insist that the Secu-
rity Council act decisively
to end the sufferings of the
Bosnian people and bring
back peace to that country.

I wish this conference suc-
cess in its pursuit of a just
cause. I hope that your de-
liberations will be produc-
tive. We need to do every-
thing we can right now.
Ethnic cleansing of Bosnia-
Herzegovina must be
stopped or forever must
those who mouth platitudes
about democracy and hu-
man rights cease and desist
from their pretence at righ-
teousness. .
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