
PM: Immoral of West to regard Bosnia as a simple civil war 

Hypodsy at its 
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By K.P. Waran jungle to apply, if we allow 
the strongest to determine 
the fate of the weakest, if we 
allow Bosnia-Herzegovina 
to be obliterated,.then there 
will be no security for any 
one of us,” he said. 

He said the Bosnians were 
confronted with the choice 
of either accepting the tat- 
tered remnants of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina or risk being 
violently wiped off the map 
of the world. 

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - 
The self-righteousness of 
Western nations with re- 
gard to human rights and 
democracy will become 
sheer pretence if they do not 
stop the “ethnic cleansing” 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mob- 
mad said today. 

The Prime Minister said 
the attitude of the powerful 
nations in the Bosnian af- 
fair epitomised hypocrisy at 
its worst. . - 

He said it was immoral for 
the world to hide behind the 
illusion that the Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina iSsue was a story 
of a simple civil war. 

“It is not. It is nothing less 
than a war of conquest by 
the Serbs abetted by others 
who t:ave their otin agen- 
das. 

“The Americans are blam- 
ina the British and the 
French for preventing the 
use of air strikes against the 
Serbs. However, some very 
highly placed British and 
French sources have told 
me that it is the United 
States which is against mili- 
tary action. 

“I, frankly, do not know 
who to believe. I suspect 
that neither the Americans 
nor the Europeans care 
enough to act. They do not 
wish to risk the lives of their 
bovs for something that is 
no’t really very Gportant 
for their own well-being,” he 
said. 

In his keynote address at 
the International Confer- 

“They are right in refus- 
ing to accept either. They 
are right in continuing to 
fight for their country. The 
cost to them is very high. 
The killings are real. People 
are dying. People are being 
starved, raped and tortured. 
Unless the civilised world 
puts a stop to wha4 is going 
on in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
weak nations will know no 
freedom. 

“Might will always be 
right. Is this the message of 
Bosnia? Where are the 
champions of freedom,. of 
human rights, of justtce? 
iVV;z have they gone? he 

Dr Mahathir said Bosnia- 
Herzegovina was the vi&m 
of the evil designs of certain 
people and powers who 
were quite happy to see the 
emergence of Slovenia and 
Croatia but would do noth- 
ing for Bosnia,. although 
Bosnia-Herzegovina had as 
much right as the other two 
to nationhood. 

He said this kind of dou- 
ble standards was apparent- 
ly what the new world order 
was about. 

ence of Parliamentarians on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, here, 
Dr Mahathir said that if the 
Western nations were not 
prepared to commit their 
men and weapons to protect 
the Bosnians, they should at 
least allow the Bosnians to 
defend themselves. 

“This is the right of any 
nation or people-the right 
to self-defence. But they ac- 
tively and positively pre- 
vent the Bosnians from ac- 
quiring the means to fight 
in self-defence. The Western 
nations could do no worse if 
they were to hold down the 
Bosnians so as to enable the 
Serbs to batter them. It is 
abetment and no less. 

“And yet they claim that 
they are helping the. Bosni- 
ans,” he said. 

He said the fundamental 
principle of the right of na- 
tion States to exist must re- 
main sacred and must be 
protected and this included 
small, multi-ethnic and 
multi-religious states like 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

“If we allow the law of the 

The Prime Minister 
stressed that aggression, oc- 
cupation and the redrawing 
of territorial bdundaries by 
force was unacceptable in 
this day and age but, when 
aggression was accompa- 
nied by the abominable 
practice of ethnic cleansin 
It was not just unacceptab f e 
but despicable by any stan- 
dard of international behav- 
iour. 

He said yet the Serbs com- 
plemented this with rape 
and murder of young girls 
and women! even of little 
children while the so-called 
civilised world was horri- 
fied but was not prepared to 
stop the Serbs. 

“Yet woe betide any little 
developing country which 
violates even the most triv- 
ial of human rights,” he 
said. 

He urged. the parliamen- 
tarians attending the con- 
ference to shock their peo- 
ple and wernment out of 
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PM: UN 
must use 
force if 
necessary 
(I FROM PAGE GYE 

their self-imposed stupor 
and do their best to force 
those in power to act. 

He called for pressure on 
the UN Security Council to 
implement the various reso- 
lutions which had been 
passed. 

The Security Council 
must be prepared to back its 
demand by the use of force if 
necessary - not mere 
threats but actual use of 
force, to make the aggres- 
sors comply with certain 
critical requirements, he 
added. 

He said the parliamentari- 
ans should also urge the Se- L 
curity Council to take a 
hard look at the Geneva pro- 
cess and, since there was 
wide agreement that the Ge- 
neva tzlks cannot go on as 
before, seize the initiative to 
convene a new internation- 
al conference on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina with perhaps 
the successful international 
conference on Cambodia as 
a model. 

“We cannot speak for the 
Bosnian leadership but we 
can demand that they be 
given a chance to save their 
people and country and se- 
cure a fair deal in negotia- 
tions. 

“Malaysia feels extremely 
concerned. Not merely be- 
cause Bosnia-Herzegovina 
has something to do with 
Islam and Muslims. We feel 
strongly whenever and 
wherever injustice and op- 
pression are perpetrated. 

“It would be your duty, as 
parliamentarians, to cause 
your respective govern- 
ments to help change the 
situation in that unfortu- 
nate’country, and save the 
valiant people of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina,” he said. 
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