
Nations must re-think rights,_ 
and 1!61&~ in ‘world, says ’ / Dr M 
KUALA LGPLJR, Mon. - 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir MobJeid 
thGZn@ence of the New 
World Order has made it 
im 

T 
erative for Asia, particu- 

lar y  small nations, to at- 
tempt to re-think and for- 
mulate their rights and 
roles as individual entities 
and as members of the inter- 
national community. 

He said individual nations 
would have to learn to solve 

their problems imaginative- 
ly on their own. 

“But in respect of regional 
world problems, we will 
h$e$J;! y&~~~;; 

one another to overcome 
them. 

“Undoubtedly, there is a 
need to develop a revitalised 
international and global 
consciousness. We need a 
new conscience for human- 
ity in the New World Order. 

“This conscience has to be 
kinder, gentler and much 
more tolerant,” Dr Ma- 
hathir said in his message in 
the souvenir programme in 
conjunction with the open- 
ing of the two-day interna- 
tional symposium, “Asia in 
the 21st Century” organ- 
ised by the Writers’ Acade- 
my beginning here today. 

“For this to take place, we 
have to explore new ways of 
thinking about ourselves 

and others. The onus is on 
us,” he said. 

He said the 21st century 
would present all kinds of 
new challenges&o humanity 
-- political, religious, eco- 
nomic, cultunil, scientific 
and technological. 

He said there would be no 
simple solutions. 

However. he said the fu- 
ture of Asia depended very 
much on how Asians them- 
selves wanted it to be. 
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