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BAKUN PROJECT TO BENEFIT SARAWAR

-= Patuk Sert Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today
the Baknn Siydro Eiectric Power {HEP) project, To be 1mplemented near Belaga
tn Kapit Mivaision would henefil the people of Sarawak as a whole.

The prime minister said the project would Con&rlbu§c more to thg
development of Lhe state than just as a hyd§0fclectr1c power bLatlon.h .

Besides being able to supply cheap electricity to Sarawak §nd the w ohe
country, the lake, created by the project could also be utilised for other
eLivity ; ] : i J ject, lhere,
aclivities, he sard when launching the project, '

He uatd the RMLIS hillion project proved that garawak could grov 1in
terms of cronomic performance.

He satld the project might destroy :
some people but "to get the desired achlcvcmg )
people later on, some price has gol to he paid now.
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At the wame time, he sard, there would alszo be some people who were
agdinst the project,

These people, he satd, sere those who had destroyed their own forests
and had bheen enjoying cheap electricity.

"Having destroyed their own country, they ore now telling us not to
dostroy our eountry....not to remove the trees {rom the daw site Lo enjoy
the electiwerty, whieh we need, ™ he said. '

Dr Hahatbiar added: T think 1t 1s hypocrisy to tell us not to chop down
our ttees, Thewe people, who wncited our people to yo against the project,
should pull down their dams 1f Ulkey are really sincere (to preserve their
trees)”, == more

ANM JN

v30/01/17-07H45T

CNG56459
B GE 30-01 00171 EB%3)
elg

Mahathic-Bakun 3 (last) Kuching ”

?h{ct Ml?istqr Tan Sri Apdul Taib Mahmud said the project, the federal
qo;e;nmyntlu biggest contribution to Satvawak since independence, was a
Model ol the successful cooperation between the ler ‘
governments. S federal and state

With such claoge cooperation, development could be brought to and
enjyoyed by the people in the long term, he said.

He sard the Bakun project had shown the people the need to practise .
mu&xal Lrust and had proved the federal government's sincerity.

. some quarters hold the old-fashioned notion that the federal

overnment 1s outl to rob (us). This proves i i

gorprnacht | p that their vxeys are wrong,"

bl:;;h(naxd once Lge project was completed, Sarawak vould become the ' °~
st ener rodt ‘ ' i ; ef

brggest qy p icer in the country enabling it to supply power to othef '

The project will be undertaken by Ekran Bhd, making it the biggest

privatisation prpject in the countryv. It is g
n)ec he ¢ Y. 1s scheduled ion i
Yeurs. == Rernamdg ' for completion in 10
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