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At the same time, the government anticipated that a lot of electricity
would be used in Sabah and Sarawak and the electricity to be generated by
the Bakun HEP would be cheaper, thus helping to lower the cost of
electricity in the country, he said.

Besides catering for tocal neceds, the power produced by Bakun would "
also be exported to other Asean countrics, Dr Mahathir said.
0n studies done on the project, he said the government had conducted )
1ts own study and there was onc done by the Brazilians. .

Dr Mahathir said, on the whole, nobody wanted to undertake the costly
studies unless the government promised to reward them the project.

He satd the funds nceded for the project would be raised locally as the
government did not wanl to increase the country's external debt.

Before amplementing the project, the timber in the affected area would a

be cut first as 1t would be costly Lo do 1t later, as proven in other
stmilar projects, he sard.

JMeanwhile, Fhran Berhad Executive Chartrman Datuk Ting Pek Khiing said
the Prime Minister's announcement about the privatisation of the
development, construction and operation of the prtoject brought an end to a
decade of speculation on the project. ” 4

He sand the project would enable-the country to tap a vast, renewable
and natural cnergy source to support its rapid industrialisation process.

"Tlre project will also reduce our dependence on fossil fuel and at the
same time provide a cheap and clean alternative soucrce of power," he said
I a statement here.

siee Ehran had strong tres with Savawek, ckran viewed this
privatisation project as a vote of confidence in the ability of the people
of Saravak 1o undertaking a project of this magnitude, he said. :

According to hm, this will provide the state government with an ideal ..
spportuntly to joinlly pacticipate with Ekran in this project by taking a
BAYOLILY equily ynterest .

e nasd the Bahun HEP project vould have an 1nstalled capacity of 2,500
MW upon coapletion, shich s eapected to be 1n 2002,

Ting sdavd the electrreity produced vould be able to contribute between
20 and 2% per cent of the projected national power consumption.

Heoward Ehvan Berhad was finalising the details pertalning to the
ipplementation of the projyect. -- Bernama

XN Ibhse A



	PM - Ekran - Kuching (Bernama 30/01/1994)

