
P&k PBS can join c 
WI/ if Pairin is out r ‘72 9394 

“‘I hcrc is ;I slrong pas- 

sibility that we may ac- 
ccpt them if new lcadcrs 
are brought into 1 hc par- 
ty:’ hc told a press con- 
fcrcnce when asked if the 
flarisal: would consider 
accepting f’!<S into the co- 
alition fold. 

I)r Mahathir said he 
had no quarrel with the 
pwplc of Sahah or the Ka- 
dazans, but the BarisanIs 
problem was with PBS 

@-@ident I)atuk Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan “who was 
a leader convicted of cm- 
ruption and had no leadcr- 
ship qunlit its.” 

I’airin should stcr c!own 
as I’f3S prcsldcnt and i1S 

chief minister hccause ol 
his con-ciction and must 
apotngisc to the people in 
Sahnh. hc sxd. 

Asked if he had met I)a- 
tuk I)r Jd’frcy Kitingan 
who intcndrd to cnntcst 
the 13ingkor scat, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he did meet l)r 
Kitingan before Pairin t-c- 
quested the state asson- 
bly to bc dissolved. 

“I met him after he was 
released (from ISA deten- 
tion on Dee 22) because I 
was curious to know what 
kind of a person hc had 
become. I have known 
him for a long time. 

“We have had no quar- 
rel before. In fact, I had 
helped him before,” he 

said, adding that he hoped 
Dr Kitingan would make a 
wise decision if ho loved 
Sahah and the people. 

“lie will make a wrong 
decision if hc sided with 
his family,” the Prime 
Minister said. 

To whether Dr Kitingan 
wn: a changrd person. l?r 
Mahn!hir said: “Now at 
least hc understan& I hc 
Federal Government‘s 
stand towards Sahah ;Ind 
hlalaysia. 

“lsut whether he agrees 
or not (to Federal Govern- 
ment views) is a diffcrcnt 
matter. In the past, he 
watched the (&)verntnent 
from afar and assumed 
that the Government was 
wrong.” he added. 

Asked if Dr Kitingan 
would he able to help PBS 
regain entry into Rarisan, 
he said it was up to Dr 
Kitingan’s sincerity in 
subscribing to the coali- 

tion’s principles. 
In order for Dr Kitin- 

gan to help improve state- 
federal relations, he must 
ensure that Pf3S adhered 
to the F3N coalition’s con- 
cept. he said 

Asked whether hc had 
met PBS deputy prf3ident 
Datuk Rernard Dompok. 
Lr Mahathir said Dompok 
did not meet him. 

’ 3ut I know there arr a 
lot of Kadazan leaders 
who wanI 111 leave PI3S he- 
cause Pairin i.5 only fight- 
ing for himself. 

“Not only the Kadazans, 
even former Usno mem- 
bers are not satisfied with 
him because of the choiae 
of candidates,” he said. ’ 

On Tun Datu Mustapha 
Datu Harun who resigned, 
from Umno recently, Dr 
Mahathir said there was a 
possibility that certain 
quarters were trying to 
use him to-discredit I3N. 
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