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Mahathir-Proton 
RAtdOS SUPPORTS ASSEMBLY OF PROTON SAGA IN THE PHILIPPINES 
From Azman Ujanq ci* 
BAG1110 (Philippines), Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Plans by Proton, Malaysia’s 

na’tional car manufacturer, to assemble the Proton Saga in the Philippines 
have received t,he support of Philippine Presjdent Fidel Ramos. 

Becauscl of thr president’s keenness to see the project take off, both 
1112 ,lnd v\!;~clnq M;il;ly!;ian l)riaf! Minister I)at,uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 

+ O* ++ hrltl ‘1 !;I~(.oII(I wc~ct.!n~ in M;rni la ycst-ertlav specifically to 1~~x1s 
propor,qi I . 

“Pr~ts I clffnt R;lmcl:; 1 :; kcc:n on the project. and has assured that he will 
qiv(? whatcvcr support necessary,” Dr Mahathir told Malaysian reporters 
Purina ;I vl:;\t. to the Philippine Militarv Rcadcmv in this hiqhland city. 

Both l(*atlcrs held their first bilateral meeting shortly after Dr 
Nah,tthlr ,~rrlvcd in the Phllinpine capital for a four-day official visit on 
Thursdav, thfn ilr:;~ ever hv a Malavsian prime minist.er. 

IIr MdhaLhlr sa~ttl no dcc:1sion was taken at ve:;terday’s meeting to 
cli !;c\Iss t,he car vent.urf! hecause a number of constraints had first to be 
dealt with. ’ 
-- more 
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Mahatllir-Proton 2 Baquio (Philippines) 

“I,i kc other countries,’ ’ the’ Phil ippincs imposes certain constraints on 
the assembly ot cars by foreign manufacturers and in this particular case, 
the maln constraint 1s that. they have not decided whether to issue another 
l.icence for a car assembly.” 

“Both sides are still workinq out ways to resolve the matter,” he 
added. 

Also present at the Mahathir-Ramos tneeting on the pro.ject were the 
executive chairman of Diversified Resource .s Berhad (DRB), Datuk Yahaya 
Ahmad and Philippine Trade and Industry Secretary Rizalino Navarr”o. 

Yayaha told Bernama yesterday that under the proposed deal, DRB and a 
Philinpinc companv will become the distributor of Proton Saga in the 
country. 

He said the car market in the Philippines grew over 60 percent last 
year with over 30,000 cars sold. -- more’ 
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Mahathi r-Proton 3 Baauio (Phi lippines 1 

On his visit. the Prime Minister said he was touched bv the hospitality 
of the Filinino neople esbeciallv those who lined up roads from the airport 
here and at Sublc Day earlier to qreet him. 

Before arrivlnu here, l)r Mahathir, accompanied by his wife Datuk Seri 
ljr Paduka Ijr Si ti Hasmah, four cabinet ministers and over 60 top 
businessmen, was qiven a rousinq welcome at Subic Bav airport by thousands 
of people wavinq Malaysian and Philippine flags. Banners of welcome written 
i.n Malav also huna at strateqic places. 

“The Filipinos and Malaysians come from the same stock and they are 
verv nroud of this. Yes, I think my visit here is like a re-discovery of 
friendship between close neighbours,” the Prime Minister said. 

Asked to describe the state of relations between the two countries as a 
result of his visit, Dr Mahathir said, ti Since independence, this is the 
first time that we have become this close.” 

Turninq to the sti.11 unresolved Philippines’ claim on Sabah, he said on 
its part. Manila was ‘still uorkinq towards a solution which had so far not 
hccn possible hecause of the? complexities of the issue. -- more 
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Mahathir - Proton 4 Baquio (Phi lippines) 
. 

“The Filipino are sincere in their desire to normalise relations with 
Malaysia ,” he said. 

Durinq his visit to the Philippine Military Academy, which is 
equivalent to the American military academy “West Point”, Dr Mahathir was 
qiven militarv honours -- reviewinq an impressive parade by army, navy and 
air force recruits while a 19-qun salute boomed out. 

u~l(1Il1n. 2.15 km north of Manila is,also known as the Philippine Summer 
Cilp1till. 

0 r 1 I c r a 1. S u b i c B a Y , whlc:b until 1392 was the larqest US military base 
ovcrsea~ hut whl ch ha:; since become a free port, Ur Mahathir was given a 
brrcf Inca on clans currr!nt.lv underway to turn the area into one of Asia’s 
t 01) rxl~c)I‘t I)I’I)(‘(‘!.!~ 1 n(] rent t-es . 

SIlt)l c thv H+?tronol 1 tan Author I tv c11~1 I I-man Richard Gordon said over 40 
comnanler; had set. un operations and created river 10,000 jobs. -a more 
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Mahathir - Proton 5 (last) Baguio (Philippines) 

Malaysia’s Genting Group.has also “anchored” at the bay by investing in 
casino, hotel and resort’projects. 

Dr Mahathi r, in his speech at the briefinq, said he was pleased that a 
number of Malavsian companies had aqreed to put their money at Subic Bay 
which had al 1 the infrastructures required by foreiqn investors. 

“I’m sure 111 future we can even have direct tliqhts from Malaysia to 
Subic Bay,” he said. 

Tomorrow morninq, the Prime Minister ~111 wrap up his visit by flying 
to hvao Ci tv, in the Southeastern tip of Mindanao, 960 km south of Manila 
before rctrlrninq to Kuala Lumpur in late afternoon. -- Bsrnama 
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