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MahdL111 r (W~;III-II!I) 2 I);IV;IO City 
111‘ Plah,ithlr ni;l!ic:; it known that Malaysia, with one of Asia’s highest 

f?f~O11Ollll f: fII‘OWl.ll l‘iIt.fT!;, is 011!y too eager to !lelp the Philippines out in 
f:collonll c tlevtr 1 tJ!bmc:n t. SO ;t’ c;ln c;itch II!) xi t.h the rest df the pack in the 
ASSOC i ai I. 1 III\ U t 'South Ea:;t. As 1an NCttior\s (;\:;I%?41 . 

AS ll!;liiil . I)r MalliiLhiI- does not. nlincc: III:; words. and this, too, wowed 
:.!Ic: L:l 1 ip inos . 

The uroup of top businessmen he brought along signed nine memoranda of 
undc!rst.antlinq (ElOll) to invest, over 10 billion pesos (IPl=RMlO) in the 
lJhiliu!>ine. The !,ro~er:t:; range tram power generation, water, infrastructure 
t.0 hotels dnd res0rt.s. a 

. ‘1’111: (-oIItcIiI iOU:; IS!;II~ II~ M;IIII~J’S clirim on Snbah -- which has chilled 
I‘(’ I ,I I I llll!m ht.\ V(‘I’II llot.ll ll;it IOIIS for over 30 year:; -- was brushed aside and 

- . 
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I)t Mahathir said he was touched by the hospitlity of the Filipino 
people -- thousands lined up roads to the airports at Subic Bay which he 
visited yesterda!! and even bigger crowds greeted him at the Davao 
Intet%ational Aiport today. 

In a speech to business and community leaders here, the Prime Minister 
said: “We believe political issues become less important if countries 
hf’CWlllf! I)L‘OS!Jf’L’~)IIS. If the people are pros~~erous they don’t like instability 
ant1 1115ccc~r1r.y vtllch vi 11 adversely affect economic prosperity”. 

“It. IS 1’;1:;lf!r Lor ~1; to pork tvq~ther tol- ec:onomj.c development than to 
:;olVc p01 it 1r,11 I~ruIJIprn!~ vl~lch :;omct.imf~:; tlf:fy solution,” he qaid in a 
\‘(‘I \I~11 r‘l~tl!rl’rlc~l? :.o rlll? ::~l~l;lll (:1;11111. 

“Al t (‘1’ ?‘I ~(‘,II :s (I! lr~dc~!~cnflf,~~f~e, lhl!. I !. the I lust time that a Malaysia 
i’i’~nfc: FIIIIL:.I I’I- I:, v I :; I t I ncl ihe I’h 1 1 iJ)J) i II~S. [,a:;~ year, President Ramos made 
iI !. t 4 : (’ v L 51 L (0 :1;1 I,rv:;i #1 Lo t*xChdnqe v lf’vs on the economic development of 
OII I I W(I ~:oIIII t I‘1 (as’* . 

ItI* :..I I (I A..~.AII ~*IIUII~ I‘ i vh 11.1d IJf!doUle 1 ho !  .i:;tc:;t qrow lnq ccononies 
1 Il’~‘,l\l!.t’ t) t fBkbt*r- 1 vnrv-:. 11~~:~;nq vhlch en,{bl~tl rttcn tu avoid making mistakes 
ln‘tt:c 11) or tII&I (‘OlIil 1. i’ I C” .e . --more AU Of, * . 
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~la1i~tl~ir-(k’r,11~-111)) 4 Ildvdu City 

Ullc o; :tle ml !;t.,ihcs I!, tar tlcvelopinc4 countrles to keep out foreign 
~IIV(>SI.O~:; lor ~11~ !;;(1;e III. 1112 int.aininq their nationalism and independence. 

Ill :!!~t!;lll’ :; c’d!;c, 1 Ol‘t! 1 UII 1 IlV(!S t.OL-5 llE!ed IlOt neCeSSarily CONE from 
0u1.!;1clc 1,111 I ~‘om L;i ~IIIII :\I;~),III I tsclt. Asean qroups Malaysia, Indonesia, 
I’Ilill I alid, ::lilU;I~r(Jl‘~!, t.tita I’ll1 1 ipJ~~lncs ,1ll(i Rrunei. 

*‘There !;hrJLl Id 1)~ Ct~IJ!;S-bfJ~‘df~r inveslmc~r~t. ;111rl trade and for this Asean 
(:ont.r lP!> llk!f!d nut. looh 1111~1 lif!I‘ lor :;OIII‘CPS ot Investment. But they must 
(:l’t!il I.11 l.ll(’ (‘IiV i roilnipfll ~:oIIclkif: I \‘I’ 10 i nvizstment. I t they don’t, chances are 
1 II \’ (’ :; t (1 ! .  ! .  ~111 (it) ~l:~c!~t~~~i.r~ wtllctl arc also w(ro111q llJvestOrs to create jobs 
*In11 01 Ir!;pl!I Lt.‘.‘,” !I(: .Itltl(‘rl 

I)L’ ~;11l;Jf.tIIi~ :>It !  E:\(;;i KOllld ‘j’!I tllil !aUjJ!)fJrt t rum Malaysia which had 
a1 re;itlv ,ljrpoi ntftl ;I tc;1&11 01 ol!icl;lls LO expedite its take-off. 

H(! :;el!L III ~1llt~~l~d~J $1 I’r~~JlOll 11111 ot !)ot.elltl~lls not Only in agriculture 

alit1 Lo\lrl:;rii tlIit. otl~cr i;itlrr:;Lries, adding that with its big labour force it 
ts bet.t(:r to rct!;lLe new I;il)our-intensive industries here.--more A&l OS 
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More peol~le AI-C’ qoincl to tJ11y products 1 ram Lhese IleWly-ql-OWillq 

t.erL’i~Ul~le~; Jild tJOU!;t tili.her iiltrd-t\!;ed[l trddc. 

11 e sditl focus si10111rl bc on stlmulatinq Nalaysia-Philippine trade which 
I :; St.! 11 Vl!L‘\ :;ma 1 1 but W’I (.lL ‘I’;rzGrz , both sides can identify what one can buy 
dIllI !;(‘I I I.0 f?,lf:ll fJ1.llf!I‘. 

tJn~ill I)omlncluf~I.. the pro:;Ideutlal assistant for Mindanao, in a briefing 
for I)r M,ihatthir ssld l’resldent Ramos pays special attention to Mindanao’s 
clevf!lotJmf~rlt 111 order LO ,~tldrcss the root c~lu~es of past insurgencies. 

Trolrbles in the province ln t.he early 1370’s caused tens of thousands 
ol [:il tnlnor; to tl(!c to :;abah ;lcross the :;ulu Sea where most: remain till 

inquez said senior otticials would meet here 
HOIJ. This will be followed by the launch of ‘an 

I Iirr+? In JYdL’. --more AIJ US 



MillId tll 1 r- ( Wl~dD-Ul~ 1 0 I)dVAo City 
Tur-IIIIIU lo 111. tidhdt.hl I’. tI(: said: ” \‘cJull hi~~toI~lC visit is the strongest 

! ,  1(111.1 1 I’lbl ~IIld WI I1 h‘lVl~ 4 Url?dC lon(l-tl!l.HI IMI!J~c~ 011 thl! deVelopRent of 
k:;\ci;\. ‘r’oll hdVt8 Il(Jt 0111!’ ~IIOilqht !!~!dy!.l,ill U! 1 AcldlG dlld 1ilVestOrs to 

Hllll~~lrl~l~l. LOII t1.1: I’ -lnc~ll!.l~~l tllc VOI’ !  d + :; at F.I!II~ lo11 tu Hindanao and EAGA". 
“l)l’ bi*ltld~tllI . \‘OII ~IclL’~’ III ~(!cLcd a much \;~:luo~n~!tl :;hot oi adrenalin into 

EAtiA iniLi31.ivtf. 
il ddtl . ” 

Iiisturv wi 11 reveal tll;lt vou truly made the difference, he 

EAGA ~111 inteurdte over .?O million pcx~pt~: into a vibrant consumer 
market through cross-border trade and investment by improving transporation 
and communication linkaoe:; within th sub-region. 

Earlier in a speech on arrival at Davao airport tarmac, Dr Mahathir 
Said he w<is very 11d!~py to be in Minda]lao to be wit]1 “our brothers, 

and cousins” . 
sisters 

Several times during the visit, he said the Filipinos and Malaysians 
were b;lsic;lll!, the same people, coming from the !;;lme stock whose roots 
I:CIU~~ he t~;~cctl Co the YUII~II province in Cl~l~~;l.--more AU ()s 
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Since dnciellt !.I me':;, there have been excl~ang~~s of visits between both 
sides, but becaust? they iire seuarated by the st:as, they have not been able 
to have the kind of tier; which they should havtt. 

"we trave manv thinq:; 111 common. I have come here to learn more about 
tl115 p,ift. 01 l.l~c‘ I’h~lippines to bring ahout clusel - ties. If we succeed in 
csl.;lh 1 I :;II I nq 1.11~ EA(;A, XV I:~II look forward to clreater prosperity,” he said 
to the CllcPr!. (I; :1,000 fJeclple who wciited at the tarmac t0 WelCOIIIe him. ’ 

I)r bl;lCrtltIllr wa!; nre~e11tet1 with the kuv to the! city by I)avao Mayor Rudy 
I)etc!rL~!. 
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