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MAHATHIR'S PHILIPPINE VISIT & BIG SUCCEDS

From Azman Urang r

DAVAO CITY (Plutiouinesi, Feb b (Berpama) -- Malavsian Prime MInister
Datuk Seir I Qhﬂyﬂlnr Mohamad 11u9’ﬂ8£l trom this capital of Mindanao
nrovinee today, ending his otfictal visit Lo the Philippines which achieved
in tour dava what have eluded the Lwo countries 1n decades.

Dr Maltathii simoly won the hearts ot the Filipinos -- politicians,
businessaen, the media and the man-in-the street -- going by their
GULoouL g o admitation 4t vaiious tunctions. 1 the press (which seldom
has nmice words Lo sav ahonl politicians) and the thousands who turned out
Lo give litw rousing welcome.

among othet nratses. he was described as a "really true and inspiring
Asran Jeader™.

e Mahathio's choree ol this once-troubled province in Southern
Philivpines as the last leg of hls visil gives added significance to his
mission, sending strong siqnals of Malavsia's support to the East Asean
Growth Area (EAGA) provosed by the Philippines to buost economic linkages
between Mindanao, Bast Malaysia, East Indonesia and Brunei.

He drove home one c¢lear messadqe in his various speeches —— the time is
Haw Tibe to sink nolitieal difterences between Malavsia and the Philippines
for the sake of economic vrosverity.--more AU 08
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Dr Malkathir makes 1t known that Malavsia, with one of Asia's highest
economic qrawth rates. is only too eager to help the Philippines out in
ceonomic development so it can catch up with the rest of the pack in the
Associalion of ‘south East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

As usual. Dr Mahathir does not mince his words. and this, too, vwowed
the Filininos.

The droup of top businessmen he brought along signed nine memoranda of
understanding (MOU) to invest over 10 bhillion pesos ((P1=RM10) in the
Philivbine. The nrojects range from power generation, water, infrastructure
to hotels and resorts. -

The contentious issue of Manila's claim on Sabah -- which has chilled
relations between both nations tor over 30 vears -— was brushed aside and
Aot raised at o wll o talhs between Dr Mahathic and Philippine President
Fidel Ramo:,.

Aier theto bitateial meeUing on Thursday shortly tollowing Dr
Mahathit s wrcaval. both leaders met adarn the following dav -~ this time
shevilieally Lo discuss olans by Proton to assemble Lhe national car in the
Phialiporines, ==more AU 00
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Ir Mahathir said he was touched by the hospitlity of the Filipino
peonle —— thousands lined up roads to the airports at Subic Bay which he
visited vesterdav and even bigger crowds qreeted him at the Davao
International Aiport today.

In a speech to husiness and communitv leaders here, the Prime MInister
sajid: "We believe political issues become less important if countries
become prosperous. If the people are prosperous they don't like instability
and 1nsecurity which will adversely affect economic prosperity".

"It 1s easter for us to work together for economic development than to
solve political vroblems which sometimes defy solution,” he said in a
verled reterence to the Sabalh clatm.

"Atter A7 vears of independence, thiis 1o the f1rst time that a Malaysia
Prime Minitster 1s visiting the Philippines. Last vear, President Ramos made
a state visit to Malavsia Lo exchdange views on the cconomic development of
oul two countiries™,

He waid Asean countries had become the fastest growing economies

because ot exvertence-sharing vhich enabled them Lo avoid making mistakes
made by other countiles.--more AU 05
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Une oi the mistakes 14 tor developing countries to keep out foreign
tnvestors lor the gsake ol maintaining their nationalism and independence.

In Asean's case, lorelrdn investors need not necessarlly come from
outside bhul trom within Asean 1tselt. Asean qroups Malavsia, Indonesia,
Thairland, Singapore, the Philippines and Brunel.

“There should be cross-bocrder investment and trade and for this Asean
contries need not look further for sources of investment. But they must
create the environment conduclive to tavestment. It thev don't, chances are
snvestors will qgo elsewhere which are also woolnyg investors to create jobs
and orospertty,” e added. -

Dr Mahathinr sid EAGA would get tull support trom Malavsia which had
already appolnted a team ol olticials to expedite 1ts take—off.

He sees 1n Mindanao a region full of votentials not only in agriculture
and tourism but other industries, adding that with its big labour force it
ts belter to resite new labour-intensive industries here.--more A¥ 08
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More people are qoing to buy products from lhese newlv-growing
territories and boost futher intra-Ascan trade.

He said tocus should be on stimulating Malavsia-Philippine trade which
ts oUill very small but witlh EAGA, both sides can identify what one can buy
and sell to each other.

paul Dominauez. the presidential assistant for Mindanao, in a briefing
tor Dr Mahathir said President Ramos pavs special attention to Migdanao's
develoument in order to address the root causes of past insurgencles.

Troubles in the province in the early 1970's caused tens of thousands
of Filininos to flee to Sabah across the Sulu Sea where most remain till
this dav,

EAGA 15 no chetoric. Dominguez said senior ofticials would meet here
next month to tormalise an MOU. This will be followed by the launch of an
Fant Asean Buniness Council here in Mav. --more AlU 08
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Turning to Dr Mahathir. he said: " Your historic visit is the strongest
stanal ver and will have o great lona-terwm twpact on Che development of
EAGA. You have not only brought Malaysian ofticials and 1nvestors to
Mitdanao. vou have tocused the world's attention Lo Mindanao and EAGA™.

"D Mahathar . vou have injected a much welcomed shot of adrenalin into
BAGA inilialive. Historv will reveal that vou trulyv made the difference, he
addd."

EAGA will integrate over 40 million people into a vibrant consumer
market throual cross-border trade and investment by improving transporation
and communication linkages within th sub-reqion.

Earlier in a spveech on arrival at Davao airport tarmac, Dr Mahathir
sald he was verv happv to be in Mindanao to be with "our brothers, sisters
and cousins".

Several times during the visit, he said the Filipinos and Malaysians
were basically the same people, coming from the same stock whose roots
could be traced to the Yunan province in China.--more AU 08
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Since ancient Limes. there have been exchandes of visits between bothbl
sides. but because thev are separated by the suas, tliey have not been able
‘ ; : 1 Cotles 1 should have.
to have the kind of ties which they s ‘

"We Mtave manv thinds in common.l have come here to'learn.mOLe aboutd -
this part ol the Philippines to bring about closer ties. If wg suscee l'd
estubilshinq e EAGA, we can look forward to ureater prosperity, hpe sal
Lo the cheers ol 3,000 people who waited at the L?rmac to welcome 1§.d

Dr Maahthir was oresented with the Key to the city by Davao Mayor Rudy
heterte. . ‘ ' .

Later at a hotel, he witnessed the signing ol another MOU, thl?.tlmed o
between Malaysia's Pilgrims Hanagement and Fund Board (Tabung Haji) an e

] : wWhie : lon.
Phitionine Hay and Endowment Foundatio L
Both aaencies have agreed Lo cooperate to enable Muslims trom Bouthern

Ul ub e Lo ot form the Hap snoa svatemalic wav as beiny handled by

Tabung Hayi . --Hetnama
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