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Ncxspzptrr-visit. 
NEW 1,EVEL OF KL-HANI LA ‘RELATIONS BENEFITS REGION, SAYS DAILY 
bm 

SINGAl'ORI1. Fcb 7 (Dctn~ma) -- The new era of r;lations between Malaysia 
and Lhc Phil ipplrlcs following Lhc! rcccnl. visit to Hanila of Malaysian Prime 
Hlnlster Datuk Scri I)r ti,~llathir tiohan;ld vi11 benefit the rcqion, according 
lo a Sinqaporc ilnily. 
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Ilr Hahathir’s visit- and the warn we:c*onc accorded by the Filipinos were 
an lndlc:aLion that the tuo counLrics dre Iookinq forward and want the leVe1 

of relalion:; Lo be further cnhancctl, LIIC Bcrita Harian said in its 
editorial. 

“This is a positive attitude because it will not only benefit both 
countries but also the region,” it said. 

The piipcr said the new spirit demonstrated by Dr Hahathir and President 
Fidel Ramos took place at a time when the region was experiencing rapid 
economic growth. 

The qreatcr emphasis towards economic cooperation given by Dr ljahathir 
and his delegation xluring the visit to the Philippines was apt, it said. -- 
more 
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N~!WSP~~JJ(:I*-VI!;I t 2 (l,tst) Xinqaporc 

Accord i h\q Lo the ilcwspapcr, a ncn era had dawned folllowing the visit 
of Ramo:; to Malaysia last year but it had become more significant with the 
reciprocal visiL ol Dr M+ha.tllir as he is the first Malaysian prime minister 
to make an official visit to the Philippines. 

It said Malaysia and the Philippines should not allow the latter’s 
claim to Sabah to affect their relations but on the other hand look for 
common ground. 

The economy otfercd much com~non ground as both countries could 
conperatc and the benefits could hc shared by the peoples of both, it said. 

With stroncj economic links and greater spirit of cooperation, the”Sabah 
.claim could be resolved more quickly and in a manner acceptable by both 
sides, it said. 

“Th: pI.OblCln <Jr ti:[‘I’il(Jris~l cldim:; iS IlOt something unique faced only 
by Halay:;l,l 4ntl the Philippine!; a!; a similar problem was faced by Singapore 
rind HC~lllysi,t ;1nt! Indonrt:; ia 2nd ~a I ;ly:;i 1’1, to quote examples,” said the 
Irapcr. III f;lcl 1 t 1:; rrmunrdcd “a common problem" among neighbouring 
count r I cl‘ .a . 

“1 t 1:; hoped thdt A:;ran counlrlc:; I;1cln~l chl: prohlcm can produce an 
'hsran fr~rmul~~ dr,lvn f ram the spir1 t of Asean consensus that could serve 
l~s dn cs‘rrpl~ to other r:ountrlcs tacinq the same problem,” the daily said. 

lialays~a atid lhc Phi lippines could hc the pioneers in looking for a 
lormulc rcqdrdlnq lhct f’hilippinc claim to Sabah, it said. -- Bernama 
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