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Mahathj r - 131-j Lain ” ’ 
MXi,AYS,TTA IIISAPPOTNTEI) OVER URITISII GOVT’S SILENCE, MAHATHIR 
hm 
KUiLA LIJMI~IJR, March Y 1 Uernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 

wj r Mohamatl sa j tl t.or1.i ght, the Malaysj an Government j s disappointed over 
t.he Bri t.ish Government.‘s silence on the lie< spread by the irresponsible 
Brj t.i sh mass media. 

He said t.he Uri t.ish Government also did not. act. well. t-o deny or give a 
t.rne ~+~pl anat.jon WI t.he r:l aj ms by t.hF! j rresponsj hle aedja in that country 
t.hat. t.he 1 earlt?l-:; of the Malaysian GovernmentS were corrupt. 

nr i t..i sh newspapers r~ec:r?nt:ly at-tacked Dr Mahathir and nt-her Malaysian 
leader-s of having received pay-offs for approving privat.ised projects to 
Rr i t.i sh companj es. 

Dr- Mahat.hir, howc?vet, said that- t.he Malaysian Government. had no quarrel 
wi 1.11 t.he nr.i t.i sh Government. and Rrj t-j sh campaxi es when j t. decided not to 
offer any new c:rlrttr;tc:t.s t.0 Rrit.i sh companies. 

““we have no qua~.rel wj t:h the Rri tjsh Governmc?nt and aI.so have no 
qua r re 1 w i t.h any c:CHllpilll~ . . _ . we are only ang;ry with. the British press and we 
have no way of taking acti WI agaj nt t%e Rr-j t.i sh press,” he said when 
breakiny the fast. with 1lmr11~ Yost-h leaders here toniyh.t. -- more 
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Mahathir - Urit.nin 2 Koala Lumper 

IJr Mahat% i r saj (1,. t.hr! qovcrnment- was const.nnt.ly monitorj ng every 
ysia t-0 know what they cleV’~!~opm~?nt an(l tnreiqn new!;p;ipr!r rip0rt.s on Mala 

were sayi ncj ahollt. t.hi s r:ount.ry. 
Ilt: sdid nf+W:;p;iper:; in any par-t nt the world had 

the! tr11t.h bllt. it. tljtl IInt. mean t.hat. t.hey had the r 
sweepinq rep0rt.s on any part.iciilar matter part.ic:il 
r3nnt.r i t!s . 

t.he freedom t.o report. 
i yht. to tel.1 lies and make 
larly against, developing 

“Frw to t.el 1 1 ies is not. a r i qht of t.he press, free to report. the 
1.131t.ll. . .yes,” hc? sa i tl, atltli nq that, “Wp al so have no quarr-el with John Major 
bnt. wi t.h prt?s:; fl.e~?dom in t.h;rt collntry.” 

(III c 1 a i ms t.h;iat. t.he Ilr i t.j sh Government- gave aj tl for the RMI hi 11 ion 
Perqau hydra-el.t3:tOr i.c dam projec:t, in Kelantan, Dr Mahathir explained that 
the amount. was act~ual I y not: an aj,d but. a I oan g:i ven at. the minj,muw interest 
rate of 0.08 per c:ent. 

HF! said the loan was not. received hy the Malaysian Government but was 
pai i1 t.o t-he company .i nvol ved in the project. -- more 
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Mahathir - nritain 3 Kilala Lumpiir 

“The money dj tl uot. go jntn the pocket. of t-he Prime Minister or any 
nt-her Mini ster, we only borrowed to pay the company, Balfour Beatty,” Dr 
Mahath i I’ saj (1. 

tie also said t~hat, the British Government’s aid was actilally aimed at. 
helpi nq nr- i t.j sh companies sec~~re contracts and not to help the Malaysian 
Government. _ 

ttt? s;iitl most. Urit-ish companies gave higher qnot.at.inns than other 
fii-eigrl companies and t.n help nr..it..ish companiep, the Rrj ti sh Government. 
qavc: a id t.0 t.hctm. 

On the (:Irlim t-hat-. a Bri t.ish const.ruct.inn company, Wimpey Group paid 
~IS$5~,ONl t.o I)r Mahathir t-n get. .a contract for- an al&rijum smdter; the 
Prime Minist.er said Malaysia had no proposal to set up such a project,. 

“k’e tl,lVe Ilo pl‘Il.ie!Ct. for SllCtl il J)l ant., t.ht: government. al so does nnt have 
dntl t.hs J1l’ivat.e set:t.or also does not II.dVe,” he said. -- more 
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Maha t.h i r - Britain 4 (last) Kilala Lilmpiir 

He said it. would have heen stup.irl for W.impey t.o have paid money for a 
non-exi st6nt project:. 

As of now, t:he M;ilnys i an Government had only stopped giving government 
r:ont.rar:t.s ant1 tl i tl not. propose t-n take other actjon. 

He sa i (1 Malay:; icon s t-utlellts wniild cnnti nue t-n he sent t-0 that country’ 
for st.Iltli es, atltlj nq tllat. "next: Lime if r-utlfeness pr-eva.i Is, then other action 
wil 1 be c:nnCemplat.ed.” 

Earlier, Ilmnn Youth head Tan Sri Ahdul Rahim Tamhy Chik said his 
movement. fu 1 1 y silppnrtet1 the government,’ s act-j on and urged the government 
t.0 Iw firm with it.s decision. 

, 

He said f.lre qovernment shnlll d alsn atleq~tately brief Asean countries on 
* t.hc? aat.t.clr 1.0 ensure that. t.hey did not. have a had impression of this 

~:oltllt. ry . -- TJernamd 
1iS TS AAM ” 
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