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Mahathir-Major 
MA30R ENTITLED TO SAY ANYTHING, SAYS DR MAHATHIR 

99 
KlJALA LUMPUR, March 2 (Bernama) -- Batuk.8eri nr Mahathir Hohamad said ’ 

Brit,ish Prime Minister -John Major was entitled to say anything pertaining 
t.o Malaysj a’s decj sion not. to award new government- contracts to British. 
firms. 

“However, T have to check wllether his statement was true or just 
mi sreport.(:tl hy t.he ~etll il , ” he :;ai d when asked to comment on Major’s 
s t. a c em e n t t. I I a TV f-l a 1 k y 5 i il w,pls being short-sighted and unjustified in banning 
Brj t.jsh firms frost government, contracts in a row over press reporting. 

\ 

k!iljcJr was I*+:pcJrt.f+d I;o hiive made the remarks in an iIIterVieW with the 
Britjsh Bro;l(J(:;ist:jncJ Corpr)ration (BBC) on his return from a visit. to the 
Iln i t.ed Sr.a tes . 

Xpeak inq t.0 rr:port.ers ,jfr.er breaking fast with 220 orphans at Carcosa 
Sri Negara. here. t.onjcJht., he said Mnlaysi a kneu what- it. was doing. 

“Althouqh Malaysia is 1101: a brilljant countOry and just a ‘banana 
republ i (: ’ , we k II 0 w w 11 a 1: we a 1-e rln i ng . 

“so, sometimes.we make mistakes but allow us to enjoy the mistakes,” he 
sai tl. -- more 
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l)r Hah’ar.hi r also said he was nor. going ta take any new action until the 

irr~?sponr;ible British press hail learnt. I::I report the truth. 
“I’ve tJle poucr but. ttlti [JnWL?r is exercised together with Cabinet 

m rt m h it r :; . 1 ‘m not. going t.o do ilnything and my Cabinet. is not going to do 
anyl.hj ng,” he :;ajtl. 

He tei terat.it(l t.h;lt. Hhl;iy:;ih h;itl nothing ;iqain:;t. t.hc ‘Biitish government, 
i t. :; husine!::;mc:n ;1r1(1 t.lltr J31-i tish people but. Malaysiil could not. tolerate the 
kind nf 1 ies spr~?a~l by t.hc: British press. 

The accusat.ions hurled against, him had spread throughout the world and 
. marred his reprltal:ion, ht? said, adding thar. he had no other means to 

COI‘1‘CrCt. al 1 t.llC lies. 
” T t. ’ s so. easy to say other people are corrupt., but what is the prOOf ," 

he seitl on a cl aim that. a Rri tish construction company, Wimpey Group, had 
paid. US$Sfl,OOO (RM135,000) in bribes in its bid for a contract to build an 
iililminium smel t.er. 
: The Malaysian government had 

-nr Mahat.hir said t.hat if the 
then he should be arrested and 
prove the allegation. 

“This man says he gave lJs$sO, 

stated that there was no such project. -- 

Wimpey official confessed he paid bribes 
charged as this would be the only way to 

000 to somebody who purportedly . . -. represented mt? and tleposi t.ed it. In the Swil;c* 
him,” he said. 

.., Bank. Well, you better charge 

Asked on the position of. British ‘firms which ‘had been awarded i 
government. cant.ract.s, Dr Majriithir said they would not be affected. . 

He said the government’s decision applied only t-o n6w”tiontract.s. -- 
Rernama . . - . 
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