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KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathlr Mg-
hamad said téday the Gov-
Aamnad

ernment will not do any-
thing to reverse its decision
not o give new contracts to
British companies until the
British Press learns to
speak the truth.

The Prime Minister said
he had the power to reverse
the decision but added that
the power was exercised to-
gether with Cabinet mem-
bers.

He said this when he was
asked what could be done to
reverse the decision, espe-
cially when he was told that
he had the power to do so.

He said: “1 have the power
but that power is exercised
together with Cabinet mem-
bers. But I'm not going to do
anything and my Cabinet is
not guing to do anything
until the British Press
learns to speak the truth.

“{t 15 50 hard for them to
speak-the truth. For exam-
ple, television - - whenever
thev tape anything I say -—
thev only pick ous some-
thing that will reflect badly
on Malaysia. And that is
screened.

“The rest of what 1 say
will not be screened. I'm
quite sure thic is going to
tappen also.”

Dr Mahathir had earlier
hroken fast with 220 or-
phans and handicapped
children. The funclion was
arranised by the Welfare
Body of Wives of Ministers
and Deputy Ministers (Bak-

A‘:l«r\d what he felt could
be done to try to resolve this
dispute. the Prime Minister
said: "“The British Press
shouid get their facts right.
Don’t o around saying that
we are corrupt, that we re-
ceived UUS$60,000 when
these things never hap-
pened.

“They didn't even bother
to check whether there was
an aluminium smelter or
not. T'here 1s none, And this
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man says he gave US$50,000
to somebody who claims to
represent me and then de-
posits it into a Swiss bank.
Well,
him.”

Dr Mahathir said: “Tell
the truth! Is it so difficult to
tell the truth? For example,
when the British Govern-
ment gave us a loan, say
that it’s a loan and not a
grant.

“And of course, when we
were negotiating to buy
arms, we were also negotiat-
ing to do a lot of other
things. Are we supposed to
stop negotiating for other
things because we are try-
ing to buy arms?

“If the British had told us
that while negotiating for
the purchase of arms you
should not do anything at
all, then it's okay ... then we
probably won’t buy the
arms and we go for other
things. We can buy from
other people.”

When he was asked to
comment on the issue’s im-
plications on Malaysia-Bri-
tish relations, Dr Mahathir
said: “We have nothing
against the British Govern-
ment. We have nothing
against the British business
people or the British people.

“What we can’t stand is
the kind of lies that are be-
ing spread by the British
Press. Today, we learn that
these lies have been printed
all over the world and my
reputation had been be-
smirched by the British
Press, and 1 have no means
to correct that.

“l can’t go all over the
world and say that I am not
corrupt. It is so easy to say
other people are corrupt ...
but where is the proof? This
man comes up and talks
about a project that does not
even exist.

“Why didn’t you tell the
people in Britain that there
was no aluminium smelter
and that this man must
have given the money to
somebody who conned him
.. but instead you publish
this as fact.

“And some wise guy in
some club says — ‘Oh, of
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you better charge’

course, those bloody natives
are corrupt’. What'’s so diffi-
cult about telling the truth.
If it's wrong for the British
to lend us money for the
Pergau project, take it out
on the British Government,
why pick on me?

“(It) seems that my father
was not promoted, that I
couldn’t study law ... what
rubbish ... it becomes so per-
sonal. My father was pro-
moted. He rose from a teach-
er to Dbecome the
headmaster of the first En-
glish school in my State.

“He was promoted. And
subsequently he became se-
nior auditor, that was a pro-
motion. Why pick on this
kind of things? They say I
am thick-skinned but I am
prickly. How do you become
prickly and thick-skinned at
the same time? Either
you're thick-skinned or
prickly — not both at the
same time. It’'s quite a
feat...”

Asked whether Malaysia
would continue receiving
British aid, the Prime Minis-
ter said: “For the moment,
we are not taking anything
from the British.

“Whenever they ask for or
... propose a project, they
always suggest that the Bri-
tish Government can offer
some help. Okay if it’s a soft
loan ... that helps. If it's a
grant, that also helps.

“But if they don't do that,
their project will be too cost-
ly and you’ll probably give
the project to other people.

“The Japanese lend us
money, no strings attached.
We can get other contrac-
tors from outside ... but Bri-
tish loans or grants are tied
to giving projects to British
companies.”

. He added that the Govern-
ment would honour its obli-
gations on signed contracts.
“We honour our obligations.
But why should we give con-
tracts but in the end we get
hammered for it with a lot of
lies?”

Asked if there was any-
thing that the British Gov-
ernment could do to resolve
the issue, including the pos-
sibility of an apology from
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British Prime Minister John
Major, Dr Mahathir said:

“No, No, I'm not asking
him to apologise. As I said, I
have no quarrel with him. I
don’t ask him to apologise.
My piece is with the British
Press. I'm not asking him to
do anything. I'm not asking
anybody else to do any-
thing.

“But it’s about time that
the British Press at least
prints the truth. Every time
they talk about Malaysia,
they say — ‘Oh, controlled
press’. We have in Malaysia
newspapers which support
the Government. But we
also have newspapers
which are very anti-govern-
ment except that they are in
the vernacular Press.

“They are in Chinese or
Malay, and you don’t read
them, and you say we con-
trol the Press. Having news-
papers which support the
Government does not mean
we control.

“Even in Britain, you
have newspapers which
support the Conservative
and Labour parties. That
doesn’t mean that you con-
trol ... but there are people
controlling the Press.

“The owners control, the
journalists control, the edi-
tors control. If the editors
don’t behave, they get
kicked out. When (Rupert)
Murdoch took over The
Times, the first thing he did
was to kick out the editor.
That’s controlling.

“But there is no such
thing as a free Press. In any
case, a free Press is free to
tell the truth, not to concoct
lies! If that is what is meant
by Press freedom, then I'm
sorry for you.”

The Prime Minister then
said that he was told that
Malaysia '‘would suffer and
that it was making a mis-
take. He said: “We will see
who suffers. There is some
idea among the British pa-
pers that if we don’t give fat

. contracts to British compa-

nies, then we cannot devel-
op this country.

“For 37 years we have de-
veloped this country with
less than no help from the
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British. You may not agree
with me, but I think we have
managed. Would you please
repgrt the truth of what I
av?”
Asked whether he agreed

that raising the issue was a .

mistake, Dr Mahathir said:
“I think people should at
least know the facts if they
want topublish anythin%

" “In the firét place, the Bri-
tish Government never
gave us a grant of £240 mil-
lion. If they give, we would
be very happy toreceiveit ...
but it was a loan which we

have to pay back. At least
the British papers should
get it right that it was aloan
and not a grant.

“There is a world of differ-
ence between a loan and a
grant, But apparently the
British Government did not
point out these things, and
so they keep on harping
about this grant given to
Malaysia.

“Get your facts right. And
then this man who said that
he bribed me for a project {0
build an aluminium sr -

er. In the first place, nobody
is building an aluminium
smelter in Malaysia. Cer-
tainly not the Government,
so obviously he got every-

thing wrong.
“ d~¢§1e es! to
bribmg ‘Me, I*think' he

should be arrested for brib-
ing people and cKarged for
bribery .’ hénaf yorigan
prove that ave accepted
bribe, than you can charge
me t00.”

His wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, who
is also Bakti president,

joined him"in T(fiing away
presents and duit raya to
their guests.

Besides Bakti, the event
was co-sponsored by Land-
marks Berhad, Trimula De-
velop#¥n®Sdn Bhd, Mobi-
kom Sdn Bhd and Carcosa
Seri Megara.:

Mschildn were from
the Tengku Budriah Or-
phanage in Cheras, Taspu-
tra Perkim, Darul Kifayah
Orphanage and the Cheras
Rehabilitation Centre for
the Handicapped.
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