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Mahathir-Britain

BRITTAH PRESS OUT TO UNDERMINE MALAYSIA

hm o‘q,

KOTA BAHARU, March 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohagmad said
today that the British media made all sorts of false allegations against
the Malaysian leadership hecause they wanted to undecrmine Malaysia's
eredibility in its efforts to solve world problems. ,

They hoped that by giving a bad impression of the country's leadership,
Malaysia's voire in the international arena would no longer be respected,
he said.

"0t course, we cannot determine their true intentions because we cannot
read their mind. But the fact is that the attacks mounted by the newspapers
against Malaysia and its leadership could have the effect of reducing -
people's trust in us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this at a dialogue with federal officers at the Dewan
Wawasan, Maktabh Perguruan Kota Baharu in Pengakalan Chepa here.

He said that because they controlled the world press, any report by
them was widely distributed in the world, and any denial by the Malaysian
leaders rould not‘possibly get the same mileage. -- more
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Dr Mahathir said the newspapers could not be botherad whether there was
any basis to their allegations bectause they had specific aims to achieve.:
This farced the government to take action and the action chosen was to
stop ¢giving new contraets teo British companies, he said.
He said it was hoped that this action would make them realise that the
people in this country were digssatisfied with them. A
Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was fortunate that it could resort to sueh-an
action, something which not all developing nations were in a position to
do. . oo
This was because Malaysia was not too dependent on British aid, he
said.
He said Malaysia's development had reached a stage where although it
was somevhat dependent on their aid, it was not to the extent of making the
country vilnerable to economic pressures. )
"Ii they try to be funny with us, we can also take action," he said. —- _
more . )
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Dr Mahathir said the federal government was concentrating on
development efforts to turn Malaysia intu a developed nation.

“"The government wants to see the people of this country equipped with
the effiriency and knowledge that can determine the trend of our
development withont being dependent on others,” he said.

However, the devplopmpnr songht was not the kind of progress achieved
by some ecountries in Burope whprﬂ there vas too much emphasis on

materialism.

Malaysia wished to become a d9v910p9d rnnntLv which also possessed
nohle values, he said. =

Dr Mahathic said administrators should discharge their duties as a
professional hody implementing all the policies made by the elected
goyernment,.

The separation and connection hetween the plprrpd government and
administrators was an 1pportant matter which, if not understood, might
render the administrators incapable of administering the country
successfully, he ddded. -- Bernama

HT YRY

v03/03/2]-58MST

v03/0%/22-23M0T
R GE 03-03 00120 EHGOR
eng .

Maha\hlr Bllf:ln 4 {last) Kota Baharu {ceopen item)

In his speech, Rural Development Minister Senator Datuk Annuar Musa
said the federal government had never neglected Kelantan and the alleocation
-of EMY,95) mi)lion to the state under the $ixth Malaysia Plan was testimony
to this,

Of the amnunt, about &M799 mlllxnn or 40 per cent of the allocation had
been spent, he said.

He said 14 prn;prts on hpalth education, public works and rural
development would be implemented this year at a cost of RM299 million.

The federal government would rebuild the dilapidated Kota Baharu
Hospital at a cost of BM4S million, he said. -- Bernama
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