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Flahat.hit-Brit.ain 
BRTTTSH COVERNMENT CAN DEFUSE STTIJATTON BY EXPLAINING ISSUE 
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CT, 
KllXLA T,llNPlIR, March 3 ( ernam) -- hatuk Geri Dr Mahathir Moharaad today 

indicated t.hat. Lnndnn cnuld help defuse the ~ow~liet.ti?en~~alaysia and the 
Rrltish media if it. explains the Pergan hydro-electric dam project to them. . 

The Prime Minister said: “.:s far as I ‘m concerned, we have no quarrel 
wj t-h the Rr i f.i sh government.; we have no quarrel vi th the Brj tish people; 
our quarrel is wit-h the press for printing ruhbisb.” 

“However, 1 think the Bri tj sh government is in pnssession of the truth 
ahn11t the Pergau project. . . . Hnw much money they paid, whether in the form ’ .’ 
of a I oan or in the form of a grant..” “, ” 

“Tt. should he explained to t.he*newspapers because obviously the 
‘I t ,. 

newspapers were coming oat. wj th incorrect reports, so the Br.i tish _I 
government can say, wel.1, it was not a grant, it was a loan,” he told a d 1 
packed press conference after chairing an Urnno Supreme Council meeting. 

Asked if he was disappointed with Prime Minister John Major’s remarks 
on the issue, Dr Mahathir said: “I don’t. vant. to make any comments on Mr f 
Najar’s reaarks. 1 had not said anything against him.” -- more . . 
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“Of conrse, we don’t. expect him to clamp down on the press but I don’t 
know whether anybody should support the telling of lies by the press,” he 
sijitl. . * 
“0.n t.he British media, he said it. would seem to him that they were very 

keen t.0 get. rid of the present Bri t.ish government-. 
“Rut. don’t. ask me for help because T’m not interested in British 

” politir~s,” he said. 
Malaysia last. week announced t-h.at. it.. .wonld stop giving new government ” 

contrac:t.s to Rr i t.i sh companies_.-Jo1 l.owing baseless allegtitions rsade by the 
British press that. Malaysian leaders were corrupt. 

Malaysia was also enragEd h y Brj tish press reports that the Pergau - ’ 
project. was linkt?tl to its purchase nf British arms. 

. Najor had descrjh?tl Ma!aysja's move to deny future government con&acts 
t.n Brit.ish firms as short.-sight.ed and unjustified. -- more c’ * 
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Asked to comment. on Sunday Times editor Andrew Neil’s contention that 
he expressed regret to Malaysia if the nevspaper’s report had been ” 
mi sunderstood, Dr Mahathi r said it yas qu.i te clear that the report had 
inferred that he received money to give a contract to British construction 
company Wi mpey . 

Ur Mahathir said: “If I misunderstand what ‘was writ-ten then lot,s of .. 
other people t.hroughnut. the vorl d-.(woul d also)\ misunderstand because’ 
they’ve been publishing remarks about-. hnw corrupt we all are.” .. 

Nci 1, in a let.t.er to the Times yesterday, said his paper never claimed 
that. the Malaysian Prime Minister had sought or been paid a bribe by 
Wi mpey . 

The Sunday Times had reported that Wimpey approved a lJX50,OOO payment 
tq .a mj dtll eman wha was t-o pay the money into a Swiss bank account for top 
polit.icians in Malaysia fnr helping t.he company, t-o win the contract for an ” 
alumininw smelter. 

The Malaysian g9vernmenp.has described the Suhday Times report as a 
c:omplctc fabrication. ‘; . , : 

nr Mahathir point.ed out.: t.hat.*‘t.here was no proposal to set up such a 
pl ant.. -- Rernama 

. 

, 

I,’ 
. 


	Mahathir - British government can defuse situation by explaining issue (Bernama 04/03/1994)

