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KIIAItA LIJHPIIR, March 11 ( ernama) -- Prime Minis’t.c? Data)! Seri Dr 
Haltat.hi r Mohdmad said HaIaysj a synpat.hi sed with the wotik?S -61 Rri tain who 
~-~;l.-~;~silly-~~ir. jobs in t.he wdke ot K~tala L1Impur”‘s decision not t.o 
ant.crt.aj n Ar i t.i sh compan i&s in awarding government. contracts. 

Neverr.heless, r.he qovernment. c:ould (14, not.hinq t.n wirhdraw the decision 
hecause when contracts W~I’C qj ven tn 1It.i t.lsh companies, the government was 
assailed by baseless a\leyat.ions hy the British mass media dnd even some 
Jfol it.ic:al leaders of that. country. 

“AS such, it we dogtrot. yivr ~:c~t~t.rd~*t'; 1.0 Brkfish comprtntes t.hera ~111 
he no ;l(:(:i~silf. i 011s. Shuultl we g!vp prof i t.s t.o the Brj r.ish companies so that 
t.hey (t.he media ;lr~tl some polit.i(:rll Iciltlers) t:,+n hurl accusations at us?" he 
to1 tl repcorters at. Anqkasaplr i after rtrcordil<g his Harj Raya ressage. 

Trades Union Conyress (TIJC) qenerrll secretary ,John Mnnks was reported 
t.o have writSten t.o Brj t..i sh ‘frade M.i nist.cr Richard Needham to express the 
concern of t.rade unions ahoat. t.he damaging cnnserluenccs for jobs In Britiih 
.indttst.ry if t.he current. rcst.r iction an the intiolvcaant. of Rri tj sh companies 
in government project.s imposed hy t.h& Malaysian yovernamnt. was not 1 ifted. 
-- mare 
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Mahathjx-Br it-a in 2 Kila 1 a I,umpur 

Naws rr?port;s today sa id TlJC al so wrote t-o the Mal ayslan Trades Ilniob 
Canyrass (MTIIC) to seek .i t.s help in appeal ing to the government to withdraw 
the deci s j on. 

Ahoi! t. t.hrae weeks fbqo. the Cabinet. t.ook f~ firm dec:ision t.a stop 
c?ntert.a i n.i ng Rr-.i t.j sh conpanj es in award i nq governi ng contracts becansc the 
British mr?ss mecli~ (]~;!rt.ic1il~cly the Slulday Times and Times) acr:nscrl 
Malaysian poljtjciarts incl~~clinq Dr Mah;rr.hir of t.aking hrihes from British ’ 
cornpan i es _ 

. The ,Sunday Times al leged t.hnt. W impr?y Titt.t?rnat.ic,nal paid 118$50,000 which 
was meant; for Malaysj an po3 i t.j cj arks inc.lud.ing Dr Mahath:i r to wi.p a contract 
for hui lding an alttminittm smelter in Ma1 aysia hut the contract YBS not 
approved. 

Malaysia denietl the allegations and the Prime Minister made it clear 
t-ha\. t.hr? al I eqat.j ens were base1 css’ her:allse the Jjroject was non-e!r.l st.ent.. 

Asked t.o ccxnment. (In t.hrt TUT: concern, 
the newspapers i n fir i taj ri - 

Dr Hahat.hir sdid if. should urge 

Malaysia’s ,lct.ion -- 
thb source of the problem t.hat. led t.o 

t.n st.rlp puhIishinq 1 ies ahut. the country rat.her then 
asking help from t.ha Brj t.j sh government- and MTIJC t-cl r.es(~lve the sj t.uatj.on. 
- rtlf)rt+ 
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Mahathi r-Dr it-a in 3 Koala IIumpnr 

“Ry rj ght , they should urgc’their newspapers. We ask for very li.ttl.e.. . 
that is, don’t. tell lies,” be added. 

Dr Hahathir sa,id Malaysia’s request was not diff:iculi to fulfill 
because all that. was nettdr?d was courage to tell the truth. 

“Say what. is true. Tf people arenat involved .in bribery, don’t say 
there! is IJr ihery. Tt it is a IlJaIJ a!Jd net a ,grant., say it is a loan and not 
a grant." 

Hc said, however, that the mass mcdi it in Britain appeared ta consider 
t;ell.ing lies as fomi.ng part of press freefha. 

Malaysia dries not. agree vith t.hat. view hctrmse press f recdom was 
1 inj ted to reporti 1J.g t-he trut.h and d id n& extend to making f al se 
a 1 I ega t.i ons or condemning SOMeOne, he added. 

"If .they (the newspapers in Rritaln) continue to so so, it ,is difficult 
for us to consider the interest. c, of the workers irr Br.Ctai.n. WC mist give 

. 

prj or i t-y to mr natj on, I' he sa.id vhcn asked if the gowmmnt wmld 
withdraw ,i.ts. dec i si’on should MTIJC make an appeal ou behalf of TIIC. -- more 
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Dr Hahat.hJr was also asked if he would write to the Sunday Times, 
London, t.o, seek that it correct its report. containing the allegations of 
hr;j,hery made agaj nst. Malaysian pol’j t.icians and himself by reporting the 
truth. . 

"Tt.'s of no use for’me t.o write t.o t.he Sunday Times which does not in 
the least. fee1 at fault. hecause. they are the one who’ st-artcd all this,” he 
sa id. 

He add&, howctvcr, r.h,Ik t.he F.inaltcia 
an explanat.jon of the Cabinet, decision 
Financial Tises, not. I;untlay Times, ask 
sme exp I ana t. i m , ” 

1 Times (London) had asked him for 
. “1 received a I’et.ter f ram the 
ing me t.0 give my views. I might givd 

He sai tl Malays ia’s action had nothing t,o do with al legations in the 
kritjsh press about a linkage het.ween Malaysia’s purchase of railit-ary . 
equipment. from Rritain and Hritish aid for construction of the Pergau 
hydrae1 ectrj c dam in Kel ;intan. -- more 
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Hahathir-Britain !i Kiiala Lumper 

I)r Hahat.hir was also asked ahollt. t.he dctrision of t.he House of Coaaons 
ForeLqn Affairs Selccr. Comnrif.r.ee, inuest.iq;tr.inq r.he aid-for-arms 
al legation, t.o ask Rri t.ish Prjme Hinist.er lJohn Hajor t.n show dncomt?nt.s 
relnt.ing t.0 t.hr! matter. 

“That. is their prohlrtn. We (10 not. h++vrt a pal icy or law which says that 
to buy arms, we shwld not. receive ilid hilt. t.hcy have (such provisions) ,‘I he 
said. 

As suCh, he added, it wits not Halnysid’s prohlcm if t.he select 
. comsit.t.ce found t.hat t.hc Rrjt.ish government. was at. fault and condeancd it. 

nr topplt?tl t.hff qnvernacnt.. 
He saitl Malaysia had rtt. no rime mntlr: ;tny reaction t.0 t.he allegat.ion 

that. there was a 1 ink between the Pcryall darn, project. and the purchase of 
weapons from Britain hut. it. only abt.ed on the al.legat.irms of corruption. 

On his meeting with GEC chai ratan Ilord Pryor two days ago, Dr Mahathir 
said the latt.cr was only ieeking information on the c&tic! of Mal.aysia’s 
act:San w.i t,h regards to Rr i t. i she ,canpani.es. -- more 
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Mahathir;Rritain 6 (last.) K11ala IIumpur . 

As a husj nessman, Pryor was concerned over’ the si tuati.on and he. wanted 
to know how he could help overcome the problem, he added. 

“T explaj~led the true s.ituation and expressed haw disappointed \~e w.erc 
by the at.t.itndt! of t.hc Brit,ish newspapers and stand taken by some of the 
1 saders of that country who defended the 1 i es in the rieuspapers, *’ he said. 

He described Pryoc’s visir. as,ane “by an acquaintance on another 
acqua i n t-ante . ” 

. 

T,ater, met. hy reporters after lie visit.etl the Paediat..r.ics Tnst.it.nt-e at 
Fhtt Knal a ~WII~II~ Hospi t-a 1 , here, Dr Mahath? r sa.id he had yet to read a 
small art.icle din yssterdayd’s edition of The T.imes (lIondon) ahont a 
repaart. to he plrhl i shed by j t. tomorrow. , 

Yes&t-day, a reader in London sent. a fax of t-he article which said t.he 
newspaper would pllhl ish a report cnti tied “Pal i tics, Power and Malaysia’s 
Pl ayhoy Princes”. 

The article!', writ.t,r?n hy qli~liana Piman, was accompanied hy a photngraph 
of’ the Yang d i-Pr?r*t.llan Agong Sul t.an Azl an Shah.. -- Rcrnama 
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