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Rptng, with correction to Intro: 
Mahathj r-salary @ 
CllGPACS WAGE C1,ATNS CAN BE DTSCDSSED, SAYS MAHATHTR 
hm 

%I KHALA. LIIMPIIR , March 1 1 (Rernama) -- Datrrk Seri Dr Hahathir Hohaaad said 
today the door i s open to ncqot i at. i on on ;iKLG-yi%T%%for the pubii c 
sector proposed by Cuepncs which the cnngrass proposes tr) submit. \n August.. 

However, the prjme mi nj st.er sa id that. any salary increase would depend 
on the yovcrnment’s ability to pay and t.he competitiveness of the country’s 
products in the jnternational market.. 

Commenting on Cucpacs proposal t-n snhmit. claims for a salary review 
for the 8H0,000-strong cjv.il service .in 199S, Dr Mahathir sai.d the union 
leatIers must. also he sensible in t.heir approach to the negotiations and I 
clajms. 

“1 hcrtieve t.hat. the worker’s salaries need t.o he raised hut the 
i ncrcasc must, he in 1 j ne wj t.h p,rodur!t.j v i t-y, ” he toI tl reporters at 
Angkasapuri after rac!orOing his Hari Aidi 1 Fitri. message. 

‘Departing from the normal prat:f.i ce of having wage negotj ations every 
five years, Cupatrs proposes a review three years after implementation of 

’ the New Rem!lncrat.i on System {NRR) whj ch gave a sal’ary increase of eight. to 
10 per cent for all r:ivil SF!I'Vilnt.S. -- more 
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Mahathir-sa l ary 2 Kual a Lumpil’z: : 

. , 
According to Cuepacs, Wch has a membership of ZOO,O,OO, the claim for 

a review every three years was in keeping wi t.h an ayreenent- reached with 
the Pnblic Services Department (PSD) dnring negotiations on the salary ” 

revision in 1990. 
PSI) Director-general Tan Sri Mahmud ‘Taib, when commenting on the 

Cuepacs ’ claim recently, said any sal at-y revis ion rested with the 
government because the NRS had no prov i r,ion for a review. 

Dr Mahal.hi r, who was in favour of hav.ing negot.iations, said it would at 
least. q ive t.he yovcrnacnt. a ch,knce t-o expla in i f i t. t:oul.d not entertain’ 
Cuepacs ’ cl a i ms . 

. “Whilt. is important. is that. when t.hr?rc? are ,c:lairns we negotiate Like 
sensible people,” he saltI. 

He also said that. union Icntlers must. he prrtparttd to be re;tlist.ic if the 
yavernwnt. co111 d not. ent.ert.a i n t.hej r cl a ims. - mow 
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Hahathir-salary 3 (last) Kuala I,ntnpnr 

He said aIt*bough the union 1 eaders had a responsibiljty towards their 
members, the government also had 3 rcsponsibi 1 i ty to ensure a stab.l.e 
economy. 

The prime minister also said that union leaders sl~oulO not resort to 
.industrjal act-ion to ach.ieve their dcmarld for a salary increase as was *a 
nft.en clone by workers in the Oevel;~pcd nntions. 

He sa id ncgot.iat.jon was t.he b$st- way awl workers and caploycrs should 
USC it ta resoi ve their pr%hleas. -- Bernama 
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