
West wants 
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“If they succeed in re- 
ducing the ueonle’s trust 

By LEE KAR YEAN ( ’ foreigners, would be led 
to believe in the accusa- 

KLJAI,A I,UMI’IJl<:~tuk --tions if they were left un- 
~c.yr ~ahathir M&a-- challenged, he said. 
mad & warned the pco- 

i7-e of Western countries’ 
hesire to colonise al- 
though direct colonisation 
had ended. 

“If th‘e rakyat no longer 
believe in their leaders, 

In his Ilnri Ilaya mcs- 
sage over l<Thl last night, 
the Prime Minister said 
the intcntlon (to colonist) 
still rcmaincd Lvith the co- 
lonialists. 

“And they will colonist 
again if given tllc oppor- 
tunity,” hc said, adding 
that the colonisation 
methods included instiga- 
tion by their: trade union 
leaders anti wild ;\ccusa- 
tions by their media. 

I)r MBhathir said his 
description of the West’s 
evil motives was made 
based on feedback and 
thorough investigations. 

lie said the nconlc 
would lose faith .in ‘the 
(;ovcrntncnt if it did not 
respond to wild accusa- 
tions hurled against its 
leaders. 

Malaysians, and even 

their support for the Gov- 
ernment will he weak- 
ened! 

‘*Consequently, the 
country’s development 
will hc nffccted and its 
political stability disrupt- 
ed, hindering the pro- 
gress of the country,” he 
said. 

Ilc said developed 
countries were, to a cer- 
tain cxtcnt, jealous of Ma- 
laysia’s achievements as 
a rapidly progressing 
country. 

“They are worried we 
will also hccome an indus- 
trialised nation like sev- 
eral others in the East. 
Thus, they arc finding 
ways and making at- 
tempts to obstruct our de- 
velopment.” 

Ile also said the country 
enjoyed political stability 
and had a credible Gov- 
ernment which the West 
had tried to destabilise. 

in goiernmeni leaders, 
then the credibilitv and 
effectiveness of the Gov- 
ernment will be jeopar- 
dised. 

“That is why they often 
bad-mouth the Malavsian 
Government and recent- 
ly, they even tried to de- 
stroy the image of Malay- 
sian leaders by alleging 
that they were involved in 
bribery.” 

He warned the people 
against the monopoly and 
influence of a small group 
of Western capitalists on 
the international media.. 

The mass media, cspe- 
cially television, has a 
oarticularlv strone im- 
iact on the fieople a;d the 
control of such media by 
certain people would af- 
fect the thinking. attitude 
and culture of <he people 
in the East. 

He said Malaysia was 
not asking for anything 
extraordinarv but to be on 
par with other countries 
and it did not wished to be 
looked down by anyone. 

On the workers, he said 
the country needed to 
maintain a low cost of liv- 
ing to remain competitive 
and attractive to inves- 
tors and for the same rea- 
son. the workers’ wages 

. had to be kept low. 
“If the develoned coun- 

tries succeeded‘ in push- 
ing the workers to de- 
mand for higher pay and 
organise strikes, then our 
advantage would also be 
gone,” 66 said. 

While the Government 
was sympathetic to the 
workers, they were as- 
sured of getting more 
wages when the produc- 
tivity of the nation in- 
creased, he said. 

“Even today’s wages 
have increased because 
there are more job oppor- 
tunities than the number 
of workers. There i? no 
need for industrial action. 

“On the contrary,, irre- 
sponsible industrial ac- 
tion would affect invest- 
ments, reduce job oppor- 
tunities, increase produc- 
tion costs and impede 
development,” he said. 
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