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BN TO APPROACH YANG DIPERTIUA NEFFPT TO FORM SABAH GOVT AT RIGHT TIME
e . .

KUALA‘LUMPUR, Mareh ]Sq(Bernamé) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) wil) wait
for the right time to approach Sabal Yany Dipertus Negeci Tun Mohamed Said
Keruak to form a nev state governpment in accordance with Lhe constitutjon,
Prime Minister Datuk Seci Dr Mahathic Mohamad seod today.

He said the BN would have the majorily o the state Jegisldtive
assembly tollowing the crossing over ol several Parti Bevsatu Sabah (PBS)
assemblvmen and Lhe formation by Datuh Dy deffrey Kitingan of a new party
which wanted to join the BN,

T owould wean we lave the wajortty and we have to have a no-confidence
vote dggainst Lhe present goveramend., We hope that ;hu"majnrjty of Lhe state
assemblvmen cau decide to form g govermment,” he told newsmen after holding
.4 Hayo Rava open honse dat S0 Perdana for VIP gnests,

The Fiest sitrting of the Saball state assewhbly after Vast month's state
election s slated for Froday. - .
oD Mahathie, who s also Bmio president, sard the PRS pow had less than
Nalf the number of seals g0 the asxpmh\v, sven with the jnclusion of the
six appointed daxsemblvmen,

He also said thatethree- qndlrv«n of the PBS assemblvmen were expected
Lo switeh to the BN.

As a4t woon today, eight P8BS assemblvwen, including pacty
secretary-general Datuk Joseph Kurup and Jeffrev, the vounger brother of
Chief Ministec Datuk Joseph Patein Kitiungan, had announced that they had
quit. Lo support the RN, -- more
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Dr Mahathir sasd the BN would approve the applicataon by the new Parti
Bersdtu Rakval Salah (PBRS) to juin the vodlition. The PBRS was launched
today in Kota Kinabalu with Kurup as protem presydent and Jeffrey as his
deputy.

Kurup and Jettrey ace the assemblymen tor Sook and Bingkor
respectavely.

* The PBS lhad captured 25 sears for a narrow win in the state elecrgon
Jast, month, and Jater appointed six wore assemblvmen as pruvideq for under
the constaytntion, The BN lhad won 23 sedls.

T don't see how the PBS can conbinwe iLs government becduse it s
cledar they they have less than half the number of seats, including the six
additional appointments,” the pryme mimister sand,

De Mahathir saed the BN wonld fulfill tts prowise to rotate the chief
mfnjster'ﬂ.pusL amony the three major gronps jn the state with each leader
SECVINYG 4 Lwo-vedr fterm, —-- nmore
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On his meeling with Jeffrey Kitingan last night, Dr Mahathir said he
- did not make any decision then becduse he was werely informed that there
were assemblymen deaving the PBS and a new party was yetl to he forped.

"T said T want evervone to form a yovermment that will work for all the
people of Sabah and not just & group of Sabahans because, as it is now, it
seems only. 4 small group is getting the henefits,” said Dr Mahathir.

T wanl, the new state government that. wili be formed to really focus on
the development of the state and people. The slogan of Sabah for’Sabahans
must. be dropped,” he saod. '

The prime ministec also wanted the new govecnment to work closely with
Lhe federal government to hoild up Sabal, .

"Phe state govermment will be formed as soon as possible. We will wait
unLiT the situation is ¢lear. At the wmoment, jL is not ¢lear,” he said.

With the defection of Kweup, the 8N npow has 31 wembers, inceluding one
nominated assemblyman, on the state assembly. The PRS is Jeft with 23,
including five nominated wembers, -- Berndma
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