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LONDON, March 17 ( ernama) -- $tlnri;jy Tim~fs Edir.nr Andrew Neil responded ’ 
to Malaysian Pr.ime Minist.er Da.t.uk Seri l>r~ Mahat.hi.r~~Mnh?m~3d’s letter stating __-.. -.~ 
the Malaysian government.‘s rish to cont.inile with its policy of excluding 
Rrj t.i sh c:ont.rar:tors f ram Ma1 aysjan pnhl ir: r:nnt.rant.s hy saying that. he will 
wnt.inue to print. whatever stories he t.hinks fit., and dismissed Dr 
Mahathjr’s denial of the Rr..it.ish t’irm Wjmpey’s bribes in Malaysia as a lie. 

Tn a letter to the ‘Financial Times t.orlay, Dr Mahathir said the “die is 
(!ast.” over the trade hart, alit1 that. r-r?port.s and debates ovf:r the Ma1 aysian 
ban nn rwnt.ract.s for t.he IIri t.ish firms f?xpnsetl a sat1 degree of ignorance or 
(:areless1Iess on t.he part. of t.he Rr i st.j sh press and Rri t.ish personal i t.jes. 

Coming as it. did at. 2 time when disCussinns nvftr t.ht! flaw aid t.o 
Malaysia autl The Snntlay Times art.icle ar:r:usinq r!ol.ropt.ion jn Malaysia 
appear t.o have fizzled out., t.he let.t.er rook Malav:;ia OIICIF! again into the 
mtiju news aqerltla. Tt. I)e(!arn(! I pa0 j t.ew iI1 today’s RRI: t.pl evi s.ion news as 
well as its inflilent.ial t+;trly morning radio I:ilrr‘elct. affairs programme 
“TOdi4~“. 

Referrinq to the ,+wlisat.inns of ‘c:orrltpt.ion III Thr! 2tiuday Times in its 
oriqinal art.i(:la whi(!h vas said t.o have led t.0 Malaysia’s drastic act-ions, 
Dr Maha%hir nrnt.e in a re?:;ponsri t.inqctl wi t.h heavy irnny: “Of course, the 
Ilat.ives art? c:orrullt.. They musr. hts, I)c!(raust! t.hfty ;II‘F~ riot. Rri t.i sh ant1 not 
white. To allege t.h;tt. r.hc! Malaysian Prime Minist.pr is cnrrllpt. is second 
nature. ” 

He t-hen cwestinnetl the nrohit.v of the Brit.ish for t.heir willingness t.o 
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ider giving hrihes is not “lbn t. they have imy sc:rr~pl.es, c)r (10 thei c:ons 
.c:orrnpt-i on? Dr bIahat,h; r tisked. 

He SB id that, allegations of c:orrupt.ion ayai nst. 
“ha se 1 ess” , and even Andrew Nej 3 said the report. 

. Wimpy (t.he const.rw:t.i on company merit. i oned in 
c1en.i et1 t.hesa a 1 J eqati ons, Dr Mahathi r vrot.e . . 

him had t.arne.d ant. to be 
had hen “mi sunderstCfoc1”. 

t.he Sllnday Times a19.icl.e) 

Replyinq to t.his let.t.ar on t.hs “Totlay” programme, Andrew Neil*said: 
“He’s lyinq there.” 

He t.nltl the Today int.~rviev+?r t.hat. he had docwnttl~ t.s t.o hack up his 
sl.ory t.hal. Wj HII* hat1 of ferctl t)r i hfts t.0 t.op Halaysiiin politicians. Wjmpay 
had not. tlt?nit?tl t.hesc? nllaq;lt.ic)ns, he sclirl, add inq t.hat. this vas annt.her 
exa~~plc! of a Malaysian poljt.ician “lyjnq” ahwt. what. Wjapcy said. -- IBOTF! 
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A.sked j f he wo111 tl he cctnt.j nui ng wi t.h hi s expases on Ma1 aysi a in the 
Sunday Tines, he said t.hat. if he nht.ai.nsci more stories about. Malaysia like 
the ona he ran jn his fonr and a half paqc! special Jast. week, he would. 

Neil denied that. he was pursiliny vendetta ayainst. Malaysia, hut. a&led 
&hat. he wrmld not. be int.imj dated by Dr ?ahal:hjr, whom he described as “a 
man who runs most. OE 11 is own press”. 

“‘T don t. think any yovernnent. nr any newspaper can stand far that.“, he 
added, refcrrinq t.o t.he press~~rc! appl id hy Maliys+ia on British contractors 
as ret.al iat.ion for what. Dr Wahathir said vere “t.hreats and lies”. 

111 t. h e 1 et. t. e r , t.h+! rnnt.ent.s of vhir:h verc! used by the! FT in t.heir front. 

page 1 eatI story t.oclay, Dr Hahat.hir also referred t.n report.s of Andrew 
, Neil’s “affair” w i t.h Pamc! 1 n Rordes, +I former researcher, who I)nce worked at. 

t.ha House of Commons. . 
t 

“Al leyinq, wrongly, t.hat. the Mdlaysian Prime Hinist.r?r is rnrrupt. may he 

part. of Rrj t.j sh press freerinm.. RII~. t.hr! Malaysian Prime Minister need not. 

suhscr ihe t.cl t.h;tt., even as Andrew NP~ 1 himself did nnt. ar:cept. repnrt.s on 
his affair vjt.h Pamela Bortlos”, Dr Mahat.hir vrnt.e. -- Rernaaa 

WAH MGN 

tl.7/63/22-07MST ' 

i CR 17-03 0021.7 E881 
REPEAT aae the . * 

Nei l-letter 4 London (renpens) 

Fdlowjng js Dr Mahathjr’s letter: 

MATIAYSTA: NO CONTRACTS FOR BRITATN TF THE CONSEQIIENCE TS YTLTFICATTON 
Frnm t.hc*primtt mini st.er nf Ma1 aysj a 
The rctpnrt.s and tlehat.(?s on t.hr! Ma lays ian ban on c:ont.rac:t.s for Rri t.i sh 

firms expnsc! a sad clegr-c?r of iqnorance nr carelessnl:ss on t.hc+ part nf the 
nrit.ish press and t.he tIrir.ish persnnal it.ies. 

Jn t.Jle f j rst. Jl] d(:e evr!l.yonr sthe~)s i ncapahl e nf tlj st.inqlli shjng hpt.ween a 
loan ;riltl ii qrdnt.. Persist,~nt.ly, t.he IO;III for t.hr! Perqa11 Dam is referred to 
as a qriint.. Had it. heen a qrartt., t.ht! ;taolll~t. wh.i (:II r:rtveretl more t.han ha] f 
the c:c,st. c>f t.he prnjeczt. wo111d c:ert.ainly h;rve made it. a wontlarflll hlly far 
t;hct Malaysjans, 
insist. it. was. 

r!ont.rary 1.0 what. thr! press and some! nrj t.i sh off jcjals 

+ A 1 oati has t.0 by! repaid wil:h irtt.r?rest., however smill 1. The benefit. for 
. MaJaysia wo111d nnly hrt Inaryir1a.l _ On the ot.her hand, if .it. was nc& offered, 

the project could have gone t.tt non-Bri t.ish c:omp;lnitts. hJ)aTl offers soft. 
IninS on a year] y haSi s. Otshf?r- rrbm~t.1 i es a 1 so nf fer grant-s ar loan when 
bicldinq For ~rojer9.s _ 

The Pergail loan serves t-i, help pay a l?rit.ish c:ompany whi.ch presamahly 
won1 cl make a prof i t, . -- Iflore 

WAH MGN 
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So t.he aid henefit.s a I’,rit.is!~ company. Ntlalaysia qet.s nothing other than 

a marqinally lower pricf?. HOW dr.iving a hard har.qain in order t-o save the 
Malays ian qovc?rnmen t, ’ s iilnne!y i I; cons i tlf?riid corrupt. i on i s heymfl us. 

Malaysians arc! nnt. r!f~rfr!erf)F!fi ahout. Rf-i i.i sh S~!IXJI] f?S ovf?r se1 1 iny arms. 
A i’llIS iire arms and, whether t.hey dte gi fr.s or siihsid i sf+?tl or ai dfxl or solrl at 
a massii~e j,r-of ;i t., the pruposc? i 5; t.hct same. 

Tf yen have scniples don t. sell arms at. al 1 . In no other bnsin.ess is 

l-here! so much hypor!r i sy i II t.he wcsr.. Wtlr+jl arms arc! sol 0, long-term paymentx 
or offset. prfxjrammes or spr?r:ial terns iire invariably nffet-ed hy everyone. 

Tn a’ny case it. js clr!ar that. t.he loarr is for. the Pergau Dam. Yt. has 
never heen prnven c:onclusivPly t.hat. it. was for t.hp arms purchase. The 
attempt. t.n 1 ink it. vi t.h t.he arms salfz is pal it.iCal arid intended to 
embarrass t.he Bri t.i sh yovrirnment.‘. Malaysia is not. concerned and did not. 
rF!ia:tL or r:onmr!nt.. 

1111happy wi t.h t.he 1 ack of results nvpr t.hP ~uposr, t.he! Rri t.i sh press 
t.hei~ sli i ft.c?d i t.s focus t 0 Flal ays i a. Of ~:oII!‘.s~ t.hcB riati vf!s arc corrupt.. They 
mllst. hct, hec:alIsc! t.hp?y ;II‘P not. nri i.i :;h and not. wh i trl. To al leye t.hat. the 
Malaysiaa prime mjuj st.F!r accf+pt.ed hrihr!s j s sf?r!ontl nat.ure. HP should aCc!ept 
this allegat.ion I)f!f:ibill;f+, 25 a IIri t.i 511 11tiw:;j);ipc!r lat.er r:offmf+nt.ed, a11 

0 p!,l i t.icans in As.ia arc+ corrupt.. The! qut+st..ior~ is: why tlo t.hr! Rri tish insist 
oh corr1ipt.i nq “corrllpt.” pf?op 1 c!. l)on.‘t. t.ht?y have! any sc:rupl es, nr do they 

I c!r)ris,i der q.i 1I.i nq br.i hss .i s not. r:oi-rnpt, i on? -- RIofe 1 >- WAH MGN , , 

1 

CNS8456 
* . li GE 17-03 - aoaf-) Fmhl) 

sac! the 
Nt?i 1-let.t.r?r 6 London 

The ;rlleqat,ions aqain!;t. the Malaysian prime minist.er have t.ilrne!tl ant. to 
be baseless. WimJwy denj rd (T.hem) _ Even t.hr? cdi t.nr of The F;nnday Times said 
hc was mi siinderst.ootl . 

There was nn t.ender for an alruninillm smelt.er. There was no smelter 
project.. OnI y a feasj hj I i t.y st.lltly ajdctl hy t.hp Rri tish qnvernment., which 
hoped t.0 qplt. t.he project. for a Rri t.ish cnmp;lny, Wimpey. It. was not. 
Ceasihlf?. 

Alleqinq. wroncllv, t.h;tt t.hr Malaysinn prime minisr.c?r is r:nrrupf. may hc? 
Ijar?. 01 Rrj t. i sh prf?ss f ret?doiu. Rut. t.h!! Halays.ian pr-lmf? r~injst.er need not. 
slthscr i ha t,n t.hat., even ,I!; Andrew Nr?i 1 hirnsel f did nnt. accept. reparts nn 
his affa.ir wit.11 Pamela IIortlr~s. 

Press freedom is about- t.t!l. 1 i ny t.hs t.rut.h, ncbt. fahric:at.ing 1 ies far 
whatever purpose. The contempt. for the hllrt. i nfl j ctatl on others seems t.o be 
condoned by t.hc? British government. ant1 people!. No s~!rupl~s ahnut. lying, 
sc?r?mjnql y pl rint.y about. sr?l 1 i ny drms ? The st.andartl answer t.n the Ma1 aysi ans 
is t.hat. t.hr! Rrit.ish press is free. “Lies, damned lies” ;Lre free. Rerlress 
i srl ’ t. . Th i s j s what. western democracy ;rd hriman 1-j qht.s arc! a 1 1 ahnut. Jf 
t-his is nnt. moral decadence, what. is? 

G i v j nq cnnt.rac1.s t.n t.hr! Rr i t.j sh sf?t3ns t.0 expose Hal aysj a t-0 
vilific:at.iort and 1 ihellc~lls dt.t.;tc:ks. Whv 1 t!t. Rri t.i sh cornpan 1 cs make money 
ant. nf Ma1 ays i a .i f t.h i s i s t.o 1,~ t.hr! c:o~~st?c[~l~nr:e? Tf WC are 3nj 113 t.n he 
Vi1 ified, at least. we shmild nnt. pay for it.. Thus, t.hFt decision t-0 st.op 
qiviny c:nnt,ract.s t.o Rrj t.i sh f i rms. -- morp - . 
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And Rri Can sholllrl ha happy. Nn cnnt.ract.s means nn soft loans, no 
grants and no corrrlpt.ion of t.he nat.ivca. Since Britian was, accordingly t.o 
Rri t.i sh JI~JWI-S, res~mnsihl~ for Malaysia hr?c:owing one nf the "economic 
t.igers" of Stx1t.h East. Asia, Malaysia wo111rl snnn reallsc the folly nf its 
ways. Then the free press can gloat. when Trlj Amjn/Hjtler/Mahathjr comes 
cxauling back with offers of cnnt.ract.s. 

R111. .insl;earl we hpar more threats and 1 i es. Seems that paper gunboats 
st.i 1.1 abonncl. What. can Mal+Iysia (10 ? The free press is free for t.he British. 
Tt j s not. free for Ma) aysi ans. Wh i 1 e Rr.i t..i sh ne!wspapr?rs are freely 
available in Malaysia, Malaysian papers are not. avai.lahle to the British. 
And Lha Rritish papers never. pubI j.sh Malaysian v:iews. This is the practical 
result. of western-style press fteednm. 

Pot-, Malaysia, t.ttr?‘djc! is cast.. .No r:ont,ract.s in echanqe for Rri t.ish 
press freedom t.0 t.t+l I 1 i ++s . 

Jlr M;lhat.hi r Bin Mohaiuad 
*- Km 1 a I,llm!)ll r 

- Rf-+rniima 
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