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Mahathi’r-Proton (Witii pix) 
nmwm NEeDs TO TAKE RIGGER STEPS, SAYS DR I;AHATHIR. CL 

T KIJALA Ll&PIJR , March 21 Bcrnama 1 -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahath.ir Nohamad . __A. __.__ 
today stressed the need for Halaysja to take bigger strides i.n the car 
manufacturing industry to catch up with other countr.ies. 

: In hj s speech and al so whi I e speaking’ to reporters aft.ar 1 aunching a 
hook on the national car here, the prime minister said such an effort. 
Ileeded 1:o he taken as Malaysia was sti 11 ‘btihind aany other countries in 
that sect.nc. 

“T always want thjnys tr) he t11111ts faster ;1s we arc hehintl others. The 
My uay you can catxh II~ w.i th peopl e .i s to rllll faster than the people you 
a’ft? tryiny to (:ilt.Ch 111, wi th, ” he ~a id. 

,:.’ He sai 0 I.hat even t,hongh the Japanese ,partners i !I the national car 
~projact WC?W fond of raminding Mal.aysia “to take step by step, 1 wonld like 
to take Jonger s?.cps,. l:hat.‘s all. ‘- 

“It is still step by’ step. We get. -a\ony fine wit.h our ,Japanese . 
partners. They susl; &WII,W IIS if we take! longer steps hecausc! we need to 
catch ;p .wi th people,” ht! added. r- RIOCY .- 
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Mahathir-Proton 2 Koala Lnmpur . 
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Asked t.o time specif,itr areas j n t-he car inhstry where he felt. Halaysi a 
should try to forge ahead, Dr Mahathir ‘said the mg.ine and t.ransn$ssinn 
system was the most. coa~lax part that. needed to IN+ mastered hy Halaysians. 

“lJnt:i 1 we can master that, anti 1 we cm reach a stage where we can 
r dss.ign our OWL cngi nes and prodlIce them, we have not yet, real ly achieved 

progress i II motorcar mamfactur ing,” ht! said. 
He sajd al though t.he Japanese part.ners had notO j ndicatsd that Hal.aysia 

hhoald slow ~OWJI, their philosophy, of doing things st.c?p by stxp was too 
SlOW. 

AS a ~0111t,ioa, the pr.ime minister spoke of the possibility of getting 
“sj.+G.J.ar techonology from other ‘cburltxjes and added that Proton had received 
many proposals fro8 Rnrape, Ih i ted Gtates and also rlapan. 

&sked whether that woald mean that. Proton cars would he ‘fitted crl th 
i run4I.i tsah i sh i erlg j ne ill t-he near flit.11 1.6, he sai? no such decision had been. 
. nada. - HOW 

IJiJ JK . . 
~:~~;.&f 3.7-03 MST 

- . 



Hahathir-Protnn 3 Kuala Lumpl~r 

On whether Hal aysj a is ready to huj 1 d j t.S own engj nc and transmissjon 
system, l)r Mahathir said: 
untj 1. yen try, 

“YOU (:aIt’t. decide whether yau are ready or not 

don’t.” 
than you wj 1 I find out how mch you know and how much you 

No taryt?t date had heen set for t.he product.iorl, he added. 
Ht? also tmched on the royal t.y that. Proton had to pay to Hi tsuhjshi on 

lut.ed to the the car and also wrtain. cnmpnneucs which in a way hid-corttri h 
mannfactw i ny cost of the car . 

“T don’t. know exactly how much (royalty is paid every year) 
bring dowa the prl ce (of Protnn cars) if we don ’ t. have to pay 
There i.s a charge when you don’t. kltow how to do thiugs yourse 1 
to buy these tfr’ings and it raises the cost- of the car,” he sa a :. 

hut we can 
royalty. 
f. YOM have 
d . 

m nls q~eec:h Dr Mahathir sa id he was glad that. Malaysia made the move 
:inta wmfacl.~rr i ng as the s i taal..ion j 11 the cxmntry would not have heen the 
smc! ‘today if it hat1 just tlepe~~tletl solely OII cmmotli ties such as tin, 
rubber ‘and pa 1 TV 0 i J . 

On the hook, writtel! by lawyer Datlik Tharlr T. Thar’urmgnanarn, he hoped 
that Ha;ays i ans xo111d he able to 1 car-n ahout the hi story of the conception 
of the car which mmld he applied to other industries as well. -- more 
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Mahathir-Proton 4 (last) Kaa1.a L~mpllr 

“1 hope we. wj 11 1~ all1 e to I earn how to t-alit! rj’sk and go into areas- .’ 
which are uot, only strange hut at. times quit.e unfriendly hut one day we 
wou]d be ab’le IA naster HOSI. of these skj 11 s and we wj 11 go on to produce 
011r crun thinys .I’ 

Earlier in his speech, Tharmagnauanr said that, all proceeds from the 
.l.28-page book, “Tht! Hakjny of the National Car - Not. ,Jnst a Dream”, wonld 
go towards funtliny studies in alltomative engineering and t.ec:hrlology at 

Uni vers.i t.j Teknol oy i Hal ays i a (IITH) . 
Tharamaynanam, who spec i ill ises in corlmra t.e and cuq1orat.e finance and 

corporalx amjuj s i t..i on, was one of the nine, members of the ori yi ual Hicom 
~at.iona.l Car Project. negotiating team ilivolved in formIat.i,ng the term of 
-‘the joj.nt venture and associated aytx+emnl.s wj th Hi ts i bush i Corporation in 
l.983. 

Hi! .is also joint, secretary to’the .hoa;ns of Prc,ton Bhd and Hicon; Bhd 
sfncc! l;he-i r i ucorpom t i oft. 

The book, priced at RM65, smmarises the rationale, formulation and 
present-day operatj on: of Protm j II the coul.ext. of current nat.ional”po1.i cy 
abjectives for indllstr.ia~isation. -- Rf?rnama 
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