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Mahathit-Proton (With pix) ' <
. MALAYSIA NEEDS TO TAKE BIGGER STEPS, SAYS DR MAHATHIR

. KUALA LUMPUR, March 21 YBernama) -~ Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad -
today stressed the need for Malaysia to take bhigger strides in the car
" manmufacturing imdustry to catch up with other countries.

In his speech and also while speaking to reporters after launching a
book on the national car here, the prime minister said such an effort
needed to he taken as Malaysia was still behind many other countries in
that sectoc.

"T always want things to be done faster as we are behind others. The
only vay you can catch up with people is to run faster than the people you
are trying to catch up with," he said.

» He said Lhat even though the Japanese partners in the national car
5pr0390t vere fond of reminding Malaysia "tn take step by step, T would like
to take loager steps, that's all. .

"It is still step by step. We get.alony fine with our Japanese ,
partners. They mast #xcuse us if we take longer steps because we need t.0
0atvh up with pooplp," he added. ~— more .
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~ Asked Lo name specific areas in Lhe car industry vwhere he felt Malaysia
should try to forge ahead, Dr Mahathir said the engine and transmission
system was the most complex part that needed to be mastered by Malaysians.

"Until we can master that, until we can reach a stage where we can
design our own engines and produce them, we have not yet really achieved
progress in motorcar manufacturing," he said.

He said although the Japanese partners had not indicated that Malaysia
should slow down, their philosophy of doing things step by step was too
slov,

As a solution, the prime minister spoke of the possibility of getting
“similar techonology from other conntries and added that Proton had received

many proposals from Europe, United States and also Japan.

Asked whether that would mean that Proton cars would be fitted with
non=Mitsubishi engine in the near future, he said no such decision had been-
"made. — wmore ’
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gyg:ozheﬁﬁe;‘:aiggsja @? r?ady to build its own engine and transmission
system, dhathir said: "You can't decide whether
until you try, than you will find oW on Know and how duck vos
. ry, t out how much you know and how m

dog t::.No target date had been set for the production, he added ueh you
o e.d 59 tonched on tpe royalty that Proton had to pay to Mitsubishi on

e car dnq also certain. components which in a way had contributed to th
manufacturing cost of the car. o o0 o the

[1] )
. .T dgn t know‘exautly how much (royalty is paid every year) hut we can
T;an .uwy th price (of Proton cars) if we don't have to pay royalry‘
* e;e is d.Chér?ﬁ when.yqn don't know hovw to do things yourself. Yoﬁ ﬁave
.OI uy'thesn things and it raises the cost of the car,” he sajd
'int: :;3 ?pefch_nr Mahathit said he was glad thar Malaysia made‘tho mnove
i mifacturing as the sitnation in the countr ‘ ‘ ’

manufact.uy . nat. he ¢ .ry would not have hee
same today if it had just depended solely ou commodities such as t'PPn the
rubber ‘and palm oil. e e A T
thg: :h$ thk,.writteq by lawyer Datuk Tharn T. Tharumagnanam, he hoped
. Malaysians would be able to learn ahout the history of the conceétion

of the car which ¢ i - )
fo 1ich conld be applied to other industries as well. —- more
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*T hope we.will be able to Jearn hov to take risk and go into areas_-
which are not only strange but at times quite unfriendly but one day wve
would be able Lo waster most of these skills and ve will go on to produce
our own things." ‘

Barlier in his speech, Tharnmagnanaw said that all proceeds from the
128-page book, "The Making of the National Car - Not Just a Dream", would
go towards tunding studies in antomative engineering and technology at
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM).

Tharumagnanam, who specialises in corporate and covporate finance and
corporale acquisition, vas one of the nine members of the original Hicom

National Cac Project negotiating team involved in formulating the terms of

‘the joint venture and associated agreewenls with Mitsibushi Corporation in

1983. .
He is also joint secretary to the boar

since their incorporation. '
The book, priced at RM65, summacises the rationale, formulation and
_present-day operations of Proton in the context of currest national ‘policy

objectives for industrialisation. =- Bernawma
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