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MAHATHTP. HOPES NEW BRA WILL DAWN IN SABAH 
brs - e 

c2 

KIIALA LUMPIIR, March 21 rl Rernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Ge~j.,Dr 
Hahathir ji&.amad said today he hopes that a new era wil l-%icrgt? in Sabah 
fof‘lowing t,he formation of the Barisan Nasicinal (EN) government in the 
st.ate last week. 

He sa’id t,ht: new era can be brought. about, considering r,hat- the 
appointserlt, of Tan Sri Sakaran Dandaj as the new Sahah chief sjnjster had 
bean wall actreptetl by all sides in the stat-e. 

“J ht!I..ieve a new era will dawn in Sabah,” he told reporters when asked 
abont. the st!tt,ing up of the new Sabnh Cabinet,. fit! had earlier launched the 
@ok Vht? mak.ing of tht! national ca[ - not. just- a dream”, here, 

The BN formed the new stat,e government. in Sahah when it. garnered a 
major:ity of seat-s in the state l,egislarjv+ assemtbly after several Part-j 
Barsatn Sabah (PBS) assembl.ynwn cross~?tI ovt?r t.o RN cwnpnnent, part.ies. 
Sakaraa succeeded Dat.uk Joseph Pairin K:i t.jllgan who resjglred as t-h6 chief 
tuinlstrrr. 

Dr Mahet.h-ir sa id the number of iembers of the Sabah Cabinet. had yet. to 
be del.erm i ned, aad that. the mat.t.er would lw djsc:~~sstitl at- a rweting of the 
RN Saptemc Council to be held here t.omorrow night.. :- marr! 
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C)n t.he r.me;gence of several new pol,it,ical parties in Sabah al 1 of 
which had expressed the desk rc! to join the RN, Dr Hahathir siid the matter 
had to be looked into before any decision c:ou.l.tl lw made. 

I . Vie have t.o set?. Nayhe there is a need (to set- up these partj es) . Maybe 
there is somti m.i snnderstantl ing, ” he said. 9 

IIr Hahathj r gave the assurance .t.hat. the RN would fulfil l its pledge to 
rotate the post, of chief minist.kr every t.vo years among a Muslim 
Bumj p1JtctI-a , a non-HUS 1 j u flus i put.era a,Irl a Chi nest. 

When asked about t-he ~~ossibi lity of t.ht: Katlazan leader t.ti be Ijickcd for 
tha post. comj rtg from Ihnno and not f ram another RN. wnponent party, Dr 
Mahathjr said: “When we come to that stage we will t.hink &out. it.; 

Sabah Ihanc~ jr1fornat.j on chief Haj j Kar itn Ghani vas reported today to 
havs’sa.itl that the post ot chief minister wmld be rot~teitl among ethnic 
groupings arid uot. BN compc)nt?nt. part i es. ma ..A.. 

Kari.u had said that thwefort! the KadBzan leader cht)sen might, be from 
Ilmna . , 

,’ Asked who ~01lltl replace Sakaran as trawl and Conlwrative Development 
HjnjFter, a post he had giver1 up to hecome Sabah chjef minister*, Dr 

2’ Mahai3.i I’ sii j rl iI tier! i s i on had not. been made but added t.hat. the post might 
Irost prohabl y lot? y j vfw to an UP from Sahah. 

Dr Hahathir, when asked whether the use of t-he passport. wo~~\t\ btt waived 
far l:raYf?l by Halaysians hctwecn Sabah alld states in thp PerljnsuJa said 
the matter wou1.d have to’ be tlcterainett by t.he IwopLe of Sabah themkelves. 

“Certajnly, j to is odd that. within your- own country you haye to 11s~ 
passport. Rut we apl)reciatti their fears and we vill t.akrt it. into 
ctinsjderatj on, ” hr! sa,i d. -- Rernama 
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