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MALAYSIA BELIEVES IN OPEN ECONC)MIC R a 1 ONALISM TN THE PACIFIC 
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KtlALA ~1,lIMPIJR, March 22 (Rernama 1 -- Ilatuk Ss1.j l)r Hahat~hi r ‘Mohamae 

today r-t! i t.erat.erl t.ha t. Ha lays i a is stronqly c:onuit.t.etl to the ohJf?f!t.ives of 
ensurj ng Ihat. the Paci f i c conmllnj t.y t!cln 1 nrlns to the imperatives of open 
econont i c rt+y iouii 1 i sm. _.. 

T t. was essertt. ia 1 , t.hf! prime min.ist.ei~ said, t.hat: ~~eniwrs of the Dncif ic 
cnmnuni t.y est.abl i sh an egal i t.arian commllni f.y, not. a hegemonic Pacific 

. communit,y t,o tonsure t.he product.ive communi t.y that. was needed. 
“We cannot. accept a Pax Sinica, we cannot. accept. a Pax Nipponica, nor a 

Pax Americana . . . not now and not. in tnt.ure,” ha said, adding that instead 
MaJaysia beljeved in the est.ablishnent. of a Pax’ Pacifica, a pax without an 
inqwr inm, prot.ec:t.or or an uvttrlord: 

HI- Mahat,hi r said this in his keynote address to the participants of the 
i t.hree-day 1C)t.h international general maecing ot the Pacific Economic 

Co0paral.i on Connc:j I (PF:CC) . The high-level meet. i ng is at-t-ended by some 
. heads of yovr+rnmenI: antI le;l(lers ot the Paci tic: basin countries. 

“We r:ont.ri but.e 1.0 the Paci fir: i nt.~r.tl~l,~ntlt?nct! and communi t.y-huj lding 
. when we inpcnve our bilat.e!~~‘rll re\aI:ic~ns. We con 1.1. i 1,ut.e when WC improve I 

rift i qhbourJ y rel at.i ens and losi.er a peaceful nei ght~trurhootl and a flourishing, 
nne , ” he said. He s:iitl all this hdve t.11 be part. 01 d mult.i-layered, 

. mi 1 t.J-tl i nensj onal pr-0c:ess 01 PHI: i 1’ i f: c:ommuuj t-y-btii I tl i ng. 
Dr Mahdt.hir s.titl tqal it.,rri,luism was. ncJt. itn i 11 us ion founded on 

-- , tleparl.urt! from real i ties, but. it. did not. deny t.tte need for leadership. -- 
NO ct? 

ZV ARC; HGN 

?22/03/12-06MST 
11 GE XI-OS 00222 EA675 
naa the l 

Mahathir-Paci. fit: 2 Kuala Lumpur 

111. Mahathir said he bt~l~evetl Ihal. i 1. was also important to ensure a 
Pat i fit community t.ha t. was tlemocrat.ic and consensual, and that: works on the 
hasj s of df5nocratj c an0 consensual priucj plas, however f rustratjng 
democracy was, and however infuriatinyly difficult. consensus might 
sometimes he to secure. 

He said t.hat. in tar:t. t.he t!nf.irt! pl,tnet. should 11e a sinyle market place, 
a sjnyle trading bloc:, wi I.h as few ohst.;icl es antt tli st.ort.ions as possible to 
t.he freest. n11t1 least- mi{Ilaged r?sc:llange ot y~jc,tls c~~~tl services. 

“Can we not. aJ J agree t.hat. gJoba1 free tratle, 
the inherent. imperfect.ions, 

1 i ke democracy w-i t.h all 
is by far t.he best. option, ensuring the z 

yr-i+at.est. good for the greatest. numher?” he asked. 
The prime minister said he used, to think that, they al.1 agreed that the 

command economy makes ecorromi c nonsense in the int.ernat~.i onal economic 
syst.!m, just. as it: maker; .er:nnomir: n&sense within the domestic economic 
syst.en. 

He said that. there can surely be IIO quest.ion about t:he fact. t.hat 
economic reg.i onal i sm was a. real i t-y of 1 i f e t.hat. wc~uld not. go away. Since 
World War ‘ET, more t.han 55 regional trading arrangements have been 
suhmit:t.ed t-o GATT (General Agreement. on Tariffs and Trade) for its 
examinat.ian. -- more 
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Dr Md;at.hir- sajtl give11 t.hai. t.rnde hlot:s uer,e not. going to go away and 
may even ptolifecate, it. srlrr?‘ly require4 s\:at.em;tnsh ip of t-he highest- 
cal i hre Co ensnre that. they wi 11 he as open as pass ib”1 e to non-members and 
t.hat they vi.11 posi1:ivr!ly contorihrlt.tt t.0 gloha\ Liberalisn. 

“The llruguay Ronnd negotiations have come t.o somet:hing of a conclusion. 
We vi11 have t.o wait. and set! just. how mmningflll that conclusjon is. 

“J happen t.o think t.hat. t.hose who hurl .ieve in trade li.bc!ralim wi.1.1. 
c:ol~t.inue t.0 have? it f iyht. on t.hc ir hands aqainst. t.her forces of protectionism 
and those who heI i eve in open IWCJ i ona 1 j sm, t.oo, have a fight. WI their 
hands, ” he sa id. 

The prime minister also t.old t.he mc)rc! t.han 100 participanb at the 
mest.;ing that. he js a Malaysian nat.jorlaljst., an Aseanist-, a South-east. 
Asian, an East. Asian, ii yloha1 i st. ant1 a Paci f ican . 

He saj (1 that. as a (Malaysjan) nat.ional ist, he wants to open the economy 
nf t.he country even t’urt.her. He. said that. in t.he lasr. six years, the 
Mal ays.i an eco~~orny had heer~ growing at. al-oltntl R. S per cent. a year. 

‘We must, exploit. al 1 t.lle adv;lnt.ages that. further liberalisation and 
openass eJlgC?nderS .* The r?nt.i t-e world has t.o he Hal aysi a’s marketplace and we 
must: tlr;tw in the entire world in t.hF? making of OIJJT Vision 2020 fnt.ure,” he 
said. - marf! 
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As an Asparljst., 
ii.sel t furt.h(!r :;I) 

III- Maha hir said, he wishes t.o see t.he region open 
.ts t.0 h~cr~ae st.rnnqf!r , note c:~npf:ti tivf? rlntl more 

prospc!ro~~s. He sa i tl hb i s cc-lnt I tlrllt. I.hal. AFTA (Asttan Frt?r! Trade Area) will 
not. only lowc?c the int.ernal t)art*lers 1,111. .11sr1 t.hf! harrirtrs t.o outside 
BCnrInR i f?s . 

He said t.hat. as a Sout.h-east- A!iian antI ,+n East. Asian, he wollld 1 ike to 
see an open South-east. Asi’a ?nd t.hc! flouri shi ny of East. Asjan economic 

‘coaperat.ion and intecdepf+ndence, and East. Asian nIlen reqionaljsm, 
respecti vel y . 

“AS a globalist., T know WC‘ nlust: fight .against protectionism, managed 
trade and an internat.ionaJ command ticonoay. Ue gust fight for 
Iiheralisation and free trade. . 
. “And as a Pacifican, T urge you to dedicate the PEW and your conntrie’s 
to the cause of open ragi onali sa in the Pac:if ic, ” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said: “Ye nf the Pacific, who generate three-fifths of the 
veal t-h on thj s pJ anet, owe this to our peoples and to the rest of mankind.” 
- Bernama 
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Earljer, the chairmin of the PiXC S t.andj ng Committee and chairman of 
the q r!e!ting, Datuk Dr Noortlin Xopiect, srlid the meeting was committed to 
developing PECK as a forccf 111 movement. for open reginnal j sm -- in the face 
of those who wish t.o close horders and rii ise t.he barricades. 

PECC snppnrted the rj yht. of regions Lo organj se in non-dj scriminatory 
qronpings -- whet.her in East Asia or elsewhere, IIP said. 

“J speak for a1.l of t.hs lnemhers of PECC when J say t.hat. WC! are all 
oppr~ed t.o any tendencies wit.hin any grouping to create discriminatory 
granpings. 

1 know ‘I speak for al 1 when T stat.e t.hat PECK is concerned about the 
tendencies of some Member economies t.o condi t-ion trad‘e and investment on 
achievement of poli t.ical or ideological objectives,” he said. 

He said the meeting was t.he first. post.-llrngltdy Ronnd conference of the 
PECK and it provided menher counr.r ies nn early opportunity ‘to say that what’ 
has6 been agreed t.o InlIst. atlv;~nc~r? intact.. 

Dr Noord in said:, “We can ;I!;sF!s!; the consequences of t.he successful 
conc:J IIS; on of the Round. We can’ hegjn t.r) t-al k of what must. come after the 

..- (llrngnay) Round. ” -- Bernama 
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