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the need to enrich ‘and r 
strengthen Pacific interde- 
pendence and co-operation, 
I also believe that the na- 
tions of the Pacific, the busi- 
ness enterprises of the Pa- 
cific, the intellectual leaders 
of the Pacific - all of us in 
the Pacific - each in our 
own way, should work hard 
to contribute to the making 
of a prodnctive community 
of co-operative eace and 
prosperity in the f! a&c.” 

He said egalitarianism 
was not an illusion founded 
on departure from realities. 
“Nor does it deny the need 
for leadership. The leaders 
must lead. But leadership, 
too, must be within the 
framework of mutual re- 
spect and mutual benefit. 

“I believe that it is also 
important to ensure a Pacif- 
ic community that is demo- 
cratic and consensual and 
that works on the basis of 
democratic and consensual 

By Ahmad A. Talib 
and K.P. Waran 
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - 
Countries in the Pacific re- 
gion must set up an egalitar- 
ian community based on 
open economic regionalism, 
Prime Minister Datuk Sen 
Dr Mahathir MohafIiZd_Said 
tdUay. _ _ _. -. -- 

He said Malaysia, on its 
part and as a global citizen, 
would play an active role in 
the making of a new world 
community based on egali- 
tarianism, mutual respect 
and justice. 

“I believe what we must 
build is a Pacific communit 
that is robust and that ~11 I 
endure, not a temporary Pa- 
cific association of conve- 
nience or a Pacific construct 
erected over a transient en- 
thusiasm or a Pacific club or 
organisation with a single 
purpose or interest, an ap 
pendage to someone, some- 
thing that is here today and 
gone tomorrow . . . . 

“I believe that what we 
must build is a Pacific Ge- 
meinschaft, a Pacific village 
or family or grou .p .of friends, not an art1 icial, 
Cartesian construct-legal- 
istic, over-structured and 
over-institutionalised. 

“If this is our vision, obvi- 
ously we have more to learn 
from the patient wisdom of 
our traditional culture, the 
stamina of the long-distance 
runner and the simple 
brick-layer who builds a 
house brick by brick, than 
the philosophy of Rene Des- 
cartes and the most magical 
builder of the house of 
cards.” 

Dr Mahathir said this in 
his opening address at the 
10th International General 
Meeting of the Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation Coun- 
cil. 

He said Malaysia would 
do what had to be done even 
if there was a price to be 
paid. 

“As a fervent believer in 
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principles - however frus-n 
trating democracy is.; how- 
ever, infuriatingly difficult 
consensus may sometimes 
be to secure. 

“We should also be 
strongly committed to the 
objective of. making sure 
that the Pacific community 
that we build conforms to 
the Imperatives of open re- 
gionalism. This, of cwse, is 
;ex?t?~I YLt%eme dthts can* 

Dr tikthir t&i the in- 
ternational participants 
that the Asia Pacific jour- 
ney to full trust, empathy 
and respect was one of a 
thousand miles, with very 
few safe short-cuts. 

“There are no bullet 
trains. We must be prepared 
often to go on foot despite 
the inconvenience. 

“So many ties have to be 
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established, so many webs 
have to be weaved, so many 
chasms have to be bridged. 
The work - so full of frus- 
trations - has to be done 
with patience and persis- 
tence. 

by a million hands, working 
everyday and every hour of 

decade. We must think in 
terms of decades. We must 
find the stamina to stay on 
course. 

the day. 

“We must understand at 
the same time that the 
building of a true communi- 
ty cannot be a monopoly of 
bureaucrats or Govern- . 
ments meeting intermit- 
tently. It can only be built 

“Indeed, right or wrong, it 
is the private sector, the 
business person pursuing 
growth and profit (not offi- 
cials armed to the teeth with 
the best of intentions, laws, 
regulations, frameworks 
and authority, or politicians 
and statesmen who strut 

the great stage of interna- 
tional play) who have the 
greatest contribution to the 
making of the Pacific eco- 
nomic community. 

“Rome was not built in a 
day. A true Pacific commu- 
nity cannot be built in a 

“It is the intellectual and 
media leaders, like so many 
of you in the audience, who 
must help to build the need- 
ed community of the mind 
and of the heart.” 


	Towards open regionalism (NST 23/03/1994)

