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WEAK UNDERSTANDING OF IBLAHIC TEACHINGS CAUSE OP BACKWARDNESS, SAYS DR 
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KIIALA lIIIMPIIR, Harch 24 1 Bcrnama) -- Prime Hi,nistt?r Datnk Scri Dr ---- 
Mahat.hi r Hohamad snj d t.rjdny a veak nnderstandinq of true Jslarirr teachings 
was the reason vhy tl11s1 ins were weak tincl hnckwarcl. 

; The! t-each ing, fnr ~XillOJI1 or, t.hat- knowledge nt.hr than that. connected 
with raliqion was sccnlar and ~~nnec~tssary had matIP: almost. all Huslims 
rcnaj n baczkvarcl and oppressed, he sad tl . 

At t.hc same t.ime, 11 if ferences in the llntlerst.tirrtl iny of Tslam had caused 
di srlnj t-y and rjval ry among Nusl jms when t.hc rcl igjon erpphasj scs that. 

* .Muslims arc hrnthers, he said when openinq t.hc hnilding i!f the Institute 
! 

for JsJarir: Ilnders!.anding (Jkim) here. 
, 

Dr Hahat.hir said t.hnt in seycrnl lalneni(! r:nunt.ries, ttxt.reniuts were 
’ prepared 1.0 kj I1 popI e of t-he i r nun rel i q ion t.a overthrow t.he government, 

and t.hat. t.hi.s had made Tslamic t:ount.ries vlllncrahlc t.n fnreign powers. 
i “Ts.1 ata and Husl jms do not. gaj n anyt.hi rrg at. al 1 f rnta t.hr?se dj ffercnces 

in undc?rst.nndi.ng w$ich l~atls t.o t-h.e ext.remist, actions,” he said. -- more 
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The prime minister sai rl t.hat. for several decades early jn the 20th 
century, all Islamic: cnuntrics and Huslims were colonies and this could 
contjnuc i7 Tslaajc leatlttrs did not. revive t.he Jslasjc spirit. 

The Tslamic spirit. alone, however, was insnff icient for t.he progress of 
HnsJ jms, he said, adtlj nq t.hat. imaense knnwJedge rtntl modern and 
t.~chno1oyic:al know-hnv had to III? acq11 i red t.o f111 f i 11 t.he ohjcct.ive. 

Jn his speech, Dr HahaI.hjr also refer]-rttl to t-he rjvalry and t.ensiqn jn 
r’elnt. ions hrttwacn Husl ias and non-Hu.rl ims. 

He nlsn said thal. t.hjs prnhlem arnse riving t.n di ffercnces in 
untlerst.andinq nr lack of undcrstandinq of Islam hy non-Hnslims and vice 
versa. 

“ACt.unl 1 y , r\lmost. all social prnhlc!as are i:ansed by differences in 
1rndersLandj ng of ct?rt.n i n mat t.crs , ” he sa i d . 

Dr Hahathir said, fnr exampl.c, t.hat t.he clurrent. state of rr!lat.inns 
Ibct.vctt?n Nhlhysja and Rrit.aiIi .rcstll t.cd from a tliffct-encc jn t.hf? 

r 

r&lerst.and ing of press f reedon\, irddiny t.hat. Malltysia int.crpretcd it. as the 
freedom 1:o report. t.hc t-r-11th hll’t. the West jntverpret.ctl it. as the frectlnm t-0 
rqln rt I i es. 
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For H~~sl,ims, he said, their understandjn’g of Tslanir! teachings depended. 
on the int.crpretations and teachings as underst-ood by teachers and “ulama” 
(re] jgjolls elders) and thj s was inf lucnsed by thr: values and beljefs of 
society and ct?rt.ain interests. 

“Jf soft i trty j s not tolerant of nthcr rel jgjnns, the @uranic teachings 
on t.o\eritnce is not. Ftxplaincd . . . it t.hi:rrt IS any objective to be achieved, 
s\lpport.jvt? teachjngs are selected for the parpost! and in this vay WsJims 
obt.ain only half t.hc: rlct.ual Islamic guidance,” he said. 

nr Mah,yt.hj r sa i (1 tli f terenccs in understanding hnnng ul ama on any 
problem and r111e hat1 callsed disunity among Muslims, vith the obvious being 

the exj stence of the “Snnni ” and “Syj ah” SbClts. 
The cx.ist.encc o[ the "Syiah" and "Sunni" ser!ts WAS not tht? end of the 

d;ivj s ion, he saj d, atltlj ng t.hat. several “jfaan”, in t-he t.wn SeCtS made VariOUS 

int.ecpretati.ons of t.htt t.ear:hings 36 much SO rhat. t.hc Muslims were further 
dj v:i.ded j n to groups. 

“While many of thkse tliffcrenct!s did not. deviate frnm TSlitmiC! 

t.eh&ngs, t.hel-ft are some which were far di f fcren.t. f mm the t-eachj.ngs until. 
t& cannot. be sa id t.n he from ‘I-slamir: tcnchings, ” he said. -- RWW 
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'The sjt.llat.inn hecame nnre aclltf, hectillst! vit.h -the passage of time and 8s . * 

; Nusilir11.9 Iecirmf: more sc~tt.prpil, they wf!l’e expnseli mnre t.0 nnn-HUSlimS in 

I.httl I' (:ount.rjes find J n cr~irnt.r.irts they f.rhV'cl left t.o, he Shift. 

‘l’h~lr relat.inn~hi]~ vir.h Il~lr\-tIII!iI ink rrill 1nt.r) prolllrtms hacause they did 
IlOt. lrnt~erSl.allf~ IS] RR’s r.ftclu i rcWlJt.v i II 1 IJf? atJt.t.flr vhj ] ft n(Jn-Nuslins made 

t.heir nun ~nt.~rpr~fattons Lhlch wrrp oft.en vrnnq and nor. in ac:cordancc with ! 
~Jslcwo. tlf! sb;fl. 

Or Hahat.hir sitid that. t.hertt usr~ally was hIase?d vlcfvs of Mllsl.ima and 
. IsJan .in IIon-Jslamic r:ollnt.rjes and among nnn-Hns] ims, so much so that. when 

kus].ims were Opprcsseri ant] hrllt.ally killf?t] such as in &~snia-Her~egovina 
arh-l Tsracl , the najnri ty of soc:.iety regarded it as jnsjgnj fjcank. i 

. “Qn the contrary, when tlusl ims arf? rlntihla t.o cnntain their emot.ions and 
react, they are branded terrori sts,, ” htt sa.irl. 

T% WRS for t-his reason t.hat. when an Israel i ,lew ‘&lot tIead 50 fl~~slims in 
prayer and injured scnrcs of others in Hcbrnn, t.he llrli t.ed Nations dj d not. 
condemn the act. ion as t-error ism until srtvr.rAl weeks later’, he said. -- more 
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Dr Hahathir said that. it non-Husl ims were nat. influenced hy the hj story 
ot rivalry with Huslins and if they understood t.h;lt. T~lanl was a religion of 
peace and to1 erance, they uould not harbour misconceptions ahout Huslims. 

On the setting up of ‘Tkia, he r.aid I t was based on the awareness that 
many problems of Husl jms resttl t.cd from the understanding and dif fcrcnces in 
understanding nf Islamic teachings among Hualirs and non-Muslins. 

He SR id the instj t.ut.c had the role of not only dctermjn.ing that. 
Islamic r.eachings WCC accepted and disseminated to Muslims hnt a 
ensure parti cipat.ion hy non-tlukl ims in seminars nrgani sed hy Ikia 

ISlhrn. 
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enhance- thai r imdr?rSt.hiding of the t.rilc fttndhment.a~s of: 
Jt. is hoped that Jkim could. rltct.j fy the mj sanderstand 

least in Mnla~sia, and prcve Islam’s t.olerhtu-3 in relat. 
quarters, he sa.i d. - Rernaaa 
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