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Mahathi r-Sahah 
NEW SABAH C&VT NOT CHIT TO CONVERT ANYONE TO TSLAH , 

9 KUALA I,IJNPllR, March 24 Rcrnaroa 1 GP -- Prime Hinj .cr Datuk Serj. Dr 
Mahathir Mnhamad said t.np;ty t.he new st.at.ft ynvcrnment.mIah undmhe 

‘Bxr~S&ii-Nas.innaJ- (RN) is not. there t.n cnnvert. nnn-Muslims to Islam. 
‘Speaking at. R dialogue with the part.icipant.s of the Cnnfctrence on Islam . 

i and To1 trance he1 tl jn’ con jIinct.inn vi t.h the nff .i c&l. opening af the Jnsti tute 
nf Islnmic: llutlcrst.andinq (Tkim) here, Dr Hahnt.hir call~?d on Husljns in 

s Sahah t.n IBe faj r t-n l.he non-H\lsl jms. ’ 
Accnrd iny to the pr imc m inist.er , t.hcre had heel1 cases in the past when 

the Has] jm-1 ed state ynvctr&nt. showed i t.s zeal 1-n convert non-tills1 ims to 
. Tslam. 

This they did because they sau t.htt cent.ral ynvernment st.rnng on Islam, 
. Dr Mahat:.h:i.r said. 

“They tend t.o wield their power wrnnqly,” he ittltlatl. 
, “Rut. we advjsed them t.hat. j t. is not- necessary t.n convert. them, t.hcy 

could hut. they should not force. the nnn-Muslims,” he said. -- more 
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“Rllt. 1:hcir nrqe VHS sn st.rnny, so yew firid the same peop.l e in S&hah 
c:onvert.inq t.0 Islam up f.n t.hter t.iaft.r. It. VAS nnt. H rWnVf?t’SinIl at. all. Jt 
vas a poljtisitl necccTssJt.v,” I)r Hahilt.hlr said. 

The prime mijlist.ec matte t.hr?sc! remarks in rerponse t.o n quest.ion posed 
by Prnf Ilr Fa1.h i llthman of t.he llnj versi t.y nf Cal j tnrnja jn the llni ted 
states. 

Prof Fat.hi, whn yest.ectlay present.ed R paper on “Modern Democracy and 
the cnncept. of Shura” , s&j cl many people wondered hnw t.he federal government 
manaqed to deal with Sahah, 
et-h& c backgro-toid. 

a st.a?.e which has very different. religious and 

Dr Mahat.hir said t.hat. nnv that. t.he. DN vas htick in pnwer in Sahhh, it- 
xnu.l d try t.n ha1 ame t.hc sj t.lrat:i hn . 
. “We are making an cffnrt. t.n br.ing about. closer ca.lat.inns between t-he 
penpl e nf different. rel .ig.inns in Sahah as how j t. j s seen in Pcninsul ar 
Malaysia. c’ 

.“For t.hat., WI? t.ry t.n rot.at.e’ the term nf the post. of r3ie.f ministership 
every t.vn years. For t.he f i rst.’ t.va. Years, t.he post. wj 1 1 he he1 d hy a 
Husl ia. the next. t.vn vrars n Christian, nnri t.hc nt.ht?r t.wn years maybe a 
Ruddhj st., ” he sa i cl. -- Aer-nhmh 
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