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lh Muoi. , in reciprocati~~g , said Vietnam would join Asean at an. 
appropriate time, as it had hetrome an observer and awded to the Bali 
Treaty, because j t always pl.aced utmost importance on kqwratj.on with 
neighiw~ring countr i es and regional countrj es _ 

“V.i etxam wj I I take a constructj ve part. .i.n the keg ional. 8ecuri ty Forum, 
support. tlialoc~~~ets and ir1j.t.j atives ainw~1 at. promoting cooperation, including 
l.he jxit.jat.jvC! of l;hci Prim! Minjst.er (1)~ Ma;!athir) on the East Asia 
Er!or\onlic CallcIIs," hc! Sd id. 

He strtlssetl that. Vit<t.nam nor~1.d persist. in’ its four-point. pol.icy towards 
the regj onal c:onltt.r.j es nhj ch he Fade in Cktolwr last year, aimed at 
rendering art act.iue cmntr ihut.ion t.o makirtq Sout.h-east. Asia a zone of peace, 
stab i 1 j t.y and davel opment~. 

In t.he kaleitloscI)pe of t.hi.s changing world, he added, South-east. Asia 
was a hr.ight. spot.. He said Lhat though Lhera was stil J a nUm\Jer of 
pot.ant.ially tlestahi I i.sing factors, t.ke situation here was in general 
rttlat..ively stable after nearJy haJf a r:ent.llry of collf rontati on and 
sikp i.c.ion _ 

. CC)W re.g.ional cauntries, he pointed out, had shared interests in 
. &riving for peace, stahil i ty and cooperation. r-‘.more 
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The Vietnaksse J cader said in imp1ewnt.j ng it-s open, flj versi.f j ed and 
aultilatcral is4 foreign policy, Viet.rram had st.ri.ven t.o st.rengt.hen its 
rel atj ons ni th nej ghbourj ng count.rj es, broaden relations with countries in 
South-East Asia and t.he Asia-Pacific region. . 

Vjetnam had also maintained cooperation with. countries with which it. 
had t.ratlit.ional relationship, promot.e rclatjorts with indust.rial.ised nations 
in Rurtrpe and Nar,th Amerjca, and made progress j n j ts relations with 
countries in the Middle East., Africa and f,at.i.n America. 

On rt!lat.jons with Halaysja, Do Muoj said t-he two counfri es shared the 
aspirat.ion for peac:e and c:onperat.ion and strj.ve towards development and 
prosperjty besjdes peace and stabil..it:y in the reg:i,on. 

“These are solid foundatSions for our frientlshjp and long-term 
cooperat.ion in the interest of prasperj ty of each country, and cooperation 
and development. in South-East Asia. 

“We note with satisfaction that awing to the efforts by bath sides over 
the past few years, we have forged a bilateral relat.ionsh.ip full 
Iretxrnj t.y and rnutyual awderstanding and t.rust,” he said. - more 
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Do Mno:’ expresseci conf j tlenc!e that thj s ?.rend’ vod tl cant inue to grow 

FruitEuJly for the hneI:it of both f!O~JlT.l.ieS. ’ 

He sajd Malaysia, whjch was a fev decades ago known as one of the 
world’s I.argest producers of rubber and t.in, was now a country with an 
advanced .i ndustry , str.i ving ?.o become an jndustxialised natjon in line with 
.the aspiration of Vision 2020. 

Vietnam, he said, was deeply imprer;sed that. the economic: development in 
$hi s country had been cl.osel 1 v l.inkad vj,th the promotion of’ the rich 
national culture i.n an atmosphere of harmon, v among di fferant. ethnic groups 
of a unj f j ad cntnmuni ty. ‘. * 

Jphe Vist.n;lmc?se leader sa it1 he vas coituinced that t.he industrious, 

f1yaam.i c and creat.i ve paopl f? nf Mal aysj a, under the clear-sighted leadership 
of. Dt Mahathir, and other Rarisan Nasional leaders, wou.ld bring about 
prosper-j ty for t.tte f:fmnt.r, v and make importan?: contr.i.htiOns to the common 
prosperity of the region as well as t,he who1 e of Asj.a and the Pacific.. 

Last-J y , Do Muoj told Dr Mahathjr that after near.ly half a century of 
arduous st.ruqqI e to defend i t.s national indepes~denc:e, sovereigni ty and 
1111 i t.y , the Viet.namese peop1e were now floi~~g thaj r best. to bu.i 1 d the:i r 
f;lr.herlartd, st:rivinq t.cl bec:otne .“a rich paop!c!, st.rong f:omt.ry and an 

efp~i tab) e ant1 f:i vi Ii st?d soci e1.y” _ -- Rernama 
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