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SQUTHEAST ASTAN COUNTRIER ADVTSED TO RRROLVE PRORLEME PEACRFULLY
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KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 %ﬁernama) --_Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
foutheast Asian countries should resolve problems among themselves in a
peaceful manner, while cooparating in all areas which will bring mutnal
beapelit.

"Wo must realise the dream of a peaceful, stable and united 8Southeast
Asian region,” he said at a dinner he hosted for the visiting General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam, Encik Do Muoi.

Do Muoi arrived here yesterday for a four-day official visit,
accompanied by a4 Yl-member delegation vhich includes politicians,
husinessmen and journalists,

Reitecating his view that all 10 Southeast Asian countries should
eventually join Asean, Dr Mahathir said there is greater need to preserve
understanding, strepgthen yondwill and nurture cooperation among them given
the global changes and developmenis.

"We must create the conditions which will enable us to move forvard to
meet the various ohallenqges,” he said, adding that the fosteriag of
friesndship and yood neighhourliness among them would contribute to a
stable, peacefu) and prosperpus’region. -- more
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j we shnul@ spegk Yith ope voice on issues of common concern,” he added.
Dr Mahathir said Hanoi's accession to the Treaty of Amity and
Cnnpgrat;un 1n.Snutheast Asia and Awean's decision to grant observer status
.0 Vlgtnam AL 1Ls ministerial meetings vere significant developments in its
relations with nther countries in the reqion, R
" : . . N . .
This n?fers exnel?ent prospects for long term cooperative association
hgtg?en Vietnaw and its neighhours leading to Vietnam's own membership
vithin Asean,” he addad.
. Malayvsia, he said, followed with great interest Vietnam's effort to
promote economie development which had already brought abont some
impressive rasults. .
“In rthis respect, Malavsias welromad the depigion by United States
President. Bill Clinton to Yift the American trade emharge on Vietnam last
month, o o
On their effort to promete bilateral relations and cooperation over the
past few vears, he said it had hrought wany positive resnlts vhich thev
could bhe prond of, -- pore ’ )
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Their bilateral trade which stood at RM235 4 willion in 1991 had

increased to BM473 million in the first nine months of last vear.

The.unnu]u5!nu of the B%lateral Payments Arrapgement (BPA), which had
conteibuted to the trade increase, is aw innovative and viable mechanism
for pr?anzng trade betveen and among developing countries, he said.

He also said that over the last twe years, Malavsian companiss had

undertaken Lo invest close to UBS426 m;lltnn ip Vietnam and that a

Malay5|§n nnusnr?ium had succe&sfully hegun the development of an Export
Processing Zone in Dananyg with the official launching three days ago.

De Mahathir said there vere other projects in

which Malaysian companies

vere invelved or Had shown interest in, and he hoped Lhe Vietnamess

government wopuld give them positive consideration. -- more
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Do Mauei, in rvviprocatiﬁg, said Vietnam would join Asean at an -
appropriate time, as it had become an observer and aceded to the Bali
Treaty, hecause it alvays placed utmost importance on cooperation with

neighhouring countries and regional countries.

"“Vietnam will take a constructive part in the Regional) Security Forum,

support. dialogues and injtiatives aimed at promoting cooperation,

the initiative of the Prime Minister {(Dr Maiathir) on the East Asia

Feconomic Caucus,”" he said.

He stressed that Vietnam would persist in its four-point policy towards
the regional countries vhich he made in October last year, aimed at

rendecing an active contribution to making South-east Asia a zone of peace,

stability and development.

In the kaleidoscope of this changing world, he-

wvas a bright spot. He said that though there vas
potentially destabilising factors. the situation
relatively stable after nearly half a century of
suspicion.

added, South-east Asia
st.i1) a number of

here was in yeneral
coufrontation dnd

The regional countries, he pointed out, had sharpd interests in
str:v:ng for peace, stability and cooperation. —- more
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Thg Vietnamese leader said in implementing ils open, diversified and
multl!ateralised foreign policy, Vietnam had striven éo strenéthén its
relations with neighbonring countries, broaden relations w{;h énﬁnr ies i
Soth-Bast Asia and the Asia~Pacific region. . ) res

Vietnam @ad also maintained cooperation with countries with vhich it
bad traditional celationship, promote relations with induqtrialiqéd nét'
in Eurqpe §nd North America, and made progress in its reléiinné.Qith o
countries in the Middle East, Africa and lLatin Anerica.'

Og re!at)nns with Malaysia, Do Muoi said the two countries shared the
asptrat}on foc peace and cooperation and strive towards dpéplopmpﬂr ané
prgsper:ty besides peace and stability in the region. o o
POGThesi'are.snl;d foundations for our friendship and long-term
operation in the intere it h ¢ - ]

. and development in Snuth-égszngggfperjty of each country. and cooperation

“We note with satisfaction that owing to the efforts by both sides over
the past few years, we have forged a hilateral relationship full of

fraternity and mutyual understanding : " o
" IAR HEN Y rrstanding and trust,” he said. -- more
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De Muoi expressed confidence that this trend would continne to ¢rov
fruitfully for the benefit of bhoth countries. =

He saijd Malaysia, vwhich vas a fev decades ago known as one of the
world's largest producecs of rubber and tin, was now a country with an
advanced industry, striving to hecome an industrialised nation in line with
the aspiration of Vision 2020. ,

Vietnam, he said, was deeply impressed that the gconomic development in
this country had been closely linked with the promotion of the rich
national culture in an atmesphere of hacmony among different ethniec groups
of a wnified community. . v .

sqhe Vietnamese leader said he was convinced that the industrious,
dynamic and creative people of Malavsia, under the clear-sighted leadership
of Dr Mahathir, and other Barisan Nasional leaders, wvould bring about
prosperity for the country and make important contributions to the common
prospecity of the region as well as the whole of Asia and the Pacifie.

Lastly, Do Muoj told Dr Mahathir that after nearly half a century of
arduous struggle to defend its national independence, sovereignity and
unity, the Vietnamese people ¥ere now doing their best to build their
fatherland, striving to become "a rich people, strong country and an
equitable and civilised society”. -- Bernama
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