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NEST WAI!TX TI! ?M!V!SF MINIM!!!-? WAGE IN SO!!TW COIJBTRIES, MAWATWIR 

:_., c .I _, ” 
from ?!li Mamat ci4 . 41. : 
~Elr' i)~f,)I?, M;LI‘C~!I 22 !fic;rnam;rj -- prime ~inister[Datuk Skri l)r: Mahathir, .:,t;; 

Mohaead today .warnetl cnunt.ri PS n: the sniith that efforts are being made by , 
t.hp develnped countries to impose nininun v;rrji?s . ...& fnr workers in de’veloping 
COilfl! ri r?s. owsrr; f-pc 

Dr?snr,ihinrJ thp WOVF rfs y!at anot.her policy of restriction on developing 
cx-tmtries af t.f?r t.hc regal ations on democracy, the environment and human 
right.s, Dr. Mahathir said the requlations on winiwum wages could wreak 
disaster on dcvelopin3 countries by taking away the only privilege they 
st.ill had -- low labour cost.. 

Foreign ninister Datuk Ahdullah Haji ?Ihtpad Badawi told t4alaysian 
newsmen that. Dr Hahathir qave the warning during the plenary session of the 
C-l 5 Reet.i ng here. 

8i.x heads !3f .j., r nvermnent are attending the meeting- They are Prime . 
I’ 

Mini st.er r!f Inc1.i 2 (host) Harasijaha Ra!:, Pres.ident Suharto !Indonesial 
President. Robert, Mugabe !Iimbabne), President. Abdou Diouf (Senegal!, 
Pres i dent San i .?bacha !Ni 3er.i a 1 and Dr Mahathi r. ;: -,’ 

Abrlullah said th4t. Dr Mahathir had told the meeting that if the . . ,1 
deve3 opi ng countries 10s~. the remaining privilege -- low. labour cast -- it ,’ ., ‘: 
would he the workers uho uould suffer because high labaur costs would .’ 
affect. the eclonctsic activities in develoPjag count.ries. -- mOrc? 
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“W.i t.hr?ut- the capacity tc! compete, I 
factories vi11 be forced to close . 

doun and in the end vn,~mnl=w~nt. will rise ” Dr Mahathir said. . . . . . ..A. - * . . - . _ _ _ . _. . . , 
According !:r! Ahdu! lah, Dr !dahathir had told the meeting that such .’ 

minim!9 wage 
. 

rs311lations shi!l be oppn~ed at a11 costs**by developing. ! .,, 
c:ol!ntries as sl!ch reg!il2ti.m -vas not jI!stifiahle ir? their context. r . ..; ‘, : 

when !!r Mahathir said 10~ la!wur costs were ar! ad\lantage tn developin 
countries, j t was made with the understanding that the standard of living : ‘:: ; ‘, 

. in such count.ries ras Iaw, .Ahdu!!ah saic!. 
.o The wagc!s Right. appear Jon but. they in z!i3n!sent rith the standard of 

liviug in dev~llo~ti!13 countries which was still low. c \ 
* Avcorrli 113 to Xhrlu! 1 ah, Dr Haha thir uryed the (level aping countries to be 

united in facing the !atnst. t.hreat. and take a lesson from 1)revious 
rrgtflatjons imposed hy t.hp Vest.. -- ROY++ ,, 
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Yahathi r - warning 4 (last.? !Jew Delhi I 

M!~!Ol! !!;ol!f , k?!lo is Chairman of t.he Drnani~tion of African Unity, (OAU! , . . . . - - .- 
sairl t.he western ?r~.ss only ranrzentratx? or! the shortcawings and seldom 
reportee! on the I?!-fig!-ess al?<! t-he 3oo!j thin3s being dnne and planned in .’ . . 
develnpi ng row!:ries. 

President. Sliha7t.o raised the prnb!rtw of external debts borne by 
. . 

fleve 1 npi ng co11n-. tries and said this affected their developaent process. 
He cprpssed t.hrt hope that. it would !)e!cowe an issue in the global 

a3f?nda. 
fJrf?sident. M~iqahe stressetl the wed for G-15 countries to adopt a joint 

st.and (!!I Khf-? rf?St.r!!!!t!!fl ng nt the !!nit.erl Natinns particalarly at the 
~sw!urit.y f!o!inr:i.1 lPY!?I so t.hat it.s ro? f! soul 4 hFfC43Lr)e mrf2 deaoc!ratiC. 

Ahdull ah said the plenary session alsc? ;!r.cided that t-he. quorm for the, 
G.-l5 si~mmit, he reduced fro3 ID t.o at. lexst. fine and heads of cjovernment 
w~a!!] e t.c! at.tmd CC!U] r! send tShei r representatives and their presence shouid 
!!o inst.it.ut,ional ised. . 

Dr Mahat.!1ir is ~d~e!Iu!ed to huld separate weetings uit.h President; . . 
R1thart.o an!! Presj ~!er?t. J.!!dou I!Jo.E: tonj ght. and nith Pritsident Menet! of ,. 
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