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MAHATHTR DISAPPOTNTED WITH POOR TURNOUT OF TLBADERS AT G-15 SUMMIT

From Alr Mamdal

b .

N;H DELHT. MHarch ?:‘Tno-umna) — Prime Ministec Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir (vevyés }\fg
Mohamad ™ today expressed disappointment wilh Lhe poor Luraout uf*]eaQers at
the ongoing summit here of the Gromwp of 15 (6- 15) developing cvountries,
attended by only six of the heads of goverunment. N S

The leadecs of at least 10 nations had pledged to attend the meeting, e
he Lold Malaysian journalisits covering the sumpi L. ‘

Phose attending the thoee-day meeting ave Dr Mahathir, President
Subarto of Indonesia, President. Abdon Dionf of Senegal, President 8ani
Abacha of Nigeria, President Robect Mugabe of Zimbabwe and Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao of host Tndia.

Absent ace the heads of government of Algecia, Brazil, Chile, Egypt,
Jamaica, Mexico, Peru and Venezuela. The incoming G-1% chairman, President
Carlos Menem of Acgentina, is schednled to be present on the last .day of
the wmeeting. . . '

The ahsent leaders had cited, among other things, pressing domestle
problems as their reason for stayving away. -- more
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Nevertheless, Dr Mahathir said, the leaders who attended were really »
serious aboutl vanting to nndertake all the programmes of the grouping. L
He alsn said that the meeting came up with a formula to get around the '
insufficient quorum of atlendance by requiring only eight leaders to make Ja
up the quocum instead of the previows 10. A
L.0f the eight, al Jeast five musl be heads of goverament vhile the other ‘
Lheee must be acting, deputy oc viee heads of government, he added.
D Mahatlhir said Lhe decision would be wade known to all member
ual.tons.
Asked whelher the absence of many of the heads of government at the
ongoing suwmil. reflected their Jevel of commitmeut Lo Lhe G-15, he said the
Rd JoCity of Lhe leadecs cemained committed to the ygrouping. -- more
© AM MGN

v29/03/15-11M8T

(Ng449]
I GF 29-03 00120 EP459
dde the
G15%Mahathir 23 (1asf) New Delhi

"From the Jetters and the representatives, many of them foreign

muristecs, sent by the leaders, T gather that there is commitment. %?7-‘
"Althougl some countiies did pot send any rvepresentative, six nations ' :
seut. top=level delegations. Tt is cleac. therefore, that the majority . e

remdin committed,” he said.
De Mahathir acknowledged that . it was not pasy to get all 15 heads of
qovernment to togelher at the same time. .
M a4 suggestion {oc the summit to'be held biennially, he said the

majority of the Jeaders present at the ongoing meeting seemad to want to
relain the present annual session. = Bechdmd
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