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FOCUS OF pay PPRSQ”PF ON PRODUCER COUNTRTES, SAYS MAHATHIR _ovewsex }V'/7 Coa
b | —_ S
NEW DELHT, March 90 (Rernama) ——~ Malaysian Piime Minister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahathir Mohamad said today the West's atiempts Lo push developing

eounteies to have a minismum vage for vorkers wece directed at’ producer

nations such as Malavsia, Trdonesia and Tadia. ! C
The arrnmnrs to impose the minimum vage started affer the Group of R

R 3

denlnnPd gpuntries, he told Malavsian journalists covering the ongoing
summit of the Group of J5 (G-15) developing cogntries here.

“Their aim is clear, they want to make it 1mpnq51blp for us to sell nur
qoods. -

"When vorkers ace paid high vages, factories w%ll have to ¢lose, the C
workers will lose Lheir jobs and then the uquNanmPnt in the developed el
conntries will be solved," he said. '

Dr Mahathir sajd the developed countrvies did nnt take into arrount the
faet that rhe stavdacd of living was usually low in developing countries
and that the workecs vere not yet ready ro adjust toe a high standard of
livipy.
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i A1l this while, the developed countries had imposed varieous regulations T
on develoning countries linked with trade, such as the question of R
democrqacy, humdn rights and the envirpnment. o

He said the heads of yovernaent at the G-15 sumeit, where he had raised
the issne of the minimum wage, were agreed that developing countries did
nol want the West to impose its systems and perceptions on the issues of
democracy, human rights, rhe envivonment and minimin vage.

"The question of teade should be separate from any unrelated
condition." he saud, adding that Westecn countries seemed to go back on
Ah»)l vord ., '

For wvamaple, he said, the United States still talked of “"Supeg 301", on
Lhe impos:tion of conditions op certain countries in their trade. '
Dr Mahdathiv also said thar the plendry session of the G-15 summit was
agreed that the structure of the United Nations must be reorganised for it
Lo be more democratiic, -- more

AM MGN

v29/01/17-23M8T

snvra 4 e s



—————"TUNF4E b ) -
I 6E 29-03 00147 EG45Q .

ase Lhe ‘ S
Mahathir-pay 3 New Delhi ‘ Lo

He said it was nndemocratic for a superpower in the UN to veto the wish
of Lhe majority of member nations.

"Tt this continues, their talk of democracy will be meaningless. They
want. to force democracy on all other countries but there is no democracy in
the UN itself." he said.

Nt Mahathit said the voice of the majority could net be simply
dismissed just becduse five hig countries in the UN held the veto power.

He also satd the other 6-1% member countries sharved Malaysia's view '
that the Western media al¥ays earried adverse reports on the developiny
tountries. ’

Hovever, he added, some of thess fountries feared that they would be

Lhe target of the Western wedia if they stated their stand openly in the S
matter,
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DF Mahathir saig the Western countries assumed that they had more
cights than other countries. . . - .
juhi\a we do not interfere in thelr affaics, they fee!liheytﬁi?rnn
only interfere in‘ours but also direet any country to follov ﬁ;p . e
énnéonrq failing which thev =i11 impose various forms of pressure,
coneents, failing whieh v '
said. ‘ : ‘ cion
He said Western vountries had vet to understanﬂ that a sn\;f&lggana
had”fhp Frahtl Lo mandoe ibs domestie matters op JLs ovap. -- Bernam:
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