CNS5733 /\
R GE 30-03 00206 EHB62 L/@
eny
Mahathir - west
MAHATHTR HITS AT THE HYPOCRISY OF THE WEST OVER WORKERS WAGE
From Al: Mamat
NEW DELHI, March 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister QEEEE_ﬁg;},Q;_ﬂghgggig,ﬂ.ov%»scqx
Mohamad today hit out at the hypecrisy of the West by pretending to be WR
sympathprlo tovards workers in the daveloptng vomntries and proposing a f
global minimum vage.
He said, the sympathy expressed was not actually towards the workers in
the developing South but for their own workers vho are nov facing a serius
unemployment.
Speaking to Malaystian reporters here at the conclusion of the fourth
Group of 15 Developing Countries (6-~15) swmmit, Dr Mahathir sasd, the West
was only trying to eliminate the only remaining comparative advantage
anjoyed hy the developing countries in the form of lov cost of labour.
The acensation that countries in the Sonth are exploiting their workers
are not. true. The advanlage was due to the prevailing lovw cost of living in
these countries, he said.
‘The Prime Ministec explains that due to the low cost of labour,
countries in the Smh were able Lo produce goods al a much Jower cost,
giving an edyge over Lhe West.-- more
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YIS that advantage is taken away, then we are left with nothing at
4ll... we will not be able to manufacture goods which could compete with
"{hem.

"T{ this happen, our factories will have to be closed, the workers will
be jobless and finally foreiga multi-national wil) no longer invest in our
countries when the cost ot production (s nov the same as in the developed
countries, " he said. --

He satd, the West which was curvently facing a very high unemployment
rate would then be able Lo eliminate all competition and have the market
all to themselves.

. This, Cthe Prime Minister said, must be viewed with concern by the
ceountries of Lhe South and Lhe just concluded 6-15 summit had decided to
face up to this.
" He said, the greoup vwould take a common stand at the ministerial meeting

of the General Agreewent onp Tariffs and Trade in Marrakesh, Morocce next
month. -- more .
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"Onr ministers will go to Morocco at least a day before the meeting to
coordinate our positions," he sajd.

Elaborfating on the unemployment problems in the West, Dr Mahathir said
despite all other advantages at their disposal the developed North are
still nnable to solve it, mainly due to the high cost of labour and high !
standards of living.

He listed several comparcative advanrages ciurcently enjoyed by the
developed countries including capital, technological know-how, management
and marketing know-hov and very big domestic market.

"When ve horrow capital from them, we wi)l have to pay a very high
interest rate. If we want to use their technological know-hovw we will have
10 pay rovalty.

"n ocder to use their ¢onsultan¢v again we have o pay. Their markets
are able Lo support their products locally. These gives them considerable
cost advantage, as well as other advantages," he said. —-more
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On the proposal for the restructuring of the United Nations, especially
its Secucity Council adopted by the 6-15 leaders at the summit, Dr Mahathir
sald 1t could be in the form of additional memberships or the elimination
of vete nowers enjoyed by the current Permwanent Five.

He said developing countries should be given a bigger say, both at the
General Assembly and the Security Council to reflect a more democtratic UN.

D Mahathir who had a bilatera) meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao .in between the swmmit, said Malaysia and India had agreed to
enhance conperation either in the form of economie joint venture or
tnvestment.

Dr Mahathir and Datuk Sevi Datin Paduka Dr $iti Hasmah Mohamad Ali will
Jeave for Keuala Lumpur tomoerrov morning. -- Bernama
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