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NEW DELHI, Wed. — Mem-
ber countries of the Group
of 15 agreed to seek effective
ways to have better ex-
changes on the use of infor-
mation and telecommunica-
tions services, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri DrHNLa-
hathir Mohamad said today.

e sald members also
agreed tp find other ways to
have a more effective ex-
change of satellite broad-
casting such as the use of
new satellites which may be
launched in the near future.

Speaking to Malaysian
newsmen at the end of the
G-15 summit, Dr Mahathir
said the agencies or depart-
ments involved in these op-
erations had been directed
to undertake follow-up dis-
cussions as soon as possible,
with a view of immediate
implementation.

He said this was agreed
when heads of government
held their traditional re-
treat get-together at the In-
dian Prime Minister’s offi-
cial residence here.

“The retreat agreed on
three major matters. First-
ly, to take a common stand
against the attempts by the
developed countries to force
social clauses on us; second-
ly, to intensify co-operation
in the areas of information
and telecommunications;
and thirdly, to look at freer
exchanges of information
and know-how on small and
medium-scale industries,”
said Dr Mahathir.

He said the need for better
information flow stemmed
partly from the fact that in-
ternational news flow was
largely in the hands of agen-

. cies owned and controlled

by people or interests in the
developed countries. )

He said new agencies
from developing countries
must work closer together.
“Perhaps they should look
at new initiatives towards a
more effective co-opera-
tion,” he said, adding that
new linkages must be estab-
lished or sought.

Earlier, at the joint Press
conference immediately af-
ter the meeting was official-
ly closed by Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao, Dr
Mabhathir said it was imper-
ative for G-15 countries to
reach a common position at
next month’s post-General

Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) meeting in
! Marrakesh, Morocco, to re-
' sist new protectionist mea-
. sures being moved by indus-
! trialised nations. .
" Developing countries
' must be united in their
stand against attempts by
developed nations to impose
' a minimum wage world-
| wide, he said, adding that
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this would be the most dan-
gerous threat to developing
countries.

He named the United
States' Super 301 and nu-
merical quotas as two other
threats hanging over the
economies of developing
countries.

The Super 301 is a trade
instrument given a new
lease of life by Washington
recently. It is a provision in
the US trade law that allows
the US President to author-
ise unilateral trade sant-
tions.

The President can impose
punitive sanctions in retali-
ation against unfair trading
practices.

Dr Mahathir was respond-
ing to a question on how he
thought the G-15 Trade and
Foreign Ministers, who
have been directed by the
summit here to meet ahead
of next month’s Marrakesh
meeting on the formal ratifi-
cation of GATT, should ap-
proach the developing coun-
tries’ concerns of new
protectionist measures.

“Although the Uruguay
Round (of GATT) has been
concluded, there is still a
tendency for industrialised
countries to take unilateral
action.,

“Developing countries
must be careful. f we are
not together, we may well
go down one by one and
become poorer than we
were. If we are going to take
proper resistance against
such moves, then we must
be aware of these threats.

“They know that the low-
er cost of labour in develop-
ing countries is due to the
lower cost of living. Lower
labour cost is not exploita-
tion.

“They say they want the
minimum wage throughout
the world to be the same out
of sympathy for our work-
ers. But the result of the
higher cost is that we may
to close down our ¢tompa-
nies and we may not be able
to attract investors such as
the multinational corpora-
tions because the high
wages have eliminated
whatever comparative ad-
vantages we may have.”

The global minimum
wage policy is likely to be
one of the contentious is-
sues to be debated in Marra-
kesh.

India is to co-ordinate a
planned meeting of G-15
Ministers attending the Mo-
rocco conference.

Dr Mahathir said the Min-
isters must articulate their
arguments forcefully, add-
ing that they must “protect
and advance” the cause of
the hard-pressed developing
economies.

The summit leaders, in
their joint communique is-
sued at the end of the meet-
ing, declared that they were
“concerned at moves to in-
scribe new and additional
issues like labour standards
for the WTO”,

The seven-page communi-

ue said: “It is necessary
that some form of monitor-
ing mechanism be estab-
lished to ensure that, in the

_implementation of the Uru-

guay Rounds (of GATT), the
interests of developing
countries are adeguately
protected.

“We strongly urge trading
partners to refrain from ac-
tions which would have the
effect of unravelling the
carefully negotiated bal-
ance of rights, obligations
and interests of all parties ...
thus ]eopardlsmg the g]obal
trading system.” ¢

It urged that the, United
Nations be restructured,
taking into account the sig-
nificant changes that had
taken place in the post-war
system.

The leaders also wel-
comed Argentina’s offer to
host the next- surhmit® in
Buenos Aires next:year as
well as Zimbabwe’sioffer to
host the sixth summit in
1996 in Harare.
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