
Dr M tells State leaders: Don’t repeat abuses of the past ! 

Willing to lose Sabah 
KOTA KINAEALU, Sat. - 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said to=- 
*mind losing Sabah once 
again if the Barisan Na- 
sional State Government 
failed to fulfil its responsi- 
bilities to the people. 

He said the Federal Gov- 
ernment wanted to ensure 
that the new State Govern 
ment was responsible and 
did not become like past 
governments in Sabah, 
which fai!ed to check 
abuses. 

“I don’t mind losing Sa- 
bah to the opposition rather 
than have a government 
that is not good,” he told 
State and Federal govern 
ment officers at a meeting,. 
here. 

Dr Mahathir then directed 
all Ministers. Assistant Min- 
isters and government offi- 
cers in Sabah to declare 
their properties to him and 
for all licences issued and 
government business activi- 
tai;;;~. be audited to identify 

“We do not want events 
like those of before to recur 
where those who are in gov- 
ernment take it as an oppor- 
tunity to become rich. 

“Past governments, be 
they from the Alliance, BN 
or the opposition,, all acted 
the same. They did not un- 
derstand the concept of gov- 
ernment too well. Many re- 
garded it as an opportunity 
to become rich and neglect 
the people. 

“They cast aside the law 
and regulations, including 
giving bribes so that people 
supported them. 

“In time, the people be- 
came impatient and disap- 
pointed and rejected the 
government in power. So, 
this cycle repeated itself of- 
ten. We do not want to per- 
petuate this.” 

He said that in the past 

there were cases of govern- 
ment officers who became 
millionaires on retirement. 

The Federal Government 
had to be firm in supervis- 
ing the administration of 
the State to ensure it served 
the people. 

In the past, its hands were 
tied because of the agree- 
ment made when Sabah 
joined the federation, that 
the state was free to super- 
vise itself. 

“When abuses occurred, 
the Federal Government 
could not do anything. But, 
this time, we are deter- 
mined to monitor the run- 
ning of the State Govern- 
ment in the interest of the 
people.” 

Dr Mahathir also warned 
that anyone who committed 
abuses would not escape the 
law. 

There might be some who 
would feel uneasy about 
this firm attitude but he was 
confident it would be ac- 
cepted by the people. 

He said although the root 
word for government (kera- 
jaan) was “raja” (ruler), the 
people who formed the gov- 
ernment were hamba 
(slaves) to the people, that 
is, to serve the-people and 
not their own interests. 

“We are certain there had 
been many abuses by politi- 
cians and officials in the 
past. We will initiate an au- 
dit. We are keen to know the 
true financial situation, is- 
suing of licenses, who got a 
lot . . . everything will be rec- 
tified,” he added. 

He said the Federal Gov- 
ernment intended to devel- 
op Sabah speedily because it 
has lagged far behind other 
States:- 

“The people of Sabah 
have long been victims of 
rotten poEtics. Mistakes oc- 
curred since way back. 
.Now, all must strive for- 

ward,” he added. cal development would be 
Dr Mahathir urged the reality in two years. 

State Government to expe- He said the allocation of 
dite implementation of de- 
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RM500 million for Sabah.an- 
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100 days and the full physi- lbrahim recently would be 

increased after the expiry of 
the Sixth Malaysia Plan 
(1991-1995). 

He urged federal and 
State government officers in 
the State to improve friend- 
ly relations . 
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