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Mahathir-bress .
PRICE T0 PAY FOR TFLLING LIES:[MAHATHI
(EMBARGO: For use aftac 2015 hreo todav, April 3)
KUALA LUMPUR, Apri) 2 'Rernama) —= Prome Minyster batuk Seri br
Mahathir Mohamad savs nress freedom does not allow the relling of lies and
Lthat Lthere is a price to pay if the Brjtysh nress chooses to have the
freedom to tell lies.
© Tnoan interview un "Whicker's World" aired today by ITV Britain, Dc
Mahathir sadd Malaveia's han on Reitish firms from new yovernment contracts
conld ba raviawed, hoat added that it was aobl for him fto decidea.
Asked by host Alan Whicker who would make the decision oun the duration
of the han, br Mahathic said: "Wall, wa'll see if there is a4 change in the
attitude of the press in the United Kingdom. ™ ”
Malaysia imposed the ban after reports by the British media implied
Lhat. Malavsran government leaders were corrupt and that contracts with
Yrarich fiemy were shoddy deals. The ban effeclively rterminated all
memoranda of wnderstanding and letters of inten!, causing British firms to .
Tosa out oo hillion% of cinggit or business,
in Lhe special interviev "Atan Whicbter Meets The Malaysian Prime
Mintster” conducted during the cecent opening of the Pangkor Tsiamd Resort
m, Peral, B Mahathis sard the Beytgsh nress shoonld gt Yeast admitl that
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"t should not say that well we have a right to tel) lies abont you and
we have no right to tell lies about the press. T mean we should be equal,”
he replied to Whicker's guestion on what he wanted done to resolve the
matter.
Whicker also made ceference th Do Mahuthic's letter to the Financial
Times of hondon on the subject vhich, among other things, stated that “the
dis ig cast", implving that rthere would he no reviev of the decision at '

alv.

" Mahathic said: "HWell it may sound final bhur ve do expect the
British papers and the Rritish Government to avoid telling lies abont us
and souring our relations.

"You see, if they can revecse theiv stance and sav, 'Well, we ace sorry
if vthe report. vas not based on facts," and that vow are a1) for telling the
truth except whan vou don't know the reuth, thew ' think that will cesolve
Lthe problem.

“Hut evarvhody s insistent that this ¢ (readom of the press. That's
vhy Y say if you want to have freedom to Lell Vies vou have Lo pay a price
for 11," the prime minister said. The tLranserint of the interview was made
available to Rervama. —— more
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{The hanning of British firms was the second time Malaysia had
retaliated aqéinnt Britarn alter its “Ouy Britigh Lase” campaign in 1982,
also initiated by Dr Mahathic, when Britain increased ite education {ees
for Md!ﬂyxiau students) .

Dr Mahathiv, who was intceaduced by Whicker as the person vho had
Yannched the trade war against Britain, said he had pothing against press
eriticisw hut it must be hasaed on facts. .

"} will defend their right Lo criticise and tell the trath," he said.

e dismissed aceousations, as suggested by the British news reports,
that. there wers Malavsian intermediaries who made large amounts of money
From the Pergaun dam project, which was the focus of the British media
alleqations against Malaveian leaders.

Saving that this was the kind of cenocting that was not based on faets,
Dr Mahalhir said therse was no intermediary involved in the project and.that
1, was decided through dirvect negobiation heltveen rhe Malaysian and British
qovernments, —-— more
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While agreeing with Whicker that the Rritigh press also attacked
British ministecs and politicians, Dr Mahathit said he supposed they were
entitled Lo do that as it was their own government and their own country.

Howevar, De Mahathirc said, he could wot tolecate Lhe British press
tetting Ties abont him and Madaysja.

To Yhicker's suggastion that come noanle vonld wich ro coutrol the
media on the vake of the redent locs a1t gek o Dr Mahathie said: “No, T don't
rhink vou showld conreall Bt von chantd wrop at ralling lies. Stick to
the truth " .

e sard nevspapers should he responcinle gand the press peonle should
not. fabmcate stormes,

o Whicker's suggestion that some peopte had evep sutd that De Mahathir
vas darrogant. due to his "sopreme” confidence in dealing with foreign
qovermments, the orime mintster satd ot could be due to the Fact thart
people were not used to develoning conntries talking hack and giving frank
OprnIons,. == moca
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Whicker referred to the recenti rov hetween Malaysia and Australia after
brime Minmistar Paul Keating had called Dr Mahathir a “recaleitrant" for not
attending the first RAsia Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summit in
feattle summoned by United Srates President Bil) Clinton last year.

"But 1 have alvavs believed in qiving wy views frank)v," sajd Dr
Mahiuthir . who s bnown Lo be certical of tha Yesr's policies on
international affaryys,

e alro satd that there was o tendancy among people of Furopean stock
Lo "Lalk down"™ ta people vho are not of European stock,

Tthere s st that, Not with evervone, of course, hur people in high
poesitions,” he said. -- Bernama
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