
IIr Mahatki r said j t wo~lcl be (Ii sastrow if some: vere t.o renttge or take 
i~nilatxral aclt.ion. 

A tlt?veIo~~in~ c:ount.ry ILikt! Malaysja, he sa.itl, had very few comparative 
. advantages. ’ 

, 
1 

“When we ir1tlnst.r i.al ise we have t.o pay interest o'n foreign capital, 
myal 1,y nrk forei qn tec:hnol03y, t.aues t.o panct.rat.e the markets of the ri.ch 
and cons icleral~le itmolrrtts on cwnsul t.iincy. 

“Our soIt? advantage i s owr lower cws1. of labour, made possib] e by our 
Inn cost of I iv ing . 

t 
We have fo f,SrgO many luwries, ant1 even some # 

necessjt.jes,” he said. 
The Prime Hiui.st.er said if t.his sole advant.ags was taken away, the 

wrnt.ry would not tw abl t? t.1) davcl op, much I ess cat.clh IID with the developed 
wuu.t.r ies, and yet t.here had hew t.alks of .1e!\1.~1! ing tile p.laying field by 

‘remoujng the lahouf- cost. advantage. -- more 
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Dr Hahathir sa.id a l.evel playing field was only meani.ngful if the 
c3ntcstant.s were 0 f comnpa rah 1 e st.renyth h!lt it waultl he meaningless for 
mi d3et.s compctjng again?3 yj ants. 

He hoped that Malays ia would !earu Swclden’s modernif.y and sophisticated 
t.er!hnoJ ogy , whj ch wits worl d renowned _ 

” In th is rega rd , t.he init.iat.ive t~f. Swc?tl-ish c!om&tnies in Malaysia to 
es?.abl i sh a Ma1 aysi a-Sweden Schc!! arshj p Flirltt i s i rtdeed coamendah~ e, 
c?nabl ing Mal,aysians t.0 acq~lire pract,ical tra iI? iny and hi-tech knonhnw from 

. Bwcden." 
He sa.id with Malaysia's tint1 Sweden’s involvement. in {IN peackeeping and 

h1mm’an.i tarj an rel i cf efforts i II Rosni a-Herzegovina showed thej r concern over 
!.ht? tr;ig ic i nc!itlent. _ 

Aildt, in his speech, said he was .impressed with Malaysia’s economy and 
social dcvclopmcn!.. 

. 


	Mahathir - Economy (Bernama 04/04/1994)

