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be independent and yet 
we have to work together. 

“I would be happy if I 
could direct the Lord 
President to convict 
someone because I didn’t 
like him but I can’t.,” he 
told the laughing officers. 

Dr Mahathir said there 
was a need to inculcate a 
culture of excellence 
among all branches of the 
Government. 

.“A11 the three constitu- 
ents of the government 
must know their own 
roles and exercise their 
authority with the power 
vested upon them,” he. 
added. 

He said co-operation 
among the three had 
made Malaysia one of the 
most peaceful countries 
in the world practising 
the principles of democ- 
racy. 

Dr Mahathir said de- 
mocracy was working in 
Malaysia because the vot- 
ers had thrown out gov- 
ernments they did not 
want. - 

“The elected govern- 
ment is not always right. 
We may abuse our powers 
or even decide wrongly 
on policies. 

“The greatest freedom 
of all is to be able to dis- 
miss a government by the 
simple act of voting,” he 
added. 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
important that Malay- 
sians realised that free- 
dom came with responsi- 
bility. 

On the power of the 
elected government, Dr 
Mahathir said some peo- 
ple felt that anybody 
could rule a country given 
the power to do so. 

But he added: “You can 
misrule a country with 
Power more often than 
you can rule a country.” 

Also nresent at the first 
meeting of its kind were 
Lord President Tun Ha- 
mid Omar, Chief Justice 
of Malaya Tan Sri Gunn 
Chit Tuan and Solicitor- 
General Heliliah Mo- 
hamed Yusof. 
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