
‘Bid criticism is necessary for sense 

PM : Judiciarv must 
KUALA LUMPUK, Thurs. - 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said tbaap tne ~u7i? 
iSiF&must be free to dis- 
charge its duties, but added 
that absolute freedom could 
lead to possible abuses. 

The Prime Minister said 
members of the judiciary 
needed freedom to dis- 
charge their responsibilities 
and to carry out their ad- 
ministrative duties, but add- 
ed that there could not be 
100 per cent freedom. 

Dr Mahathir said: “If ou 
are free from criticism, t K en 
you may lose 
perspective w g 

our sense of 
en discharg- 

mg your duties. 
,($?xt~p;h~\$i~;~ 
can criticise him, he may 
end up dis 

F 
nsing injustice 

to others. here must be a 
boundary for freedom. 

“It cannot be denied that 
there are judges who fail to 
$Tcharge their duties fan- 

-The Prime Minister said- 
this in his opening remarks 

P 
rior to a closed-door dia- 
ogue with officers from the 

Judicial and Legal Service 
here. 

Dr Mahathir stressed that 
the judicial system must be 
given the freedom to func- 
tion efficiently, and this 
must be respected. 

could make mistakes. 
He added that if the mis- 

takes made b 
could not g 

the judiciary 
e corrected 

through criticism, then it 
could find itself relegated to 
a less respected level, and 
this would not be good at all. 

The Prime Minister said 
the three branches in gov- 
ernment - the legislative, 
executive and judiciary - 
carried out their different 
duties with the freedom ac- 
corded to them respectively. 

Dr Mahathir said: “They 
may be free to carry out 
their duties, but there must 
be co-o eration in their 
work. T R ey must be aware 
of their areas of responsibil- 
ities.. everyone, including 
the rakyat, must know their 
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d 

c 

res onsibilities and the lim- 
it o B their power and author- 
ity.” 

Dr Mahathir said he was 
glad to note that all sectors 
within the civil service were 
now ve 

ix 
conscious and 

concern about excellence. 
The Prime Minister said: 

“I am proud that there ap- 
pears to be a new culture in 
the country, a culture of ex- 
cellence. Everybody is con- 
scious of the need to do well 
in their chosen fields, and 
this is a ood thing. 

“I’m a so B encouraged by 
the steps taken by the Attor- 
ney-General towards this di- 
rection,” he said. 

He said Malaysia had 
managed a measure of peace 
and stability because of its 
adherence to the rinciples 
of democracy, w ich was R* 
tempered with a degree of 
res onsible freedom. 

Ai IS had enabled democ- 
racy to work for the coun- 
try, he said, adding that the 

$ 
ople must understand the 

unctions of the. Govern- 
ment. On the other hand, 
the must also know what 
cou d and could not be done. ‘; 

He said that if the eople 
understood this, best es the 3 
mechanics of government, 
then the country could en-. 
j$$$ore peace and develop- 

He spoke on the rapid eco- 
nomic development of the 
country and the Govern- 
ment’s aspiration to achieve 
the ob’ectives of Vision 
2020. Til e country needed 
highly-skilled Government 
administrators to achieve 
this, he added. 

“Anythin can happen 
anywhere a? ong the way,” 
the Prime Minister said, 
adding that the political, 
economic and judicial sys- 
tems could “break down.” 

Therefore, it is everyone’s 
duty to help make sure that 
this does not happen. 

He said: “The best way to 
counter this is for everyone 
to know what exactly needs 
to be done. I’m convinced 
that all officers in the legal 
service understand their 
role. 

“As members of the legal 
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of perspective’ . 

be free 



PIWqn need for all to be _. 
0 FROM PAGE ONE that they cannot abuse their 
Sk. senwe, tney are respon Mce, they are responsi- 

power. Hence, we cannot ex- 
ble for not just d$fe@@g Fk fgvyGU$ dg$lz 
the Government, 

EA :c$$ 

just’ justice. 
(abusing power),” he said. 

“If the ~ve-d act.s “kf the LioVfXlUllHlt aCtS 
Dr Mahathir said a Gov- 

ement elect& by the pea- ernment elected by the peo- 
WntrarY to the hve Of ple could not necessarily be WntrarY to the hve Of ple could not necessarily be 
course it is not fair for it to course it is not fair for it to 
expect any form ~* a * elrpect any form o! defence 

correct all the time end the correct all the time end the 

from the lega’ from the legal service. 
people had the right to IF- 

“Everyone mu “Everyone must real& 
pet any Government every 
five years -a normal demo- 

cratic process. 
‘The freedom to throw 

out a government is the 
greatest freedom of all. 

“There are other free- 
doms which are important, 
but none as important as 
the power to throw out a 
government,” he said. 

He also spoke on the need 
for everyone to be commit- 
ted to making Malaysia a 

._ 

committed 
dev$o 

R 
ed country byZO20. 
ahathlr Saud that 

achieving the objective ?f 
r;y 2020 was not mipossl- 

“All we need is an annual 
growth of seven per cent to 
achieve the target of a devcl- 
aped country by the year 
2020. 

“So we are not being over- 
ambitious. We have plaIfned 

within our mt’atls.” 
He said that some people 

had a kind of inferinrily 
complex rclgarding this 
goat, as tht>y believed that 
ontv others could achieve 
this. 

Such feetin sand attitude; 
should bc r tscarded, he: 7: 
said. “Anything that others, 
can do, tic cati do too.” he 
said. 
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