
!.!w r-ftyj ou st.rouyt!r in rnf:etiny f nturc! challenges . .I 

“‘!‘oy~(:h~~t- we c:a!t work wi t.h t.hr: other countries in east. Asia to develop 
a ~IIOW !.esi J ie!~l. nnrl proyressi ve c:resc:ent. of prosperity in this region,” he 
sa it1 at: a stat-e banquet hosted by Cambodi a’s co-prime ministers Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and Hun Sen here. 

Th!? Prime Minister, now on a trio-day official visit to Cambodia, said 
Laos and Yietnam had already taken steps to prepare for their eventual 
extry , into Asean. Both had now become observers of the regional grouping 
comprising Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, Singapore and 
9rnaai . 

He hoped that Cambodia would consider participating in’Asean like Laos 
and Vietnam so as to eventually blend into the Asean tapestry of regional 
cooperation. -- more l 
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911 HiI! ilyS i il-Ci~lllhdi~ relations , the prime minister assured his hosts 
” t.!l;r t. MI1 lays i a wc~! cl t.aktr every merlsurt: to reinforce existing interaction 

!~l.Wttarr !.!w ]JtW]l~tfs of the tW0 c!ounT.ritrs, begun Wntries ago, now that .a 
new 1tr.n had begun in the relationship between the two countries. 

He said Halaysia admired the commitment of the Cambodian government 
t.owti ~1s promoting the rehnbi 1 itation and reconstruction of the country. 

Htr gave an assurance that the Halaysian yovernment would continue to 
cooperate wit.h Cambodia in its reconstruction and development efforts. 

Toward this end, he suggested that both countries set up appropriate 
frameworks to facilitate the signing o f bilateral agreements between them. 
- Rernama. I* 
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