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:FYWI Abdul Rahman S aiman 
V’IENTIANE, April 16 % .ernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 

today he was certain that Laos would strengthen Its linkages with the 
ecmm~ies of Asean and East Asia as its economy develops. oveJs+ Ll? 

T!! i s , in turn, would increase its contribution to the development of 
t.!lt! region, the Prime-.. Minister said at a joint meeting of Malaysian and 
Laotian businessmen here. 

He sai.d developments in Southeast Aiia and East Asia would have ..- ,I 
stimulative effects on Laos. 

As such, Asean and the proposer! East Asian Economic Caucus (EAEC) were 
relevant to the Laotian economic interests. 

UC! said t.h+! steady hi.q!~ qrowth rat.as registered by Asean countries, 
l!fiil:!!!!f?!! by t.!lose iI(!!lj eYrt?l! by many of t.!le clyxaln it: e(:~moln.i.es of East Asia, 
hid t.rau!;fortnetl t.!!e rw.jl on i rtto il vibrant. !wnufar:t.urincJ a~tl c:ommari.cal 
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T!~is had benefited regional tra.de and investment flows, thereby 

re inforcing the interdependence df the East Asian .economies. 
The Prime Minister urged the private sectors of Malaysia and Laos to 

seize the immense business opport-unities existing in the two countries, 
espacj ally in trade, investment- and services. 

’ He told the Laotians that .given Malaysia’s current rapid pace of 
.economic gr,owth, liberal import policies and increasing affluence of the 
.population, the icountry’s ‘market was expected to grow in importance for 
prod\lcts f.ror . foreign suppliers, including from Laos. . 

He said the prospects for Laotian primary commodities and intermediate 
products in Malaysia were good. 
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1~ wturn, Dr Hahathir said, Malaysia could offer a wide range of 
aanuf acturetl products at competitive prices. They include processed food, 
~consurner product.s, building mat.erials and scores of others. 

He said the two governments would continue to strengthen the existing 
inst. it.llt.ional arrangements, where necessary, to give confidence to the 
pri.va1.e sectors to undertake business on a sustained basis. 

The Prime Minister ant! his delegation flew into the Laotian captial 
* t!~i.s mornincj from Phnom Penh on the second leg of his four-day official 
visi,t to Indochina. 

i He called-oQ4resident Nouhak Phoumsavanh at the Presidential Palace ,. 
soon after his arrival. I . . . .‘L&, 

ThiS afternoon, he held discussions with his Laotian counterpart 
‘Khnmtay Siphandonc! on bilateral and regional issues. 

??w two Prime !G.nist.ers later wit.nasst?d the slgnjxq of a Bilateral 
?;ivmexts An-al!yeraent. Agrwmcnt bt+tween off icj.a!.s of the ceatral banks of .b 
the t.wo countri es at. S Cp!\ar\dor~ ‘s of!: ice _ - more 
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Hank Nqara Deputy Governor Tan Sri Dr Lin See Ynn signed on behalf of, 
t.hr? Hnlaysian hank while Laos wits represented by the governor of the State 
Hank of Laos, Boussbonq Savounnavong . 

‘L’c~niyht., Dr ?fahat?ir wil 1 he t:hc quest-of-honour at a~ official dinner 
hos~.ed by Siphandone. 

Tomor*row, t.be Prime Minister and his delegation who include his wife 
Ikil.llk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Hohd Ali, will visit the historical city of Luang 
Prabang . 

I) On Jlonda’y, they wil*1 tour the Friendship Bridge, a magnificent and 
symbolic structure linking Laos and Thailand across the Mekong River on the *̂  
Lao-Thai frontier, before leaving for home. -- Bernama 
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