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promised to continue to support. and assist Laos 
Yohamad tonight 

efforts 
!~c:ause Malaysia believes t!!at. a prosperous 
Southeast Asia. 

?he !~r.ime Minister said a prosperous 

. .Prc!r.equisite to peace and stability i? t!le region.. 
.At present Laos is benefiting Prom Malaysia’s Technical Assistance 

.Programmg. I : * 
Dr MahathJ,r said Malaysia’s aid to Laos and other developing countries +.+ 

in the regron,iras consistent with her desire to work together closely 
wit.hin the cont.ext of regional and South-South Cooperation. 
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Tht? Prime Hinistcr described the signing between the central banks of 
t.hc! t.wo countries of the Uilateral Payments Arrangement .Agreement this 
afternoon as an important milestone in the development of economic 
relations and the promotion of trade between Kuala Lypur and Vientiane. 
. He said, the BPA had proven to be a successful mechanism for increasing 
trade among developing countries. 

He was confident tha~t the BPA, together with the investment Guarantee 
Agreement .al,ready signed in, 1992, would contribute substantially to the 

‘..economic relatias between the two countries. 
fin Laos’ membership to Asean, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia would most ‘- 

“. .,1...-.._ 

yarmly rrelcome her into the regional organisation, when she eventualy 
deci.des .to hecome a member. 
, .gi. ]~F+?SWt~, k+OS is iin okxrver j.il Asea%. 
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