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‘Mahathir-Indochina (E/v
“MAHATHIR SATISFIED WITH INDOCHINA VISIT
From Abdul Rahman Sulaiman

Modntl « . Ovesee va{’?

e
VIENTIAME .t April 18 (Bernama) —- Datuk Seri Dr.Mahathir Mohamad today

’expressed.s&tlsfantlon with the outcome of his just-concluded visits to

Cambndia and laos, saying he had succeeded in establishing "good personal
contacts” with leaders of the two Tndachinese states.
He said he had fruitful meetings with leaders of the two countries and

" identified several areas of cooperation for mutual benefit.

The Prime Minister told a press conference here at the conclusion of
his visit that there vwere now hetter prospects for the enhancement of trade
hetween Malaysia and the two countriaes as well feor Malavsian investments
here and in Cambodia

He was confident that from now on there would he more exchange of
vistts bhetveen Malavsian officials and husinessmen as a result of his trip.

During his three-day stay hers, Dr Hahathir, who was accompanied by a
23-member official delegation which included his wife Datin Seri Dr. 8iti
Hasmah Mohd. ALli“and 69 Malaysian businessmen, met with the Laotian Prime
Minister Khamtay Siphandone. -- mnore
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1 He, pledged to continue to help Lacs in its 4
context of regqional and South-South cooperatio .

" They also Tesolved to continue cooperating with one another for the
mutual benefit -of both countries.

Two important documents vhich would further boost investment and trade
hetween the two countries were signed during the visit.

The first was the Bilateral Pavments Arrangement agreement hetween Bank
Negara Malavsia and the State Bank of Laos. The acecord together with other

agreements- signed eavlier vas ex ne«fpd to stimunlate economie velations
bhetween the twon countriaes.

The other document signed was a Memorandum of Understanding between
Tenaga Nasional Berhad and the Laotian electrieity anthority, Eleetricite
du Taos, which provides for coopavation hetween the twe in the areas of
slecLricity generation, transmission, distribution, system operation,

evelopment efforts in the
n

. protection, management organisation develoepment and training. -- more
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Both organisations are actively involved in prometing further
developmeut. of the electrical povwer indast:v which forms the basgis of
economie growth and elevation of living standards in boeth Laos and
Malaysia. .

Dv Mahathir said to facilate travel between the two countries,
govermment. would study the pessibility of Malaysia Airlines flyin

¢t

he
to the

u

_Ldufldu capital.

The two countries had already <1gn :d an Air Bervices Agreement but had
vet to implement it

This morning Dr Mahathir and his delegation visited the Friendship
Rridge linking Lacs and Thailand across the Mekong River
" He said the newly-opened brldge, built with Australian assistance of
#$40. million, could previde a vital link for Laos with other parts of
,Southeast Asia, therebv forging closer trade and economic activities in the
‘fegion. -- more : '
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He foresaw greater flov of goeds and people among the coun trle
concerned with the opening of the bridge, the completion of Mala 'y
North-South Highway, the building of the second link with S1ngapnr th
improvement of highways in Thailand and the construction of major rndl
netvorks in Laos, Cambhodia and Vietnam. s

During his visit teo Cambodia from April 14 te 16, Dr Mahathir held
discussions with Cambodia's first Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh
and second Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Both countries agreed to sef up a Joint Commission to further enhance
Bilateral cooperation.

‘fhe ceutral bhankg of both rountries are also fimalising disenssions for
the signing of a Bilateral Pavments Arrangement agreement to facilatate
trade and jnvestment. -~ Bernama
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