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Mahathir—Jerai

CANCRLTATTON OF JERAT PARK PROJECT A WTSE DRCTSTON, SAYS DR M

o -

KUALA TAMPUR, Apvil 1) (Bernama) —— Prime Minister Datuk Seri br
Mahath Mohamad said today the cancellation of rthe proposed Jerai
Taternationatl vavk (ITP) project in Kedah was a wise decision hecause many
peopte, particniarty the land-owners, were against it.

it 35 The government policy not to undertake any project against the
wishes of the people, he told reporters after presenting excellence sorvice
awards to Home Ministry staff, here,

Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Osman Araff announced the cancellation of
the RMI7-hillion project last week following the protests.

.+ Dr Mahathir advised state governments which wanted to .implement massive

.development. projects to determine the capability of the nompanlof which

- ~iproposed the projects.

He also said that the qtate governments must ascertain the 1mpaot of

. the project on the land-owners, whether they benefited or otherwise. ——

-more,
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“Fven in Tangkawi, we have acqnired muoh land for Lounism projects but.
there nave been no protests from the land-owners,” he said.

AT the same time, he said, the government also reclaimed land from Lhe
sea so that it did not have to acqnire land- from owners.

On a directive by Barisan Nasional secretary-genaral Datuk Mohamed
Rahmat. for all component parties to be prepared for a general election, Dr
+Mahathir said the preparation usnally took as much as two vears and that
the government had until Decembe' next vear to hold a general election.

“We prepare ourselves so that we can spring a surprise; T hope the
~opposition parties can prepare themselves and make heavy investments for a
gpnpmaﬂ election, " he said. .. : - -

*On a Philippines" propoqa] to farge & North Asian Development.

Quadrangle comprising Tmzon (Philippines), Taiwan, Hong Xong/Southern China -

and Okinawa (Japan), Dr Mahathir said that was the right of the Philippines
and did not undermine any project carried out by Malaysia. -- more
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Tn his speech at the presentation ceremony, Dr Mahathir said excellence
in one's occupation should he made a culture.
»  He said a ecnlture of excellence could be developed oquly A, axopllpnne
became hahitual in work and life. .

~» The prime minister presented the awards to 46 staff of the Home

Ministry, three from the Registry of Societies and two from the Department
=p0f Civil NDefence. ) ...

Al50 present was Deputy Home Minister Datnk Megat Juﬁid Megat Avub ahdf

«»1the minicstrv'e secretarv—=agenaral Natnk Ahdnl Dahim Nin e Tear oo
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