
Boutros-Ghali has failed to take firm 

PM: UN chief 
r 

Lction to resolve Bosnia conflict 
By Farush Khan 
and Alex Choong 
KUALA l.l:MP1JK. Pi. 
.Malaysi;r today c~;Wd on 
United Mdiona Srcwtary- 
General Lkmtros Boutros- 
Ghali to resign for failing to 
take any firm action to help 
resolve the conflict in 130s 
nia-Herzegovina. 

Prime Minister Ilatuk 

secretary-general who “is 
really an activist and brave” 
and could effectively help 
resolve the problems. 

Dr Mahathir said he was 
disa 
Gha F 

pointed with Boutros- 
1 because he had failed 

to stop the Serbian aggres- 
sion in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

“He did not do anything to 
help settle the Bosnian con- 
flict,“% Mahathir told re- 
porters after launching 
Umno Youth’s Gerak Kerja 
Perdana in Subang Jaya 
near here. 

Dr Mahathir recalled that 
Malaysia did not support 
Boutros-Ghali’s election to 
the post in 1991 and said 
that he believed Boutros- 
Ghali‘s resignation would 
bring positive changes to- 
wards the settlement of the 
Bosnian problem. 

Dr Mahathir also ex- 
pressed his support to Umno 
Youth which today formally 
lodged its protest to the UN 
through the world body’s of- 
fice here. Umno Youth also 
took the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (Nate) 
to task for its lack of action 
in tackling the Serbian ag- 
gression against the Bosni- 
ans. 

Dr Mahathir repeated his 
call that Bosnian Muslims 
should be provided with 
arms to defexid themselves. 

Asked whether it would 
make a difference if Bou- 
tros-Ghali resigned as UN 
Secretary-General, Dr Ma- 
hathir said: 

“It certainly would make 
some difference because he 
(Boutros-Ghali) is definitely 
not doing anything. 

“Boutros-Ghali takes the 
attitude that he has no pow- 
er. When we asked Nato 
they said they wanted to 
wait for the Security Coun- 
cil to decide . . . now that the 

Security Council had decid- 
ed, they rrferred to Nate. 

“Now. who is in charge? 
Don’t the), know who is in 
charge?” Dr Mahathir 
asked. 

On whether Malaysia 
would play a more active 
role in electing the next UN 
secretary-general, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Malaysia would 
try but it had to accept the 
fact that it had limited influ- 
ence. 

Dr Mahathir said many 
countries which were de- 
pendent on the big powers 
had been pressured to elect 
the candidate of their (the 
big powers)&hoice. 

When the crisis erupted 
two years ago, Boutros- 
Ghali had said that what 
happened in Bosnia could 
be found elsewhere . . . may 
be in 10 other places. 

Dr Mahathir said: “Such 
statements only encouraged 
the Serbs to continue with 
their aggression against the 
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should quit 

Bosnian Muslims. The Serbs 
think that what they are 
doing is not out of the ex- 
traordinary because they 
believed that ethnic cleans- 
ing is being carried out else- 
where.” 

Dr Mahathir said he was 
disappointed with Boutros- 
Ghali, who is ho!ding such 
an important and responsi- 
ble position and was en- 
trusted with the task of 
leading the UN in protecting 
the interests of all nations. 

He added that Nato, the 
superpowers and even the 
Security Council had not 
shown their “will” to re- 
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solve the problems in Bos- 
nia. 

“They know that the 
Serbs could not be bothered 
with mere talk . . . but would 
only respect strong actions 
against them. But they have 
not shown their will to do 
so.” 

Dr Mahathir reiterated 
his belief that Bosnian Mus- 
lims should be given the 
chance to protect them- 
selves against the Serbian 
aggression. 

“Instead! they obstruct 
the Bosnians in getting 
arms on the other hand 
they know the Serbs are get- 
ting arms from Belgrade 
and other sources,” the 
Prime Mintster said. 

He a&&d that when the 
Serbs r&$ntly withdrew 
from SaraJeyo, several ar- 
maments ,iKere seized. But 
when the?Jerbs returned to 
Sarajevo, there was not 
even an objection when 
they took back the weapons. 

On the other hand, the 
Bosnian Muslims surren- 
dered their arms in the be- 
lief that settlement was 
near. If they were to be at- 
tacked now,, “they would be 
killed just like that,” Dr Ma- 
hathir. said. 
&yfayy$e g;;;w; 
our history,” the Prime Min- 
ister added. 

He believes the situation 

tcAl,“,~~:i:~:~&~~~~~ 
the reverse occurred where 
“the eople who were mur- 
dere B were non-Muslims 
and the murderers were 
Muslims”. 

“If this is the situation, I 
believe action will be taken 
speedily,” he said. 
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