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By Farush Khan bc done ui good manner to 

ensure that their unit? 
would not be affected. 

Dr Mahathir said that it 

said among its activities 
this year was a special cadre 
course for about 100,000 
members at all levels. 

Abdul Rahim,, who is also 
the Malacca Chief Minister. 
said that it aiso planned to 
launch a poverty eradiw- 
Con programme nationwide 
soon together with the pri- 
vatr sector and hold a semi- 
nar in July on the prOpOsed 
establishment of the East 
Asia Economic Caucus, 

Dr Mahathir then re- 
ceived a report containing 
the plan of action of the 
Umno Youth until 1996 by 
the director of the pro- 
gramme. Senator Datuk Ah- 

-mad Zahid Hamidi. 
The three-day event that 

started yesterday is ajmed 
at increasing commitment 
and leadership qualities of 
yallth leaders, enabling 
them to help initiate pro- 
grammes at divisional and 
State levels and explaining 
to members their activities 
from 1993 to 19%. 

disunity. 
The Umno prrsident said 

hc MHS awar of such talk 
bvhich had even been pirkett 
up by thr foreign media. 

The Prime RlinIstcr bc- 
lievc~l that thestl stories 
were circulated by people 
who wanted to see Umno 
ruined and the situation in 
the country chaotic. 

‘Thy cannot afford to see 
Umno strong and its tnem- 
bcrs united. Apart from be- 
ing ~thlc to creatt~ some it>- 
tc>resting :,torics. they are 
also out to destroy Urmlo 
because they know the par- 
ty's i;n]JfIrtatlt rote in the 
countrv.” Dr Mahathtr said 
when i:~atwhlng the Geruh 
h’erjn Ptwtnna programme 
of thr Umno Youth Movc- 
merit 111 sut,ang Jaya. 

“This IS bad...thq envy 
the solidarity and strength 
of Urnno,” he said. adding 
rhqt tht, mc>mber,s should he 
war>- by avoiding any div- 
511 C1IPS.S. 

tttty had Vlectcd. 
I)r Mahathlr said that the 

was also important for the 
members to appreciate the 
t’act that democracy must be 
handled with wisdom or it 
~oultl “kill”. 

“We must understand the 
shortcomings in a dcmo- 
cratic system. Many coun- 
tries were ruined because of 
democracy. They x’ere not 
only developing coux trie- 
s...even developed ones be- 
come weak by practising de- 
mocracy 

“There is a countrv in Eu- 
rape which changed’ 57 gov 
crnments jn 3) years. Some 
times two governments in a 
year...it is like no govern- 
ment at all.” he said. 

Htl said that chaotic situa- 
tlons also emerged in some 
Western countries which in- 
troduced democratic, poli- 
cies;. 

“But in Malaysta, we 
should 1~61 thankful as we 
have been able to practise 
democracy Quite ~41.” he 
said. 

The Government had al- 
ways collsldcred the inter- 
est of the plural society in 
its administration, he add- 
Cd. 

Dr Mahathir called on the 
youth movement to help 
bringabout acaringsociety. 

“This is the kind of cul- 
ture and value we want to 
instil in our youngsters so 
that they become part of 
them when they grow up.” 
he said. 

He was sad with the high ” 
percentage of Malay youths 
in dadah addiction, the Ie- 
pnk (idle) culture and other 
“diseases” and discouraging 
performance in education. 

Dr Mahathir believed 
tbf3r “diseases” were main- 
Iv c~aused by broken homes. 
l&k of attention from par- 
ents and thr failure of some 
teachers to promote good 
values. 

“Islamic education has 
not been effective. Fmpha- 
sis is only given to the dres- 
sing...xVraring tbc jubnh 
(cloak) and se&n (turban). 
when actually it is what is 
in the heart that is impor- 
tant.” he> added. 

It is also aimed at height- 
ening concern on poverty 
Issues, which is the main 
agenda of the struggle. 

More than 700 youth lead- 
ers from all over the country 
attended the m-oeramme. 
durjng which th‘ev held dia- 
logues and disc&ions with 
party leaders, including 
Umno rice-presidents TE n 
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin arld 
y;;yk Seri Najih Tun Ka- 
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