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sary to modify the bound- 

‘The Prime‘hlinister said 
the Government had stud- 
ied in detail the Election 
Commission’s report on the 
rc-delineation of constituen- 
cies for Peninsular Malaysia 
and Sahah and decided to 
acwpt the recommcnd;~- 
tions in full. . 

lie said the re-delineation 
t,xclrcisc for Peninsular Ma- 
lawa and Sabah was re- 
quired once every eight 
yews. Sarawak was not in- 
cluded in the rjxercisc which 

commenced last year. he 
added. 

The creation of new con- 
stituencies and changes to 
c>xistinc ones were neces- 
sary in’view of the economic 
and socla! changes that had 
taken place during the past 
eight vrars. he said when 
ta‘hling thr report. 

I f  the report is adopted by 
the Dewan Rakyat. there 
will be a total of 192 parlia- 
mentary scats (now 180) and 
394 State arats (now 351). 

The debate on the report 
will continue today follow- 
ina which the Prime Minis- 
tel- will reply to points 
raised. This will he followed 
by the MPs voting on wheth- 
er to approve the report. 

Dr Mahathir said the total 
number of registered voters 
for the Peninsula, including 
the Federal Territories of 

Kuala Lumpur and Labuan, 
was now 6,839.844. 

He said in 1984 there were 
5,239.278 voters, adding that 
there was a 30.5 per cent 
increase in the number of 
registered voters in the pen- 
insula, including Labuan 
and Kuala Lumpur. 

“Sahah has an electorate 
of 598,312 and based on the 
20 narliamentarv and AR 
Sta& seats. the average toy 
tal number of voters for 3 
parliamentary seat is 29.‘91; 
and that for a State seat is 
12,4S4.” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said that al- 
though the Sabah parlia- 
mentary and State seats 
were still being retained at 
20 and 4X. respectively, the 
Election Commission had 
taken into consideration 
certain criteria and guide- 
lines and had found it neces- 

aries in the State. 
He said this was done to 

bring about a more bal- 
anced distribution of voters 
and for tl!e people to be bet- 
ter represented. 

He said the report on the 
proposed new electoral 
boundaries was submittr~d 
to him on March I1 :I$ re- 
auired bv the Federal C’cmsi- 
t;tion. 

Transport Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Lisle Lions Sik. in 
supporting br Mahathir’s 
proposal for the report to be 
approved. said the country 
had undergnne rapid eco- 
nomic and social changes 
over the pavt 10 years. 

He said the Dovulation 
had also iLlcreased: result- 
ing in more registered vot- 
ers, and the new electoral 
boundaries were necessary. 
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