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HARARE, Wed. — There are
vast opportunities for great-
er economic interaction be-
tween Malaysia and Zimba-
bwe, Prime Minister Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamag
said today.

“The Malaysian economy
which is fast expanding of-
fers good markets for export
and a source of supply for
Zimbabwe for a broad range
of primary and manufac-
tured products,” he said.

“In addition, Malaysia can
offer Zimbabwe a gateway
to the regional market in
Southeast Asia and East
Asia which is experiencing
rapid expansion as a result
of buoyant economic condi-
tions there — a region
which has recorded one of
the fastest growth rates in
the world,” he said at a din-
ner hosted by Zimbabwean
President Dr Robert Mu-
gabe.

Dr Mahathir arrived here
today for a five-day official
visit, He is accompanied by
his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

He noted the increasing
and more intensive contacts
and interaction between the

eople of Malaysia and Zim-
abwe.,

Harare's

ROWM PAGE ONE

signed tomorrow.

Dr Mahkthir said. while
these agreements aimed to
set the framework for fur-
ther co-operation, the real
impetus to a more intensive
and meaningful relation-
ship must come from the
respective private sectors.

There were opportunities
for investment and joint
venture collaboration in
such areas as construction,
building materials, "trans-

port, mining, tourism, phar-
maceutical and energy.

This had broadened and
deepened co-operation in
education and training and
showed positive results in
economic relations.

He told his host that Ma-
laysia was firmly commit-
ted to further enhancing its
economic and trading ties
with Zimbabwe.

“We are therefore equally
serious in wanting to share
technical expertise with
each other,” he said.

“This is consistent with
our commitment towards
realising the full potential
,of South-South .co-opera-
tion.”

This is Dr Mahathir's
third visit to this southern
African country of 10.6 mil-
lion people. He was here for
the Non-Aligned Move-
ment’s summit in 1986 and
.the Commonwealth Heads
oggg}overmnent Meeting in
1991,

One of the highlights of
his visit is to open the Zim-
babwe International Trade
Fair at Bulawayo tomorrow.

His entourage includes In-
ternational Trade and In-
dustry Minister Datuk Seri
Rafidah Aziz and a large

arty of businessmen led by
anker Tan Sri Azman Ha-
shim.

Three agreements on the
avoidance of double tax-
ation, investment guaran-
tee and air services will be
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He said with the policy
reforms being introduced by
the Zimbabwean Govern-
ment to attract foreign in-
vestment, he was confident
that Zimbabwe would be-
come increasingly attrac-
tive to Malaysian investors,
many of whom were active-
ly seeking market niches in
the world.

On world affairs, Dr Ma-
hathir said Malaysia and

nance of international peace
and security and to the pro-
motion of economic and so-
cial development.

“Our shared aspirations
are reflected in our common
approaches in the search for
an end to the tragic conflicts
in many regions of the
world,” he said.

“Malaysia, like Zimba-
bwe, is a fervent supporter
of the UN in its role to main-

reforms will draw investors

Zimbabwe both sought to
contribute to the mainte-

tain international peace and
security. We have and con-
tinue to support UN peace-
keeping efforts.

“While we firmly support
the centrality of the UN’s
role in international affairs.
we believe that the process
of democratisation of inter-
national relations and insti-
tutions must not stop short
of a restructuring of the UN
Security Council to better
reflect the changing circum-
stances of the world today.”



	PM: Vast openings in trade with Zimbabwe (NST 28/04/1994)

