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PARIS: European and 
American car makers are 
welcome to help Malaysia 
push further ahead its 
progress in the automo- 
tive industry because the 
Government does not 
want to confine itself to 
Japanese tcchnologL Da- _ 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
tiamad said. 
-.-As -a-start, the Prime 
Minister said, France’s 
Citroen might set up a 
third car operation in Ma- 
laysia because the compa- 
ny had expressed its will- 
ingness to transfer a 
greater degree of automo- 
tive technology. 

It could go into joint 
venture with Proton or 
some other company. Ci- 
troen has an assembly 
plant in Pekan, Pahang. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government was study- 
ing whether diesel en- 
gines, popular in Europe, 
could be promoted in Ma- 
laysia. 

The Prime Minister, 
who test drove Citroen 
cars and visited the con- 
pany’s research division 
here yesterday, said he 
was impressed with Ci- 
troen’s krtow-how in the 
automorive industry. 

That’s why I’m pressing 
for the greatest amount of 

“I must say that our 
progress in the automo- 
tive industry has been 
faster than other coun- 
tries, hut we have to catch 
UD auicklv with others. 

“We are not to Confine 
ourselves to the Japanese. 
We will learn from others, 
especially after we have 
disdovered that in Europe 
the diesel engines are 
very acceptable. 

“So we are interested in 
the diesel engine. If  pos’si- 
ble, we would like to fit 
diesel engines to our cars 
and maybe market diesel 
engine cars in Europe,” 
he said. 

lie said “the relation- 
ship with Mitsubishi 
would remain. We’ll main 
tain that relationship, but 
at the same time we want 
to source technology 
from others. 

“Maybe there are 
things we can learn from 
the French in terms of de- 
signing, I:rcnch sophisti- 
cation. We should not con- 
fine ourselves to only one 
source. We are not bound 
to stay, with only one 
source. 

hathir also met French 
Premier Edouard Ralla- 

(‘itrocn’s director 
Pierre Dumont said his 
company was looking for- 
ward to possihle partici- 
pation in Malaysia’s auto 
motive industry and was 
now looking for a partner 
and that it could be Pro- 
ton. 

Meanwhile. Dr Ma- 

transfe; of technology. dur during which he 
asked whether the French 
Government would lift 
the visa requirement on 
IV alaysians. 

“The matter will be dis- 
cussed again when I visit 
France in Julv.” he said. 
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