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WASHINGTON: President Bill Clin- 
ton yesterday praised Datuk Seri Dr_. 
Mahathir Mohamad f;F his leader- 
ship in making Mala-ysia a success- 
ful country. 

“I ‘look’forward to establishing a 
good relationship with him and con- 
tinue our partnership,” he added. 

The meeting was the first between 
the two leaders. 

to it.” 
He said he was grateful to Malay- 

sia for its involvement in the United 
Nations peacekeeping forces in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina and Somalia. 

Malaysia, he said, had made great 
contributions to the UN operations 
in the two countries. 

“I admire his leadership and I ad- 
mire his incredible accomplish- 
ments,” he told newsmen before the 
start of their informal meeting at the 
White House here on Friday after- 
noon (Saturday morning, Malaysia 

Dr Mahathir, who is on an unoffi- 
cial five-day visit to the United 
States, was extended an invitation to 
the White House last week. 

Clinton also said that Dr Mahathir 
had been a respcrtable leader in 
world affairs “so we halve to lot to 

Earlier on Friday morning, Dr Ma-‘ 
hathir visited the Senate at Capitol 
Hill, where he met its Majority lead- 
er George Mitchell and Minority 

Clint&l 
leader Robert Dole. 

Also present were Senator William 
Cohen (Maine), Christopher Bond 
(Missouri) and John Kerry (Massa- 
chusetts). 

Kerry, a member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, is a prominent 
figure in the United States for his 
views on Vietnam veterans, particu- 
larly soldiers missing in action. 

Dr Mahathir also met the chief ex. 
ecutive officers of several Americ 
companies. 
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